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JAMES THE SIXTH. 



It is doubtful whether there ever was a prince to 
whom, while living, the press was more lavish of ful- 
some adulation, than James the Sixth of Scotland and 
First of Great Britain. Even language itself appears 
to have been at a loss for epithets to shew forth the 
matchless qualities ascribed to him. The senate 
house of the planets was said to have been convened 
at his birth, to bestow upon him all possible perfec- 
tions ; his government was rarely spoken of but as 
die quintessence of skill in ruling ; and whenever he 
moved abroad, it was to refresh the hills and groves 
with the dew of his presence. Nor was this heathen- 
ish incense confined to needy men of little minds. 
Writers of the greatest genius and writers of none, 
were equally extravagant and profuse in their praises. 
PART 3.] B 
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The most profound philosopher that England ever 
perhaps produced, has, in his Essay on the Advance- 
ment of Learning, spoken of James in terms whidi 
the meanest pretender to letters of the present day 
would be ashamed to father. 

It b probably true, as the Jesuit Gratian remains, 
that "there b no prince, however contemptible or 
vicious, who will not find flatterers to extol him as 
one of the first of men, nay, almost to revere bim as a 
God.*'* It is not always, however, that men, whose 
praise is worth regarding, are to be prevailed upon to 
pUy the flatterer's part When we do find indivi- 
duals, eminent for their genius and discernment, sa- 
crificing their honor and sincerity at the shrine of 
royalty, it is a proof of something more than personal 
meanness. The fact is a type of a degraded age. It 
marks a time, when, even to the ablest of men, the 
only way to preferment was to cringe and flatter; 
when truth and liberty had as yet little or nothing to 
do with the direction of national concerns; when 
hereditary wisdom and divine right were the only 
acknowledged sources of a people*8 prosperity. It 
is, as Apollonlus suth, " for slaves to lie, and §ok 
freemen to speak truth.'' 

The period when James flourished may indeed be 
regarded ss the twilight state of British fteedoou 
The beautiful image of Milton had still to be realiaed. 
The eagle had still to ** kindle her undazsled eyes 
at the full mid-day beam ; to purge and unscale ber 
long abused sight at the fountain of heavenly ladi- 



ance." 



* " Reflexions Politiques." 



«ign ** more unspotted and nnblemished*' than 
James does not adorn the British annals, 
oald be more singular to share in such an opi- 
lian to differ from it The spots and blendshes 
tea's character will be found to be numerous, 
ke the stains of lUxao's blood in his mother's 
ar, not to be washed out. 
es was the son of Queen Mary, by her ilUfated 
d and cousin, Henry Lord Dainley, and was 
I Edinburgh Castle on the 19th June, 1566. 
he following year, his mother being forced to 
the crown, James was proclaimed king, and the 
r Morton, who was at the head of the insur- 
was appointed regent. The infant prince was 
> Stirling Castle, to be brought up under the 
of the Earl and Countess of Mar. As he grew 
■8, the Earl of Mar's brotho-, Alexander Erskine, 
e the chief superintendant of his education; 
■der him four preceptors were employed, the 
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conversation about the prince, ratlicr than his ow 
nearer friends, if he found them not so meet. Tli 
two abbots were wise and modest My lady Mi 
was wise and sharp, and held the king in great awe 
and so did Mr. George Buchanan. Mr. Peter Yonn 
was more gentle, and was loath to offend the king i 
any time ; carrying himself warily, as a man wfa 
had a mind to his own weal, by keeping of his mi 
jesty*8 favour ; but Mr. George was a stoic philosc 
pher, who looked not far beforehand ; a man of nc 
table endowments for hb learning and knowledge < 
Latin poesy ; much honoured in other countries, pies 
sant in conversation, rehearsing at all occasions mc 
ralities short and instructive, whereof he had abmid 
ance, inventing where he wanted." 

James appears to have been, in his youth, of a ver 
docile but timid disposition : he was an apt schoUu 
and soon acquired a proficiency in letters which n 
fleeted no discredit on his instructors. Bnchanai 
in a manly dedication to the young monarch, of hi 
treatise, De Jure Regni, written when James was i 
hb thirteenth year, speaks of him in the followin 
favorable terms : " I have deemed its publication, 
he says, " expedient, that it may at once testify m; 
zeal for your service, and admonbh you of your dut 
to the community. Many circumstances tend t 
convince me that my present exertions will not prov 
fruiUess ; especially your age, yet uncomipted b; 
perverse opinions ; a disposition above your yean 
spontaneously urging you to every noble pursuit ; 
facility in obeying not only your preceptors, but a! 
prudent monitors ; a judgment and dexterity in dii 
quisition, which prevent you from paying much tc 
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BUtbnrit;, unlesa il be conGrmeil by aolid 
eni, I likewise peneirc, (hat, bj a kind of 

1 ins^nct, jou so shiior flaltery, Ihf nurse of 
,jr and thu moat ^ievoua pest of a I(?gi1iiiifltc 
cbj, thai JQU as hfarljly Iialc the courtly sojp- 
Lnd barbaFJ:4iiis, as tbi^y arc relbbcd and oJfected 

elegance, and who, by way of ^asoolag Iheir 
Mtion, aie petpeliiaily spiinkllugitwiCli majes- 
rdahipa, excellencies, and, if possible, with othei 
U0B9 stilt more naiiseaus. Altliougli (he bountj 
ire and the instniction of your govemon, may, 
lent, secore yon against this eiror, yet am I 
Ned to entertain same slight degree of suspicion, 
ril communicatioD, the alluiing narpe of the 
ihoald lend an unhappy impulse to your >tiU 
mind ; espeidally as I am not ignorant with 
mBtj fbe siterMd leoaea jield to ledoctink 
, lliijiifbn. Kill jtni tfai* tieatin, sot Mily m k 
I, bnt eren u an importanBte .and loiuetuDe) 
ent dun, wbo, in thia bint of Ufe, may toarey 
•jotd Out rocfca of adnlatioii, and maj not 

ofler yon adrice, but confine yon to tbe p«A 
jan hue entered; and if' yon ihcnid ebMoee 
inte, may lepRbcDd yon and recall year slepa. 
obey thu raonilor, yon will entore tnuiqniWtf 
neff and you family, and will tnunmit youi 
o the most remote posterity." * 

easy to peicriTC, under all this tone of com- 
t aniicipatioo, some strong misgrringa on Ote 
t his venerable preceptor. The my painted 
r in whidi he applanda tbe pdnce's instinctive 
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abhorrence of flattery, and dwells on the many ris 

which he runs of being sedaced by it, was in fii 

only a subtle way of instilling that sort of sentime 

in which James was most deficient. Instead ai hi 

ing adulation, one of the earliest propensities whi 

James evinced was an exceeding avidi^ for it ; ai 

far from requiring that " authori^ should always 

confirmed by solid argument,*' it was in gene 

enough, that some fiivorite or minion solicited t 

acquiescence of his judgment. His fisu^ility in coa 

plying with requests, had early alanned the i 

gacity of Buchanan; and hence the patriotic a 

xiety with which he expresses his fears that it m 

give an unhappy impulse to his future charact 

Chytrsus has, on the authority of Buchanan's i 

phew, recorded a curious expedient which he adopt 

for the purpose of correcting this foible in bis pupi 

character. He presented the king with two pi^ic 

which he requested him to sign ; and James, af 

having slightly interrogated him respecting their cc 

tents, readily affixed his signature to each, wIUk 

the precaution of even a cursory perusal. One 

them was a formal transfer of the regal authority 

Buchanan for the space of fifteen days. After I 

chanan, had quitted the royal presence, one of 1 

courtiers accosted him by his usual title ; but I 

chanan reproving him, announced the new dign 

which had been conferred upon him, and, with ti 

humour for which he was distinguished, began to 4 

the sovereign. He afterwards preserved the as 

deportment towards the king himself; and ftk 

James expressed his surprise at such extraoidioi 

conduct, Buchanan reminded him of having resigi 
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(he crown- Tliis reply did not t^nd la li^isen the con- 
fnunii of Jamefl, wtio defoanding aome fartlier cxpla- 
naiion, Bucbanan pioduced the buliiimcat by nhicli 
be *a3 fuimBlly uiTejted «ith (he soiereignt;. Re- 
iommg the cbaraclfr of tutor, he then Krioosl; ad- 
raonuhed the young prioce on the (oily of nnetiliDg 
to the pelilioDi uf any peiion in >u raib  niBnner. 

The impreuion which the sBlutatj leMons of Bo- 
dtuummiglKhBveDude, wu pmbably much leiswDed 
bj " the awe" in which, as Mctvil bills us, he kept 
his rojal pupil. Buelianan appeals to haji^ eared 
little about the sort of rrgsid for hioi&etf «hlch he 
iiupiied ; and in this surdj he shewed notlmi^ ef the 
jduIoK^ihet. "The bonuurable task," sajs one of his 
hJDgiaphers, " which the voice of hi» counlrj had as- 
ligned to his old age, he discharged with simple inte- 
giil;, and was little lalintoui what impression the 
■uictnes: of hit discipline might leave on the mind 
nf hie rojal pupil." Kothing can well he cooceiyed 
■Doie ridiculous thsn inlegrity like this; it is like 
beating and hardening a soil before the seed is sown. 
In esdmatiDg the merit of the discipline which 
he imposed, the imprt^sioo which it wa^ to Leave 
OB the mind of the piipit was the limt and last 

I tblDg to be considered. To give his precepts 
~~ :t, be should have osed every effort to make the 

i pteceptor revered and loved. Buchanan appears, on 
the contrary, to have demeaned tiiuuelf so as to be 
most lieartily detested hj the young prince. James 
■ted, in after life, to say of some person high in of- 
iceaboalbira," Ibat he ever trembled at his approach, 
it minded him so of liia pedagogue Buchaaao." Of 
the rude sort of discipline to which he was subjected. 
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two remarkable instances have been recorded ; liej 
of which is at all to Bdchanan's credit. The ] 
having coveted a tame sparrow wliich belonged U 
play-fellow, the master of Mar, solicited him witi 
effect to transfer his right ; and, in attempting to v 
it ont of his hand, he deprived the poor little an 
of life. Erskine loudly lamented its fate, ai^ 
circumstances were reported to Buchanan, who 
his young sovereign a box on the ear, aiid told 
that he was himself a true bird of the bloody na 
which he belonged. The incident was one from w! 
a more judicious tutor, a Fenelon or a Lindsay, wi 
have taken an opportunity of inculcating a mos 
fecting moral and political lesson ; but in the I 
and sarcasm of Buchanan, wc see nothing bat anc 
of those exertions of mere brutal force, which be 
at the moment affecting to condemn ; and a wai 
liberality, alike unMrortby of him as a man and 
preceptor. The other instance of Buchanan's d 
pline does him s^il less honour ; it shows thai 
could act as passionately from motive! of per» 
resentment, as from any pretended desire to vindi 
the rights of humanity. A theme which had I 
prescribed to the royal pupil, was the conspiracy ol 
Earl of Angus and other noblemen during tiie reig 
James the Third. After finishing it, James wasdivei 
himself with the master of Mar. Buchanan, who ' 
in the mean time, intent on reading, finding hin 
annoyed by their mirth, requested the king to 
sbt; but as no attention was pud to the Imit 
threatened to accompany his next inj iinc t km * 
something more impressive than words. James, wl 
ear had been tickled by the quaint application of 
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oe mentioned in his theme, aichly relied, ti^^t 
old be glad to see who would hM ths caL Bu- 
I inmediateij threw aside his book ^th indig- 
, and bestowed upon the delinquent that species 
^iBne which is deemed most ignominlons. The 
BIS of Mar being attracted by the wailing which 
[p foshed into the room, and demanded of Ba- 
it " bow he pfesnmed to. lay his hand upon the 

anointed ?*' To this interrogation he is said 
B letnrned the coarsest possible answer; desir- 
r ladydiip to kiss what he had whipped, 
regent, Morton, haying rendered himself nnpo- 
ly Tarious acts c^ rapacity and cruelty, so strong 
NMition.was raised against him, that in 1577 he 
ider the necessity of resigning the government 
le hands of the young king. The resignation, 
heksu, was but temporary. In less than % year 
Mtorton, repairing to Stirling, contrived to gain 
le gaiTison to his interest, and then 'seising his 
y 's person, resumed his former authority. James, 
er, found means to despatch a letter secretly to 
onrgh, complaining of this treatment, when great 
itions were instantly excited. The citizens 
rued to march to his relief, and Morton, to avert 
»nn, found it necessary to convey the king to 
irgb. 
entrance of James into his capital was cele- 

by a splendid pageant ; the st^rle of which 
ily contributed not a little to give a fixed ascen- 

to that inherent vanity of character, of the 

of which Buchanan was so justly apprehensive. 

entered the West Port, a party of masks, repre- 

l a deputation of the wise men of the east. 
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hailed him as a second Solomon come to bless lbs 
nations. The storj of the two women striTingfer 
the child was then represcnt(.*d, to signify to tlie peo- 
ple the surpassing wisdom which they might expect 
to find in tlu* decrees of their young sovereign. M 
he advanced, Ixivc presented him with the keys of 
the city ; Peace liarangued him in the language of 
Arcadia ; Plenty oiTered her congratulations in tbit 
of Campania; and Justicci as a more bome-bnd 
deity, told him in plain Scotch, " how unco glad she 
was to sec him." His majesty then repaired to 8t 
Giles's Church, where Religion made a solemn ad- 
dn*ss to him in Hebrew ; after which, a worthy diviM 
expounded, in a short sermon of two hours and a htU, 
the causes, circumstances, and consequences of Ite 
distressed state of the kingdom of Israel, that b tt 
say, the modem kingdom of Israel, inhabited by tfail 
ehosen people of God, the Scotoh. After sermon, Ul 
majesty rc})aired to the market cross, where he found 
Dacchus bestriding a hogshead^ and distributing boa- 
|K*rii of wine among tlie people ; while trumpets sound- 
ed, and tlie, multitude helpi'd to rend the air with 
their shouts. The king tiien descended tlie Hi^ 
Street, towards tlie ancient palace of Uolyrood ; as hi 
entered which, the shades of all the Scottuh kingl 
from Fergus I., apinrared to welcome him as the In 
rcprt>s(.*ntaUve of Uieir manifold virtues. 

James, who was as yet only in hu twelfth yi 
made but a boy's use of his liberty. Ue was no 
released from the stem controul of Morton, than ht 
gave himself up to the guidance of two favorites, Iki 
Duke of Lennox and the Earl of Arran, who, with llfl 
policy usual to favorites, made it their study to 



fcgr One -dans» to 

«rii»ng|diiidMitf; 



1 «r tiieirragpil 
w -As 



MM lyl^^^fl' <3o«iieto]MlMHBor 

■ft. Tl i«HdL«lwv«t«lft»knKil 
riPtftMM^piM^.iMlHllj aoBt toadv«rtiie kkfiiwdi 
■f mtm 111 hiHirMMl When^Ms, tefoal cf the 
■Mtj, hmI aU liiaae thttt weve n Hm 
at knid, rapaked to Botinpcny lAen, 
w ■Miiij. Ihnj resohod to detaa the 
Ifa^ aid keep Ub piisiNKr. The next day, vriien 

nyiag to go out, they stopt hmi j 

_ ^ into a panioa and weeping, fir 

tjom boldly. thoag|b nidely, told him, «it 

fer hb tean — better that baims greet 



» »» 



The conqnaton went duoogh die finn of present- 
K a KBHMMlrance to dieir royal captive, stating '* the 
miatirmi, cahunnies, oppressions, and peise* 
which dKj had soffiered for two years, by 
ofthe Dnke of Lennox and theEad of Airan, 
Ae wkereof woe never heretofore home in Scot- 
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land." James, yielding to the necessity of hb tit 
tion, sent an order to Lennox to quit the kingdc 
and another for the imprisonment of Arran ; and, 
the same time, bsued a proclamation discharging 
commissions which he had given to either of th( 
and declaring that in so doing he acted not from oc 
pulsion, but from a view to ^e good of the comm 
wealth. 

The party who had now got James into their pov 
had certainly the good of their country at heart ; 
it must be confessed that they employed their asc 
dancy in a way little calculated to win over the yo< 
prince to a cordial approbation of the course wl 
had been forcibly imposed upon him. Disciple 
the reformed religion, they suffered its minister 
have a degree of influence over them in matters ] 
taining to the civil administration, which to no pri 
hood can ever be conceded with safety. Insteac 
endeavoring to moderate the fiery zeal of presbi 
rianism, they rather encouraged it to wander into 
cesses, not only personally offensive to the king, 
subversive of the most important attributes of 
sovereign authority. It was a zeal without kn 
ledge ; which, left to itself, did not disdain to < 
cend to acts of the pettiest hostility. When He 
the Third of France sent over an ambassador to Jan 
tlie Presbyterian preachers refused to believe, 1 
the envoy of a Catholic king could come for any ol 
purpose than with some secret design to restore 
Caliiolic religion ; and, acting on this slirewd so 
cion alone, they proceeded to inveigh against hini 
name from their pKlpits, in a manner which eel 
propriety and decency at defiance. And when 
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mmgistntes of Edinburgh had, at the request of the 
king, appcnnted a day for publicly entertuning the 
ambusadoT and hb suite, the clergy thought it a right 
cunning trick of their craft, to order a general fast to 
be observed on the occasion, and, that there might be 
no erasion of it, they took care to keep the people all 
day in dinrch by tiie length of thdr sermons ! 

The reign of tte Gowrie adnunistration did not 
bowrrer last kmg. James contrived to escape out of 
the hands of his keepers ; and calling his old favorite, 
Allan, and others of like disposition around him, issued 
a prodamation, declaring his majes^'s detention at 
Ratfanren to be an act of treason on the part of all 
conoemed in it ; and promising pardon only on con- 
dition of their malung the most prompt and abject 
sabmisuon. An attempt by Gowrie and his firiends 
to protect themselves from the effects of this re-action 
was onsnccessful ; and Gowrie, being taken, was 
tiied, ccmdemned, and executed for treason. 

Airan now ruled with undivided sway ; James gave 
himself up entirely to his direction, and was in fact 
(mly king in name. The most important offices of 
the state were conferred on the favorite, and he " so 
mled,'* says Crawford, " as to make the whole sub- 
jects tremble under him, and every man to depend 
npcMi him." 

The sagacious, though austere, Buchanan thus be- 
held all his worst fears respecting his royal pupil real- 
ised. He saw him the confirmed slave of that pro- 
pensity to flattery and favouritism, which he had early 
marked in his disposition, and against which he had 
so assiduously but vainly endeavoured to fortify his 
nund. The treatise which Buchanan had written, for a 

PAnr 3.] c 




14 LIVES OF BlflHBNT SCOTflMBN. / 

perpetual admonitioii to James, of the te^rocal ri|^ti 
of kings and their subjects, he had now the mortificatkwi 
to find not only proscribed at court, but, through the 
influence of the court, solemnly condemned by the 
legislature. Buchanan had ventured to maintain that 
all power is derived from the people ; that it ia more 
safe to entrust our liberties to the definite protection 
of the laws, than to the precarious discretion of the 
king ; that the king is bound by those conditions^ 
under which the supreme power was originally com- 
mitted to his hands ; that it is lawful to resist, and 
even to punish, tyrants.* Such doctrines as these were 
little palatable to the sort of persons who bad now 
the direction of James's conduct, and in a pariiament 
which they called in the year 1584, they procured an 
act, condemning the Dialogue De Jun Regni, as abo 
the History of Scotland, which Buchanan had writ- 
ten in the same spirit, as unfit to remain for a recoid 
of truth to posterity ; and commanding every penoa 
who possessed copies of them, to surrender them 



* During the earlier part of James's minority, and 
when Buchanan was supposed to have some influence 
over the young king's proceedings, several coins were 
struck, with a remarkable inscription borrowed hma^ 
the Emperor Trajan. One side presented a naked 
sword, supporting a crown on its point, and surrounded 
with this legend. Pro Me, Si Merear. In Me, " I give 
you this sword to use for me, but if I deserve it^ to 
plunge into me." " Hoc lemma," says Bioddimai^ 
<* (quo et suum advcrsus reges ingenium prodit) Oeoi'- 
gium Buchananum Jacobi VL pr»ceptorem subminit- 
trasse omncs consentiunt" a. a. 
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ulafci liwij 6Kpt Bate • pMillf dTtiro ItnidAd 
' iBoideir Ikkt thejr aii^ be iiuged oftke 
•ad eiitMv^iMy mMen^' wisbh'tiiey 



Tlw aemtty w^ uludi BodniMii speaks» ia Ui 
Hhtoiy, of *e ooadnel of Qwiea Maiy, is «M to 
kiPBl!M4M»e«iMidciabte cane of ito thiti aheiieg 



* SedeiriMS tibeimgimef ietiaMaiilMfft^,ttet 
te m eCBteiy eftpf, tiie Bielogtte Jk Jwr$ Rtgid 
CHrtioMd M obfeel of kgiibtive pfoiciripi^^ la 
t§U^m§pA^ mmdH of Sootfuid iuiied e piecle- 
ttHiMy pielMtbg aU tobjeefs* of whetover degiee* 
^pMfityv er nudt» fiNne tuniciibiBg or ciNsoletiiig my 
oifki of a iwwflrtpt litarietion of dw DiiSo^Kiie 
Jh/mnRtgni. And ia 1^83, tbe vniiemtjr of Ox* 
fcid doooMd the wotk to tiie flames, along with tiiose 
of ItUtoa, Laagoet, and srreral other political here- 
ties I It may not be ont of place to add the cbaiac* 
tor which has been given of this once proscribed woric, 
by one of the ablest political writers of our own day. 
«* Baehaoaa," says Sir James Mackintosh, in his De- 
ftace oi the French Rerolation, " seems to have 
been the first scholar who caught from tiie ancients 
the noble flame of republican enthusiasm. This 
praise is merited by hb neglected, though incompara- 
Ue tract De Jure JR^gfm, in which the jmnciples of 
popolar politics, and the maxims of a free govern- 
BOiC, are delivered with a precision and enforced 
with an energy whidi no former age had equalled, 
and BO sncceedingone has surpassed." 

A, S. 

c2 
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the fate of the Dialogue De Jure Regnu Nor can it 
be denied, that raach ought to be conceded to the 
warmth of a son's resentment for a mother's wrongs. 
But James had never hitherto shewn any thing of the 
feelings of a son towards his unhappy parent, and has 
therefore no claim to apology on that account. He 
had never as yet evinced more than a passing concern 
for her misfortunes ; nor, though rising into manhood, 
had he taken any step to rescue her from the afSicting 
captivity to which a treacherous and cruel rival had 
consigned her. A generous gallantry had, time after 
time, given birth to schemes for her release; but 
the world had long waited in vain for the hour, when 
filial duty and national honour were to arm a son and 
sovereign in the ill-fated Mary's behalf. 

When Elizabeth was, at length, on the eve of con- 
summating her cruelty to Mary, by an act of atrocity 
as wicked as any recorded in the annals of time, — when 
death on the scaffold was the threatened termination of 
Mary's sufferings, — James did, from a regard to de- 
cency, what affection would probably never have 
prompted. He sent a remonstrance to Elisabeth, 
protesting against the illegality of the proceedings 
against bis mother, and pledging his credit both at 
home and abroad, to revenge any injury offered to 
her person. Elizabeth, however, paid no attention to 
hb remonstrance ; and the murder of Mary was per- 
petrated. 

The King of France too remonstrated against the 
bloody deed ; but, if Rapin may be credited, Bel- 
lievre, the French ambassador, had, at the same ttme, 
orders to solicit privately the execution of Mary. 
Had the Scotch envoy orders of the same kind ? The 
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af Janefl^ on On aocawm, aiet 

mlh a icpfoof, wfaicb, flioii^ not wy 

loMiniy is aaffieieiitlj rewMHfcaWe* Am 

dap Inppeaed to be seised npoa the west 

bj Rodfiiefc Macapfl, Land of Banay, sar- 

Boy Ae Toibalait. Qneoi EBabelii com- 

of it to James, as an act of piiacy, com- 

iipOB ber sabjects, and insisted on redress. 

Laiad of Banay was accordingly brought to 

at Efiabmgh, for the offence. He was inter- 

wby he treated Qoeen Efiabeth's subjects 

sach isfostioe? IfacneO replied, tiutt he 

himself bound by has loyalty to retaliate, as 

bjia has power, die anpardonable mjary 
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MO I I 1 ol tke people, teok iM 

fpfi y.Ga |M ft u a Yeij lemadnble 

MBi Ml. • t . ly oC the pmbyterian 

jlcqQ wkl 4» A aoofftlj after bis wmal 

iqptJDaqBfikt * jae»aiod up," Mjt.Cilderwood, 
tlfc fcjy ^ ojptet. oC end his hands Bfted ap tp beateat 
pd Md^a he pniiwd God that he was bom is ^ tina 
f iha %ht of the foqpel, and hi saeh a plaeefcas 
pbeU^y.oCsDohachndi, the Bhieeiett hide in te 
radkL Tbe <iiiiiefa oC Geneva beep VwM^e and 
falaCEartqraKlCaiiiftnuM). What have they for 
hcai? Tbegf have no institution. AslDroorneif^- 
taav bi4t qf .S^qgbnd, their service is an eyil said 
0m In English; .tliey want nothing of the mass bat 
he BfUiQgk I chaige jon« my good mb^ters, doo- 
PSi^clden^ nobles^ gentlemen, and banms, tp stand 
^ yoar parity, and to exhort the people to do the 
apw^and-I forsooth as hmg as I brook life, shall 
«iiii^ tiie same." 

yplwiflMitandmg the warmth of this protestation, 

9 presbyterian clergy appear to have placed no 

^ in its sincerity ; And the old warfare between the 

pit and throne was speedily revived. They sus- 

\ed James of a secret inclination to popery ; and 

) is sufficient evidence extant to shew, that he 

at least, no friend at heart to that presbyterian 

h, which he publicly pretended to regard as 

sincerest kirk in the world.'' 

eputation from another general assembly, which 

May, 1592, drew from James a very different 

harangue from that which we have just quoted. 

ressed to the deputation, in terms of great 

ice, his indignation against the clergy for 
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speaking with so niich freedom from the pvlpit 
•gainst him and his nobility, and defending the eoB* 
duct of the Earl of Morraj, Buchanan, and Kaos ; 
who, added his majesty, '' conld only be defended by 
traitors and seditious theologoet." The depvta&Ni 
seem, at first, to have replied with some degiee ef 
reserve ; but the audience being renewed in die il^ 
temoon, Andrew Melvin spoke out with s«ch on- 
measured boldness in defence of the object! of his 
majesty's resentment, that the Chancellor (Amn) 
told him, that he had appeared to have forgotten ''the 
errand he came for." Melidn undauntedly repfied^ 
that he would not be silenced by him or any other 
subject. l*he king renewed hb censure of the good 
regent, (as Murray was called,) and his two adbe> 
rents ; and particularly objected to Buchanan's book* 
DtJure Regnu " These men," said Melvm, '< phioed 
the crown on your majesty's head." " No," lepfied 
James, " the crown came to me by succession, mi 
not through the favour of any man." Melvin rf 
joined, that " they were, however, the instmncnf 
and whoever has prejudiced your mind agiunst the 
is neither true to your majesty, nor to the comuM 
wealth." The king afterwards remariced, that K 

had called his mother a , and had approvec' 

" the shiughter of David" in her presence, 
king or queen," said Patrick Galloway, " be a 
derer, why should they not be called so ?" 

The jealousy with which the clergy tef 
James, never slept. Some new circumstance < 
picion was constantly arising to wake it intop) 
When the Spanish armada invaded England 
nobles of Scotland, who still adhered to the 
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idft|»l 1 iato a oonqpfaaey in itt finppvr; 

msA, I , wore tNm^ied ftte ooontij. 

After a taan abie i^ Jamet wm prerailed on to 
nftirllieir fBtanu ilie elogj immedlalely tomidMl 
Hhftktm of tte dinger from papery, and nSted 
apinit tfie Ung Cw Idi demeoej In tiie bfttemt 
teVBH« lapai^ndar, one Black, a miaitter ot St 
Amdtm^t, ia a fens daelaiod, tiiat flie king, by 
ptwihUag tfiegrtiiiinn \ popish loids, had deaioa- 
ataatodtfie tMaehoy of ms hewt; he a^d, teteU 
UictiMW tfie defU's ddldien; that Satan raled the 
aeoMUi oovrt ; that Qneea Eliabeth wM an atfaflitt; 
dMIlMiiiMltywefeaieiQieatotiiechiiich; and the 
lAidecf ScMkNia set of miscreanli and hoben. 

Blaek was fommoaed to answer for this eitfaTagaiit 

ataia hdbie the piivy coondi ; but he fauisted, that 

akt condnct or hmgiiage of a ciergyman in the pvUk* 

pit coald'onlj be tried before Ae ecclesiastical courts. 

Die king fbund himself too weak to inflict any pu- 

drfnaent upon the " seditious theologue ;" and his 

letfann, the clergy, instead of censuring bis conduct, 

idained a solemn fast to be kept, to avert impend- 

g jodgments, on account of the ill-treatment of the 

tUnl pastors of the church. The ministers of 

'mburgh .shewed especial zeal on the occasion; 

Ted to it, we are told, by an anonymous letter, 

ch intimated that the king had some dangerous 

>me on foot against them. Walter Balcauqual, 

* a long invective from the pulpit against the 

tbery of the king and his mlnbters, addressed 

elf to the nobility then present, and called on 

to imitate the conduct of their ancestors in 

isly supporting their religion; and requested 
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the principal persons present to meet at the end «f 
the serrice, to assist himself and his colleagaes with' 
their advice. At this conference, a petition was pro* 
]>ared and ordered to be presented to the king by two 
no!>lemen, two gentlemen , and two mipisteii. The 
persons who presented the petition treated hb majeiiy 
witli little ceremony; and a multitude of people 
crowding into the presence after them, the king be- 
came alarmed, and withdrew suddenly into aaodier 
room, the doors of which he ordered to be made fttfd; 
When the people learned that the king had thus evaded 
giving an ear to their complaints, they became qoile 
outrageous, and, if they had not been restmlned by 
the deacon convener, to whom it belonged to urfbil 
the blue blanket,* there was great danger that diey 
would have forced opep the doors, and destroyed tiie 
king and all that were with him. 

James, to avoid a second petition, withdrew from 
Edinburgh to Linlithgow, from which he issued a pio- 
clamation, reciting the " treasonable uproar" whidi 
had driven him from the capital, and commandiBg 
the Lords of Session to remove from it as "an nmale 
place for the ministration of justice," and ** ail noble- 
men and barons to despatch them to their homes, and 
not presume to convene either in that or any other 
place, without his majesty's licence, under the pahi 
of his highnesses displeasure." 

The obedience shewn to this proclamation was 
more general and implicit than might have been a* 



* The ancient banner ; the unfurling of which r 
a signal of danger, on which all the citizens of Ed: 
burgh were bound to rally around it 
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Mcialion of tiie adbiBfty nd ylij 
wan.mder the iiiciwilj ef jjfaigtp 
i^ wwithg of mriiaiwif was oftUtd bj 
»; wd te tannlt hp-vng ben deflkied bigb 
'iifeioltitiQB wMdbpted tDfiOMmoBOB a pio* 
'Ilia ioBOipoiatioB of: Edfabni^ Hw 
r»  w ^j g, WM fiudly bntbed up, by flM ci^f 
la fnf «0 tiK kmg a iaa of SO/NX) aodnk 
of tba people frasaow dnm to ai 
has beea joUj tenaad esa of tta aMMt 
ia ScottUi histocj-— tibo eelebmliil 
OmrkOmafkmy. JaaMosbaU bbaaeif betfaeiafaip 
torvf ' Aa rtoiT "ttf tibii aatsaoidiiiMT tmiiiafrttun, 

Ob 4m M of Aogait* 1600» Myt the aalliaiia ao* 
oomt idlleii Mi najertj pnbUihedy wha* JaoMf waste- 
lidfalgatlindaiid, gomg oat to hunt in the moiiiiiig» he 
fvaaaooofted by Alennder RntbTen, who lofonMd 
hfaa^ 4iat on tiie pieoedfaig ereniog he had selaed a 
sinaiger, who had nnder hb cloah a pot filled with a 
vast qaantity of foreign gold ; that he had seoaied 
the atraBger, and thought it his daty to infoim the 
king* James suspected him to be a foreign priest* 
camci to eicite commotions in the kingdom, and wlshe4 
to send authority to the magistrates of Perth to en- 
qidre into the matter; but Rathveneageriy persuaded 
the king to go in person for that purpose. The king 
aeeoidingly went to Perth, with only twenty persons 
ia hia tiain, and was met by the Eari of Cowrie and 
saveial citiaens. The king was invited to a repast at 
the eaifa house, during which the earl is said to have 
looked pensive and embarassed. When the repast 
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was over, and his majesty's attendants had retli 
dine in another room, Rothven whispered James, 
now was the time to go to the chamber wber 
stranger was kept James assenting, Rnthrea 
ducted him op a staircase, and then throng m 
apartments, the doors of which he locked h 
him, tiJi he came to a small study, fai which 
stood a man clad in armour, with a sword and a 
ger by his side. The king, who expected to 
found one disarmed and bound, started, and inq 
if this was the person ? On this, Ruthven snai 
the dagger from the girdle of the man in armonr 
holding it to the king's breast, " Remember," 
he, " how unjustly my father suffered by your 
mand ; you are now my prisoner ; submit to mj 
posal without resistance or outcry ; or this d 
shall avenge his blood." James expostulated 
Ruthren ; entreated and flattered him. , The n 
armour stood all the while motionless. RuthTei 
tested, that if the king raised no outcry bis life si 
be safe ; and then, moved by some unknown re 
retired from the closet to call his brother, leavii 
the man in armour the care of the king, whoi 
bound by oath not to make any noise in his abs 
While the king was in this critical situatioi 
attendants growing impatient to know whetlu 
had retired, one of Gowrie's servants entered ha 
and told them the king had just rode away to ] 
land. All of them rushed out into the street, 
Oowrie seconding their hurry, called for their h 
to be got ready. By this time, his brother. Ah 
der Ruthven, had joined the king, and sweaifai| 
there was no alternative, but that he must die, of 
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tolMllibfaaidB. Unanned M James was, be fieoro- 
ed to nlmit to tint indignity, and clos^g with tiie 
anaaii^ a ieice atroggle ensued. The man Itt ar- 
SMMff 1^ stood as before, amaaed and motioniess ; 
aad the kbg, dragg;ing Botfaven towaids a window, 
wkiA, doling his absence, be had penoaded die per- 
aoft wifli.whoaR be was left to opea> cried, with a wild 
tMdafti^rted voioe, "Treason I Treason! Help! I 



His attendants beaid and knew tiie Toioe, and saw 
at tin TRdndow a band which grasped the king's nedi 
with vioknce. lliiey flew to bis a8sbtane&' Tbik 
Dnke oi Lennox and Eail of Mar, with the greater 
anmber, ran np the pmicipal staircase^ bnt Ibmid all 
flfe doois sbnt. Sir John Bamsaj, with a few oHiers^ 
fntiH<«g by a bade staircase whidi led to tiie apart^ 
awBt where die king was, fovnd the door open, and 
nsbing npon RnlbYen, who was still stmggUng with 
tiie ki^g, strock him twice with his dagger,attd tbtust 
Inm towaids tlie staircase, where Sir Thomas Erskine 
and Sir Hn^ Herries met and killed him ; Ruthven 
Cfjing with his last breath, " Alas ! I am not to 
blame for this action/* During this scuffle, the man 
in armoor, who had been concealed in the study, 
esci^>ed nnobseryed. Along with Ramsay, Erskine, 
and Herries, one Wilson, a footman, returned into 
the room where the king was ; but before they had 
time to close the door, Gowrie rushed in with a drawn 
sword in each hand, followed by seven of his at- 
toMUmts well armed, and, with a loud voice, threat- 
ened them all with instant death. Ramsay and his 
party, tliongh so unequal in numbers, faced the earl, 
sad a smart encounter ensued; Ramsay pierced 

PAAT 3J] D 
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Gowrie through the heart, who fell down dead wi 
out uttering a word ; and hb followers having leocii 
several wounds, unmediately fled. A great noiae i 
continued at the door opening firom the prind 
staircase, where many penons were labouring in t 
to force a passage. The king, being assured that ti 
were Lennox, Mar, and his other friends, ordered tfa 
to be admitted. On their rushing forward and ft 
ing the king unexpectedly safe, nothing could exc< 
the warmth of their congratulations ; and James € 
ing on his knees with all his attendants around hi 
offered solemn thanks to God for so wonderful a i 
liverance. 

The danger, however, was not yet over. The 
habitants of the town, whose Provost Gowrie vi 
and by whom he was extremely beloved, hearing 
the fate of the two brothers, ran to arms and s 
rounded the house, threatening revenge and mak 
use of many insolent and opprobrious expressii 
against the king. James endeavoured to pacify 
enraged multitude by speaking to them from ' 
window ; he admitted their magistrates into 
house, and related to them the whole circumstances 
they had occurred ; these being repeated to the peo] 
their fury subsided and they dispersed. The bo<i 
of the two brothers were committed to the cuttodj 
the magistrates of Perth, and the king retamed in 
evening to Falkland. 

Diligent search was made for the man in anna 
from whom great discoveries were expected; I 
Henderson, the Earl of Gowrie*s steward, who» nj 
a promise of pardon, confessed himself to be the n 
declared he was quite a stranger to the designa ol 
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toOodfinrtiMl > «Mq^ and mmm •! 

«i thift toooont, n f fconiihed. Nor was it 

alone tiiat the s f of the conspincj was 

credited. Osbom telb iif» that not a Sooteman 

dd be met with beyond tea who did not kia|^ at 

lad agree that die lelatioa moideied all pombility 

tediL 

was, indeed, a strange ttoiy. Two biodien 
ore the design of mnidering the king in revenge 
«ir fiUher's death ; and the mode which they do- 
ts the fittest for the bloody purpose, is to wile 
ng to their own castle, so thi^ there may be no 
who committed the deed, nor any dmnce of 
ig die pmishment which it merited 1 James 
\octed into a closet to be nraidered, in the 
e of a man in armour, who, thoagh in armonr, 
1 there for no other porpose than to look on ; 
isins being careful that the fool deed should 
d2 
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; be committed without some person tQwitiieH» 
d, if necessary, to swear afterwardB which of the 
others struck the deadly blow. Growiie has not 
cart enough for the job, and throws the execatifm of 
i on his brother Alexander, who, instead of poignaid- 
.«g James at once, as he might have done, and as any 
ordinary assassin would have done, first proceeds, 
with all the decent formality of a public ezecutioiier, 
to apprise James that his last hour is now come» and 
that he must, for quietness sake, sofier his hands to 
be tied ! James, animated by the desperation of the 
moment, with a courage which nature had denied 
to him constitutionally, struggles with Ruthven, and* 
in spite of the odds against him, succeeds in dragging 
the assassin to th» window ; which window, by the 
way, James, as if he foresaw what was to happen, hm 
cunningly taken care to prevail on the man in armoi 
to open, while Gowrie had gone out for his brothe' 
Minutes elapse before Sir John Ramsay, alarmed 1 
the cries of the king, can reach the closet ; t 
James is all tliis while struggling for his life again' 
man armed with a dagger, and escapes without a sii 
wound or even scratch to swear by ! Ruth 
though so hard pressed, though on the brink of 
posure and destruction, never asks his man in ai 
to lend a hand ; and the man in armour as unac 
tably stands by and never offers to take his w 
part ! Gowrie rushes in to his brother's aid, s 
content with one trusty rapier, comes armed 
sword in each hand ! In short it would be en 
recapitulate all the absurdities with which the 
fraught It is from beginning to end a mas 
pable inve-ntion. We may well say with M 
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that A9tivotateiii«iMviolealljp«tto4MjUf by 

liietfail^fc llii w w i , wiMM, if <h^lt«d doMoiy tUag 

to «adt denOy «Ikj B^bt tefc baen at cmUj «eiaod 

adHiwu^i to » lagal-tiiaL It is iboddiig to mp- 

pa aa ^ <hK J a nwi torid tarte baen aceesMrjr to a plirt 

lor tokhg^nvayOe tttit of tipo innocaBt aMnb*. 

kwaAlBf iMrvirtiKa; bat be baa laft «• ao altor- 

■aipabataaea battefi^ ao, «ff belioidng aaotber story 

vUdbaotaallcvedibitityatdeftaace. It was the datjr 

af Jatoaay aaba regarded his ehaiaeter, to shew ttiot a 

ttagieal event, bi wfaldi be pUjed so principal a part, 

was^ jeatifiably brought about ; and dace he has 

biled Biiserabiy ftuled, in doing so, the world caa- 

ot be to blame that dot^ accuse him* 

In 160S, the death of Queen Elisabeth opened, for 

nea, the way to the English throne* On the sun- 

y pievious to his departore for England, he went to 

) diurcfa of Saint Giles, as if to taJce a solemn fare- 

1 of the subjects of his native kingdom. The mi- 

er preached an appropriate discourse; and', the 

^le seeming to be mach moved, Ae king addressed 

1, at the end of the service ; — expressed his great 

tbment to them ; requested them not to be de- 

d oa account of his departure ; and promised, 

IS his power of serving them was now increased^ 

d3 
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they should derive a proportionable advantage from 
his liberality. 

It was thought by some individuals of oonsideratioB 
in England, particularly Lord Cobham, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and Sir John Fortescue, that the accesiion of 
a stranger to the English throne, afforded a favorable 
opportunity for fixing, in a more precise manner than 
had yet been done, the bounds of the royal preroga- 
tive ; and they were, therefore, desirous of having a 
declaration of rights prepared for James's assent, in 
tlie same manner as was afterwards done with respect 
to William, at the revolution of 1688. In this wise 
and patriotic design, however, they were overruled by 
Cecil, Northumberland, and others of greater influence, 
who wished to curry favour with the new monaidi ; 
and James was allowed to ascend the English throne, 
unfettered by a single stipulation. 

The opinions which James was known to entertain, 
on the subject of kingly power, made this want of 
a compact the more to be lamented. The flatterers, 
with whom he had, from his boyhood, been surrounded 
had completely eradicated all that respect for popular 
rights, which his early preceptor, Buchanan, had la- 
boured to instil into his mind ; and by his solema 
proscription of the Dialogue De Jure Regm, he had . 
proclaimed to the world, that it was by the tenure of 
divine and hereditary right alone, he held the sove- 
reignty of one kindom, and aspired to that of another. 
When, accordingly, he was allowed to take posses- 
sion, without ceremony, of the vacant throne of Eng- 
land, he did so with an idea that he succeeded to the 
same nearly unlimited power, which, for upwards of a 
century, had been exercised by the English sovereigns*. 
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Tbe alile condocst «Bd pecolipr conjimctiiKi of c3r- 
cunsteaoes to wbk^ lus piedecessonwaro io anicii 
radeblai lor the pt es c n ra tioii of f^ joepCie, he leisiiis 
to bmf^ caiiraiy overioofced ; and ta one- who oonld 
Inwgiwe'thit they had leigned so long by the men 
fiicee ai dieir divine zi^t, H waa a matter of aatamt 
JBfenw i u v tiiat there eodd be no danger or difficoity 
iBtwrthigto the same convenient sanction for what- 
ever he ahoold please to. do ; no matter, how hnpni* 
dent* unjust, intolenait, or c^pricioos* 

Hat tids linQ exaggemted pictue of JTamesfs real 
seotfaneBts, is proved by his public declarations on- 
^Mve A«n one occanon* In a speech to pariJament 
a 1^1, he was pleased.to rqirove them In very sharp 
k mil, lor not saying *' that thdr pdvileges weie de- 
lived fkoDi the.gmceandpemussion ol him and his 
an cestof s*** And when the same pariiament protested 
t|iat '* the liberties, franchises, privileges, and juris- 
dictions of parliament are the ancient and undoubted, 
hhtiifight and inheritance of the subjects of England '" 
be. was so enraged, that, sending for the journals of the 
CcHnmons, he, with his own hand, befpre the council, 
tme out this protestation, and ordered his reprobation 
of sqch extraordinary doctrine to be recorded in the 
Council book* 

Had Jame» been a prince of ability and virtue, it 
would have been a matter of indifference what his 
speculative opinions were, respecting the relationship 
between kings and their subjects. He would have 
mled well in spite of them ; nor would the want of a 
constitutional compact have been greatly felt. But 
being of a weak mind and corrupt disposition, the 
eslnvagant notion which he entertsuned of the royal 
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prerogative, could only be expected to lerre u i 
apology for unbounded folly and great wickcdneak 

To the interested policy of Cecil and hit puty^' 
may, therefore, in a great measure ascribe the calamft- 
ties which were brought upon the English and Soottiih 
nations, by the arbitrary pretensions of the Stoart 
race. They might have established the rights of iBbm 
people on a sure basb, and they did not ; for the sake 
of sharing in the first spoils of despotism, they gave iq» 
their country into its hands for ages. 

One of the first uses which James made of hb new- 
ly-acquired power, was of a nature peculiariy cafca- 
lated to give offence to the English nation. He waa 
followed to England as to another Canaan, overflow- 
ing with milk and honey, by numbers of the neediest 
and least worthy of his countrymen ; and, true to tke 
promise which he made when leaving Edinburgh, he 
was not sparing to them of the good things which ha 
had it now in his power to bestow. Wealth and ho* 
nors were showered upon them with the most indeceni 
profusion ; nay, so public did the repioadi become, 
that James was under the necessity of making 
some apology for it to parliament. The BNOiner to 
which he excused himself presents a curions spednen; 
of ingenuous assurance. ** Had I been overspaiing 
to them," said he, " they might have thou^t Joseph 
had forgotten his brethren, or that the king had beea 
drunk with hts^new kingdom. If I did respect the: 
English when 1 came first'- what might the Scotdi; 
have justly said, if I had not in some measure dealt 
bountifully with them that so long had served me^ 80> 
far adventured themselves with me, and been so ftdlh- 
ful to me ? Such particular persons of the Scotliri^ 
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ai aiigkt daim aay eztraordinaiy merit at mj 
, X hsre abeadj seawnabl j lewaided ', and I 
MWB jou tint tbere is none left for ufaom I 
e tliaaidin arily to stiain mjself fiurtfaer." 
s tnie, that* boimtifiil as James was to Us own 
■ynienthe was still more so to some of his new 
4s. Sir Anth(my Weldon tells ns, that •' ihej 
len lived at cbfoi, and were carious obserreni of 
man's actions, could lunre affinned tliat Salis- 
Soffolk, and Nortiiampton, and their friendadid 
xe than the wIm^ nation of Scotland, Dttnbar 
tod. All the Scots in general scaioe got the. 
of these English getten.*' 
t Ebglish nation had doubtless great foason to 
ain of the prodigality of thdr new moaaich.^ 
ot becanse be shewed more&vourto the natives 
> one kingdom, than those of the otiier ; they 
lament a prince intoxicated by his exaltation ; a 
I whose ear was to be gained by any one, whether 
I or English, who could minister to his vanity 
usement ; a prince, unable to appreciate either 
Edne of what he gave away, or the merit of 
on whom it was bestowed. ** Merit, as such," 
says very truly, ** was always neglected or over- 
1 by him ; he knew it not, or regarded it not, but 
red his flatterers to all others.*' 
les, in a speech to parliament. Anno 1609, 
I that " at his entrance into Enghmd, they saw 
lake knights by hundreds, and baions in great 
iT." Osbom assures us, that in the first two 
of his reign, he made the amazing number of 
lousand and twenty ^two knights; and from 
ck's Parliamentary Debates, we learn that he 
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added no less than sixty-two members to 
Such a prostitution of honors and pre 
have been of pernicious example, < 
conferred ; but to the English nation i 
no small aggravation of the evil, that 
portion of them shonld have been bo: 
viduab, who were aliens to the coont 
pense they took place. It is imposs 
scribe to the justice of what Harris sa^ 
** Had there been an union of the two 
had doubtless been good policy ; bu 
not; these preferments could serve no 
to create jealousies among tiie Engl 
complaints. For why should men of a 
have ^txe power of legislation? Wh 
whose property lay elsewhere, and wh( 
were at a distance, have a power of 
which they themselves might easily 
reach of, and their families be free from 
the vrill of James, who, though he seld 
himself, cared not to be counselled, ani 
nerally acted unwisely." 

The attachment which James had ] 
in Scotland, for the Presbyterian chu 
cerest church in the world,'' as he ^ 
call it, led the Puritans in England, a i 
spirit and doctrines, to indulge strong li 
in the sight of their new soverei^. A 
ed by no less than seven hundred and 
of this persuasion, was presented to Ja 
lating him on his accession to the tt 
however, quickly convinced them, tha 
len into a very unscriptural delusion in 
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in pilnco." The celebruled conference at Hamp- 
oiui wai sumrnoDeri, for Ihe profeued piupnie of 
HDDg Into Uie objectiani of tbe purilans, agaiiut 
ocUine, gon'mment, and discipline of Jhe ealH- 
^ charch ; but in reiUilj lo eSord Jxiora an op- 
oily of pubJicly rccBnIiiig all be had emuidin 
favauT, anil of shewing witb what kingly decea- 
I cQuId ahuBe and Jaugb aI meOf among whom be 
lefbrc blessed besTcn, it was his lot la be cut. 
ill tell yau," said he, to the loida and bishops ; 
iv« lived among this sort of men ever since I «m 
can old ; but 1 nay say of myself, u Chriit 
if himself, tliOQgb I have lived aranng tlieoi, yet 
1 had ability to judge, 1 was never of them." 
ung of Scotch Fresbyieiianism, he added, thai 
L^cd wilh a monarchy as God, nod the Devil. 
Jack uid Tom, and Will and Dick, shall 
, and at then- pleasnK cenauie me and my cona- 
nd all out pTDceedings. Then Will shall stand 
id say, it niusi be thus; thc^nDick shall reply, 
ay, ' Nny, marry, but we will have it diua.' " — 
is, cdncludeii he, adiiresslng himscif to Ihc pii- 
delegmtea, wu all tbey uined at, " he wonh) 
I them confonn, ot vould huiry them out of the 
or else do worse."* We may see from thii, 
it was Dol without abundant retaon tiie Scot- 
cleigy dktiualed James's ptofessioiu of at- 
■ent lo tbeii leligioQ ; and tLose who may be 



Bailow'a Account of the Conference at Hampton 
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disposed to condemn the acrimonious style of waifi 
which they waged against him from their polpi 
ought to make considerable allowance for the li 
that it was against an enemy who would have < 
stroyed them if he could, that they contended. 

The English puritans, so far from having the la 
against them relaxed, found them, throughout 1 
whole of James's reign, enforced with greater sever 
than ever. The consequence, as Oldcastle well 
marks, was, that '* those sects who were not dang 
ous at first, became so at last ; for nothing b fou 
more true in nature and experience than this, tl 
they who are oppressed by governments will endi 
vour to change them ; and that he who makes himi 
terrible to multitudes will have multitudes to fear." 

The decided part which James took against I 
puritans gained him, of course, boundless praise fn 
their prelatical opponents. Archbishop Whitgift, 
complimenting James on the part he took in t 
Conference, said, that " undoubtedly his majei 
spake by the special assistance of God's spirit 
And Bishop Bancroft (who had a step to gain wU 
the archbishop had not) falling on his knees, pi 
tested that, " his heart melted with joy, and ma 
haste to acknowledge unto Ahnighty God his sinj 
lar mercy in giving them such a king, as since Chiii 
time the like had not been."* What can we thhik 
the honesty of men who could descend to such i 
pious flattery as thb, or of the understanding d 
prince who could listen to it with satisfaction ? 

• Barlow. 
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mfUh ^ content i^lh'tes abjniing the lefigkik 
Adi lie had been bfongjbt 19b andwhkh he.had 
I ** M io«g as.lie bnfoked iSfe la wrintiin,*' re- 
d to enrt ail ttratiMreased aotboiity and power 
1 h» pMncaeed to fincef his couilryinento ahjue 
•w «« I wiU have one doctrine," aaid he at the 
" and one diaciiklBBe; oaerdigioB m 
and in ceremonj." That idigion he le- 
d ihoald be epiiobpacy ; aaserting, diat it waa 
odi di^MBOTdtMitionii as royalty itaelt «« No 
p, no Idng," waa an aphorism for ever in hia 
h. James, hoNpever, oTei^-rated his power pfo- 
mI j, in sapposang diat he oonld foioe badiL dds 
led dopaa on the Scottish pec^ile. The'doc- 
I ci predbjterianism had gained an aeooptanoe 
ig themwlrich nothing coold weaken; and JTaows 
all his efforts to prodnoe a change absolotdy 
ive. He even paid a Tint to Scotland, (a. d. 
y) with the express derign of restoring episoo- 
; bat it was onl^ to have the mortification of 
I personally convinced of the posribility of a 
's being so foolish as to attempt what was impos- 
• 

though die fites of persecution were notre-lightcd 
:otIand, it most have been rather from a want of 
;r than will on the part of James, that they were 
He gave proofs in England, diat there was no 
mity, however cruel, to which his despotic spirit 
d not carry hiro. In 1611, he caused two of his 
Jsh subjects, Bartholomew Legate and Edward 
htman, to be burnt for heresy -, the <me at Smith- 
, and the other at Litchfield. And what can any 
imagine were their heresies ? Legate was a Ma<> 
IRT 3.] E 
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nichean, and Wightman thought he was the propi 
spoken of in the eighteenth of Deuterononiy ! 

llie history of James's life in Eaglaiid was stain 

by but too luany similar acts <^ arbitmy cniell 

The whole of his internal government Gonsialed» i 

deed, of little else than acts of aggression qb t 

rights and liberties of his people, fi»quently aggmi 

ted by peculiar features of wantonness and rigoi 

The murder of Sir Walter Raleigh, the glory (^ hisa 

and nation, to please the court of Spain ; the paid* 

of his majesty's faTorite, the Duke of Somerset, aad I 

lady, for poisoning Sir Thomas OvcriMuy, after h 

ving invoked, on his knees, the vengeance of heavi 

on himself and hb posterity, if be did not yie 

them up to justice ; tlic imprisonment of the £ari 

Northumberland for fourteen years, in addition to i 

exaction of thirty thousand pounds, on a mere susfi 

cion, unsupported by the least proof, of his beii 

privy to the gunpowder plot ; the committal to tj 

tower of several members of the House of Common 

auid the banishment of others for presuming to asse 

that the people of England possessed any right whk 

did not flow entirely from the grace and favour < 

their sovereigns: — such were a few of those act 

which gave a character of oppression and profligac 

to the domestic administration of James, seldom hi 

fore exceeded in the history of England. 

Nor did James con6iie himself to conduct, the ev 
oi which might perish with him. In the sufficienc 
of his self-oonodt, he must needs become a legisliitoi 
and confer on England a law, which was 4o do tfa 
work of ignorance and inhumanity I<Hig after ' 
should be no move. It is painful to be obliged 
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$petk:fSbm temttitj mi tL pnnoe (if oarntlhettae; 
MfCtolewb^ Mid of that jtaiw iHdefa iSn^ aitde 
wiMwnft a eriaie in Eaglaadj and Imis fitm tbe 
canift d coDiiniiM Inmcbedi mmI- tfpmniiiiYilt tp m 
i g p n m liii oQi dCTtfa» foranimpotfibieoffiBiioe? JTaawi 
had, Mm leBdng Scotkod, wiltttt and pob^^ 
** IWiitiae oa 0BiiMnologike/' in liludi lie hadeaa^a- 
fowedf intb graal ahew of Iftamiag^ tQ^ maolfe die 
daoMbff Itftartf of mamr.?' asto tbe '^ feailiil almiBd- 
hig of thoae detaatable slavei of die dcfU, witdiat 
or eadmalen,'' and egta hB iiie d » to hit own aatttfiw- 
doa, dial ^ witdies oog^t to be pat to deajdr acftoad- 
■g Id the law of 6od» die civil and imperial Um, 
imI jdie ^BOBidpal law of <dl CihcMiaa aadont.'' He 
BOiT veMdved to let Us I mbjects bajre the bt- 

aettof tldsfleiiiibiedii^bYw/; and fiNuid die paiUa* 
BMat foolioh enongjh to concor witb him in paatiiig 
that law* on which so many capital contictions have 
taken place for witchcmft, and which remained, for 
upwards of a. century, a disgrace to the statute book, 
ind to the national character. 

A tyrant at home, James was a truckler abroad ; 
ind though England enjoyed an unwonted lengdi of 
peace during his reign, it was a blessing gained by a 
sacrifice of character and advantages, foir which it ill 
compensated. He had scarcely seized the sceptre, 
when he gave peace to Spain without being asked 
for it; and thus lost, as Comwaliis, die ambassa- 
dor whom he sent to Madrid, says in a letter to 
Cecil, " such an opportunity of winning honor and 
wealth," as England never before ponessed. He 
afterwards allowed the Spaniards, whom he had thus 
foolishly favoured, to ill«treat, defraud, and even mas- 

£ 2 
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sacre* British snbjects with impani^. He btbdA 
hh son-in-law, the Elector Palatine, and in him the 
protestant cause, about to be overwhelmed by a coa- 
lition of enemies ; and to save both, sent over — muc 
of one regiment of foot ! He saw the Palatinate k»r 
throngli his pusillanimity, and then weakly imaginec 
that he could reason princes, flushed with victory 
out of tlieir conquest. He allowed his unfortnoati 
daughter, her husband, and her children, to drag on 
a long exile in a foreign land, without affording then 
any of those helps which duty and humanity reqoiiei 
at his hands. He suffered the British flag, whid 
had never before known dishonor, to be grossly in 
suited, and our merchant ships to be pillaged, by tb 
Dutch ; contenting himself with sending a remoB 
strance, which the Dutch, viewing it as it deserved 
passed over unheeded. Nay, as if there bad beei 
no filter way for an independent prince to resent in 
juries, than to heap favours on his enemies ; notwitfa 
standing all the Dutch had done, he consented to de 
liver up to Ihem the cautionary towns which thei 
had deposited in the hands of Queen Elizabeth, oi 
their paying five millions less than the sum for whM 
they stood pledged ; and thus relieved them beside 
from that state o( dependance op Britain, which hm 



* Sir Walter Raleigh speaks of it as a known fae 
that " the Spaniards murthered twenty-six Englial 
men, tying them back to back, and then cbttin 
their throats, when they had traded with tiiem a wIk 
month, and came to them on the land withoi 
much as one sword.*' 
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bitherto regarded as the right arm of our con- 
al policy. The massacre at Amboyna was now 
It was wanted to place beyond doubt, whether 
possible to rouse a spark of the man or sove- 
tn him. He submitted to thb unexampled in- 
Ten without requiring satisfaction, and contented 
f with whiningly telling the Dutch ambassador, 
he had never heard nor read a more cruel and 
IS act than that of Amboyna. But," continued 
I do forgive them, and I hope God will ; but 
n's son* shall revenge this blood, and punish 
>nid massacre.*' 

d we be surprised that such a course of con- 
hould have made James an object of ridicule 
foreign nations, and of contempt with his^own? 
it the continent, caricatures of him were to be 
sxhibiting him in the most ludicrous situations* 
place, he was represented with a scabbard 
t a sword ; in another, with a sword stuck so 
the scabbard, that no body could draw it ; and 
ird, carrying a cradle after his poor daughter, 
ictress Palatine, who, with dishevelled hair and 
i garments, was trudging along with a child on 
:k. The French had their epigram too on the 
•n, the point of which is, with some loss of 
:e, preserved in the following old version. 



jnes proved a false prophet. It was left to 
ell to obtain satisfaction for this, as well as 
JH'ongs, which Britain had endured during the 
of his legitimate predecessors. a. s. 
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While Elizabt'tli was England's king, 
Hiat dreadful name through Spain did ring ; 
How altcr'd is the case — ad sa* mc 1 
These jugling days of gude Queen Jamie.* 

But although the sword of James was truly one 
which nobody could draw,t he had a pen which was 
at almost every one's service, and which, if goosie 
quills could do the work of armies, would have done 
wonders. In a speech delivered at Whitehall io 
1609, he was pleased to say, that ** with his own peii 
he had brought the i)ope's quarrel upon him, and 
proclaimed public defiance to Dabylon." His majesty 
alluded to an Apology, which he had written, for the 
Oath of Allegiance, (appointed to be taken after the 
detection of the gunpowder plot,) in answer to an 



* Tandis qu'Klizabcth fut Iloy, 
L'Anglols fut d'Espaguo i'cifroy ; 
Maintenant, devise et coquette 
Regi par la lleine Jaquettc. 
t He is said to have had, from infancy, an uncon* 
querable aversion to the sight of a naked aword, de< 
rived, it is supposed, from the shock which his mo 
tlier, when pn^gnant with lum, received from the •» 
sasiiination, in her presence, of David Rissio. Whei 
conferring the honor of knighthood, it was as mod 
as he could do to hold the sword for the moment, anc 
he always lessened tlie terror by turning awaj hit 
head. It is curious to observe, bow completely tUi 
physical peculiarity had transferred itself to his moiv 
character. i« t« 
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■ade oa it by two briefr of Pope Fnihis 
• and A Jetler from Cardinal BeUanaiiie. Ae- 
to Bishop Idontagne, his majesty had, at 
•lely intended to write instiuctioBS to die 
if Winchester, how an answer oog^ to be 
p; " hot it fell out true, Oat the poet saidi* 



Imiphoni oo^t 



jnlilui : cmiente rotauoeas ent^ 

m^9 pen laa so hit, that in tfie compaii of 
fabmnjesty had aocomplidied that iHneh he 
ielh hb Apology ; winch when my hud Af 
my that then was, (Bancroft,) and my loid 
(Andrews,) had pemsed, they thongM ^ ^ 
tan answer both to the pope and cavfinal, 
sd no other." This Apology soon drew fixlh 
!r of replies, which induced James to follow 
th a " Premonition to all most mi^ty mo- 
kings, free princes, and states of Christen- 
Dopies of which were transmitted through his 
dors to every court in Europe. It met, bow- 
ith but an mdifferent reception ; there were 
nrts even uncivil enough to refuse to have 
ig to do with it. From Winwood, it appears, 
re was as much manceuvring to get a copy ai 
k put into the King of Spain's hands, as 
ave sufficed to conclude half a dozen treaties. 
I in the Duke of Lerroa's appriang the En- 
ibassador, that " the King of Spain would 
tceive, much less give reading to, any book 
Dg matter derogatory to his religion and obe- 
lo the see of Rome." This silenced our am- 




44 LIVKS OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

baisador ; lie liid not dare to prcscut the book ; an 
bruught it back with him to Kngiaod. Thia, aa Hai 
ris obsrrvcs, miist Iiavc been a provoking affront " 1 
one so full of his own abilities as Jamci ! He thon^ 
doubtless, that his fellow kings, with attention, woo! 
have read his works, applauded his talents, and maj 
nified his art and dexterity in controversy. But 1 
was mistaken ; few foreigners spoke well of hit «ri 
ings." His |)cn ti\ip*iAn, in short, to have been aho 
as imfMjtent as his sword. 

Arc tlicre, then, no fair points in James*! chanct 
on which one may, for a moment, rest with aatiafa 
tioii ? Vain of Icaniing in himself, he respected ai 
patronize<l it in others ; but in return, be required 
degrees of adulation which put tlie sincerity of geidi 
to tlic blush. Even ttie master spirit of Baccm wi 
forced to descend to the most disgusting flatteries t 
secure some sliare in his favour. Ben Jonson wi 
thrown into prison for daring to say just what I 
thought ; and the learned Vorstius, thougti a foreigi 
or, was, tlirough his influence, (for he could croth 
poor author, when be durst not look the pettiest pi 
tcntatc in the face,) persecuted to destruction, i 
diflering with him in opinion. He promoted tl 
arts, but without being able to appreciate tbeir m 
rits: desirous of employing Inigo Jones, but n 
exactly knowing how, he set him upon discoverin 
that is, guessing, who were the founders of Ston 
hengc! He sought to encourage trade; bat itwi 
by privileges and monopolies, the greatest enemli 
to successful trade which power ever devised* The 
were, it is true, in tlie spirit of the age, but they wci 
still more according to Uie spirit of James, who d( 
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)d in conferring bestefits ohlj in as fir as thet 
od an exertion of power. One good'oalj din 
and owe' to James, of which we may ventate to 
i with unqualified praise. He was tiitf means of 
npiishmg that trandation of the Holy Scriptoves 
b we sdll ase« which not only exceeded ail that 

before it in purity, but still reniaitts^ and will 
■biy long lemsin, withoot a rival 
leportiob of his dorainiotts which he governed 

was that with which he bad the least to do. 
ad made a greater stride in dviiisiition daring 
«ign, thai for a whole century pipeoeding. ' The 
ives taken for its improvement were marited by 
t sagacity, comprehension, and energy ;' a'praiae 
iucli it is scarcely necessary to say, James eonld 
mally haVe litde share.' He was fortunate In tiie 
X of hb idceroys; and that is peibaps'the ex- 
of the praise which belongs to Mm in regard to 
ttd. 

le same attachment to favorites, which distin- 
led James before his arrival in England, con- 
id with him to the last. Arran was succeeded 
iomerset, and Somerset by Villiers, who, with no 
r recommendations than a fine person and in- 
iting manners, gained so strong a bold on the 
's affections, as to be raised, within the space of a 
fears, from the rank of a private gentleman to be 
e of Bockingham and Admiral of England. The 
idancy which all his favorites, especially Buck- 
un, acquired over him, was of the most degrading 
riptioD. He could refuse them nothing; and 
i was nothing, however insulting, which he would 
bear at their hands. Clarendon tells us, that 
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\lffk pot on the abrs of royalty^ and talked to 
dioat huB in a slfain much lOEe that of the 
1^ only with lets pedanby. AU woe ininitdy 
d wilh the jofc^ and it was qnite a comedy, till 
ladky knftve tinned the taUes, and began» aO 
addcDt to motaliae on the vanity of honour, 
i^aadpleasQie; to talk of the inaincoity, ve- 
, aad coRoption, of coottiefa and aervanta of 
Mmj to ihew how entiiely they had their own 
rtf at heart, and how genenUy tibeir pielended 
id amidiiity weie flw dlagidse of fidichood and 
f. This diaoouae pfodnoed a change in aooM 
: coi t enaiicea of the listenen, and even tiie 
iommedk (fid not idiah it altogether. Bat the 
ir did not stop heie ; he proceed e d to level a 
slar satire at the kii^, which made his mi^esty 
leiioosly lepent that he had mtrodoced the en- 
iment, for it painted him in his troe coloors, as 
lat never " loved a wise man, nor rewarded an 
t one, nnless they sacrificed to his vanity ; while 
ded those, who prostitated themselves to his 
frith wealth and honours." The mimic king, 
ag directly to James, (who had agreed to per- 
! Ferguson,) and raising his voice, " There 
lie) stands a man, whom I would have you imi- 
-llic honest creature was the comrade of my 
lood, and regards me with a most cordial affec- 
> this very moment. He has testified his friend- 
ly all th.: means in his power, studying my 
e, guarding me from evil counsellors, prompt- 
e to princely acUons, and warning me <^ every 
r ; for all which, however, he never asked me 
ly thing ; and by Jove, though I squandered 
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tliousaiids upon several of you, yet in the whole 
course of my life 1 never gave him a farthing," The 
king, nettled by this sarcasm, cried out to Fcrgmoo, 
*' Augh ! you pawky loon, what wad ye be at ? 
Awa* aff my thrane, and lct*8 hae nae mair o' your 



nonsense." 



In the spring of 1635, James was seixed witli 
ague, which baffled the power of medicine ; and 
the 27th of March, he expired, being then in tiie 59di 
year of his age. 

His remains were interred, with great magniScence, 
at Westminster. The funeral oration, or sermon, was 
delivered by William, Bishop of Lincoln and keeper 
of the seals, and was afterwards published under the 
title of" Great Britain's Solomon.** A grosser pieee 
of flattery never perhaps fell from the pulpit ; yet it 
is amusing for its ingenuity, and is important, as 
shewing the light in which the friends of the departed 
monarch were willing he should appear. The teit 
from which it was preached was 1 Kings, xL 41. 4f. 
43. And the rest of the words of Sobnum, and otf thai 
he did, and hit wisdomf are they not written in the beak 
of the actt of Sitlomon, &c. " For the bulke or die 
mould," said the worthy bishop, " I dare presome to 
say, you never read in your lives of two kings move 
fully paralleled amongst themselves, and better dis- 
tinguished from all other kings, besides themselves* 
King Solomon is said to be unigenitui coram nmIm 
iua, the only sonne of his mother, — Prov. 4. 5. So 
was King James. Solomon was of a complexioo 
white and ruddy, — Canticles, v. 10. So was King 
James. Solomon was an infant king, jmer panmlmM^ 
a little child, — 1 Cbron. xxii. 5. So was King Jame^ 
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tit ^ tgf -i*y tMftftfti wpirthti SoloflKMi 1m- 
I n^ m tfie life of luB piedcBMMr»»l KbifH 

8ob by tbe foiee toad eomgmUitim.Qt that 
Bd our late sovereigBe King James* floloiai 
ioe. croiTBed ttd ai^ojated a kmg^l Cham* 
f. SowuKiag James. Sokmnm^smnwiitf 
w^ Uiroiigh dw qnandb of Ae foimer sove- 

So was diat of King Jaaws* • Sokmum vas 
1 above all the pdnoes of the eaft, — 1 Kmgjt, 

So was King James above all the ptiaoes m 
hfcnalworid. Solomoa was a wiiter in piose 
aae^ — 1 Kings, ir. Sf . So, in a verj pme 
qoisite maaner , was our sweet sovoeigne King 

Sokmon was Ifae greatest patron we ever 
f to church and churchmen, and jet no greater 
le house of Aaron now ooaless) than King 

Solomon was lionoured with ambapadoas 
lU the kings of the earthy— 1 Kmgs, iv. iast 
. and so you know was King James. Solomon 
main improver of hb home commodities, as 
ay see in his trading with Hiram, — 1 Kings, 
and, God knows, it was the daily study of 
Fames. . Solomon was a great maintainer of 
3g and navigation, — 1 Kings, x. 14 ; a most 
attribute to King James. Solomon beautified 
luch hb capital city with buildings and water- 
— 1 Kings, ix. 15. So did King James. Every 
ved in peace under his vine and his fig-tree in 
lys of Solomon, — 1 Kings, iv. 35. And so 
lid in the blessed days of King James. And 
irards his end, King Solomon had secret ene- 
Razan, liadad, and. Jeroboam ; and prepared 
rar upon his going to his grave ', so had and so 
IT 3,] r 
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di'i Kinfj; Jamos. I^astly, before any hostile act 
that wc road of in the liistory, King Solomon died 
in peace, ivhen he had lived about sixty yean ; wdA 
so you know did King James."* 

Not sat'isiled with the praise conveyed by this pa- 
rallel, which was, in many respects, curious enou^, 
the right reverend preacher proceeded to insist, more 
at large, on the matchless perfections of hb departed 
majesty. " Every action," he said, " of his sacred 
majesty was a virtue and a miracle, to exempt turn 
from any parallel amongst the modem litngs and 
princes." " He was," in short, ** unto his people to 
tlie hour of his death another cherubim, with a fla- 
muig sword to keep out enemies from this paradise of 



ours." 



Such was the glowing eulogium which a prelate, 
who knew James well, thought it not unbecoming in 
him, as a minister of trutli, to pronounce over his re- 
mains ; but, as Harris quaintly remarks, " for conrt 
bishops, by some fate or other, from the time of Con* 
stantine, down at least, to the death of James, and a 
little after, they have had the character of flatterefs* 
and are therefore always to have great abatements 
made in their accounts uf those who have been their 
benefactors." The believers in this pious fable could 
never have been many ; and, in modern times, it has 



* Scandal might have supplied the bbhop with 
additional coincidence, as striking as any he haa 
mentioned. When Henry IV^ of France was told» 
that James delighted to be compared to anotho* 
Solomon. " What !" rei)licd he, ** and b he really 
the son of David ?" (Rizzio.) a. s. 



i 



jMljtol ilof flMMipcetof Me.HinBB»wlioeodd 
Mte«B U Jdft wtei lift eimld beBofe ki Mttting ebe. 
. ll^iitBaliiii^bidkaH^sof JioMappean 
jut. ^'HebadaoTirtiiMtofetQff, bnthehftdfril- 
l^fi Md HoBi to mtieaL HeeOttklBotooMealtte 
IJtTiiftrt, ipvid of tefioBMr,!!* could aotoompcti- 
Miofo.ikBHb Bk fiifflBgi md lib Tioei tiMfelM« 
fliMdiiiBiUl Hew ; ht p«wd Inr a ««ftk fninee and 
PA A «MU «Bd M inlo ilLliie eoatempt wbenin fail 
■aMnrj.w—iiM to Hdi day/' 
• Tbd»ftdi-.bj wMAHaMbhai o oirt ii fo d totiiho 
at «ot dW a wi a ooMduioB. doet omdit to fab logo* 
mity; but tinm Is no' odier dwiacter, wfai6b» pal 
dmglitlie Mniie.prooBtt«woiddiiotcoiMo<itq)rite 
It "ttMpotled aiid imbleiidsbed."^ He allows, that 
^hHMa"!^ ftiSiigs tad his "Hoes stand fat fan ^riew, but 
asMMSyOatof apecoBar tendeiiiessytfaattheyweie 
sD tfae aaftDial ofipring of so many ezoellent qoafi- 
liosb James was punUanhaoiis — it arose from a love 
of peaoe ; lie was conmng — it was tfae failnig of 
wlidom ; lie was profbse — it was the excess of gene- 
ntHiy ; he was pliable and duldisb—it was the over- 
iovfaig of glood nature ; he was pedantic-^it was the 
ftiUe of a man overleamed : whereas, the naked troth, 
separated from all assumption, is, that he had benefit- 
ed litde by^ all he had learned ; was no more good- 
Mrtar ed than the firoward child who is allowed its own 
. way in every thing ; wholly without generosity ; 
fffaolly without wisdom ; and lamentably destitute of 
die ste£P which warlike men are made o^ 

The whole course of his life was in accordance 
with these defidehcieis of the head and heart It was 
op of threats and compliances, of fondnesses 

F 2 
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and treacheries, of sacrifice!! and aggressions. He ad* 
mitted of no limits to his will, but want of power ; 
no hold upon his affections, but unabated aduIatioB. 
He was submissive only when he could not help it, or 
what is the same thing, when he had not the courage 
to be otlierwise ; faithful only as long as it suited his 
interest or his pleasure. When he deprecated vio- 
lence, it was only because he was aftaid to resort to 
it ; for when he could play the tyrant with impunity, 
none could delight in the part more. With princes 
at the head of armies, he would use words only ; but 
when he met with a poor heretic, whom all hb words 
could not persuade, he threw him into the fire. Ma- 
lignity in power could do no worse. 

As an author, James is distinguished beyond mott 
kings; but had he been only an author, his name 
would probably have long ere now sunk into obliflon* 
Beside the works which have been before incidentally 
mentioned, — his Dsmonology, — his Apology for the 
Oath of Allegiance, — his Premonition to all moit 
Mighty Monarchs, and his Remonstrance for the 
Kights of Kings,— he wrote " the Essayes of A 
Prcntisc on the Divine Art of Poesie." " Poetical 
Exercises at Vacant Hours, containing the Furies and 
the Lcpanto ;" " the Trew Law of Free Monarchy ;" 
some paraphrases on different passages of scripture ; 
the ** BAZIAIKON AfiPON ;" a Declaration concerning 
Vorstius; a " Counterblast to Tobacco;" and part 
of a " Translation of the Psalms of King David." 

The " BAZIAIKON AAPON,'* the most important of 
these works, was addressed to his " dearest son and 
natural successor. Prince Henry," and was dinded 
into three parts ; ** The first teacheth your duty to- 
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God to ft CSivisCiati ; die next, yonir duty in 
dke M a king ; and the ddid infotneCli jaa, 
I behsve yoimeSf in indifEefcnt tiungi.'' "Not- 
UKUng," aajs a high authority, •* the great 
loot and leftwaientt in national tarto tinoe 
MBy we mnit allow tins to 1)e no eoBtanptil>ie 
»aace» and not to be inferior tothe woiki of 
entenqxnary writen, ddier in pority of ityle, 
iBnt of oompositkni.*'^ Viewed aevely as a 
f eieieise, it. may b^ entitled to dds eooaneB- 
l bnt,if we regard it » a serious conpcndinm 
dnties of 80vereig|B8» it lias fiinlts Ibc wUdi no 
OB of comporition can atine. It aboonds in 
ic sentiments, in partial recdtoctions of histofj, 
most pendcioas advice. 
»IVew Law of ¥tee Mooiudiy/' whidi was 
led alxmt the same time as the BAZIAIKON 
f , seems to have been intended as a companion 
*• The bent of it/* says Calderwood, •• was 
d against the comse of God's woriL, in the re- 
ion of our kirk, and elsewhere, as rebellious to 
' It affirms the strange doctrine, that ** the 
I above the law, and that he is not bound 
but of his good will, and for good example 
to his subjects." Thb was what James was 
I to consider as " Free Monarchy"! Need 
surprised, that from such doctrines there 
sd forth,'' to use the words of Lord Orrery, 
rent of misery, which not only bore down his 
.t overwhelmed the three kingdoms ?" 



* Dr. Robertson. 
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j Jlio " Counterblast \o Tobacco" may take 

place along \\ ith the Treatbie on Witches* 

The poetical portion of James's woiks, if it haj 
great merit, is, at least, the freest from censure. 

The " Essayes of a Prentice," published "m 

James was in his 18th year, include twelve son 

to the gods. — " The Uranie or Heavenly Muse ti 

latcd ;*' ** The Metaphorical Invention of a Trag 

callit Phcenix ;" " A Paraphrastical Translation 

of the Poete Lucane ;" "A Treatise of the Ai 

Scottis Poesie ;'* " The 103id Psalm of David tr 

lated out of TremcUius ;" and " A Poeme of Tyi 

The Phoenix is supposed, by Sibbald, to relal 

Queen Mary. *' Under the semblance of that fi 

lous bird," he observes, " if I mistake not, the 

thor attempts to exhibit the matchless beauty 

sufferings of his unfortunate mother, whom he le 

sents as dead ; but performs his task with so n 

. caution, and with such a timid and trembling b 

3 that one can scarcely recognize the resemblan 

" Mr. Sibbald certainly is mistaken. James never 

his mother, to remember her person, and can scar 

therefore be supposed to have spoken of her evei 

legorically, as one whose 



death maks lyfe to greif in me, 

She whom I rew my eyes did ever see. 

Pheaiix, tt, S 

And, besides, the Phccnix was published, in 1^ 
two years before Mary's tragical end. 

The " Poetical Exercises" consisted of " the 
ries," a translation from 0u Bartas; and r 
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^pantoj" an original poem, deAcripljve of tbe bat- 

. of Lepaolo. The preface lo this publication dc- 

^vavs in 39 honible an opinion of Us own falUbililv. 
" Rerriye here, belOTfd reader, a short poctiqne 
discoors vhicb I have selected and ti^nalated from 
amosgK the rest of tbe worta of Du Bartas, ai a rive 
abitit of tbii last and most decreeped age. Hnre 
•halt QiDD see clesHie, as in a glass, the miseries of 
fiaa waveriDg woild," &c. &c. " Aad in cane thou 
Gad, as xel in this work as in my Lepanto following, 
■anj incoiect ernirs both of the d;tement and or- 
tko^pby, I mnst prsj thee to accept this reasen^le 
acase, which is iliis. — Thou considers, I doubt nut, 
Aat upon the one pari I composed thesetliings in my 
Toie young md tender ycares, wherein Nalote.eiicept 
ibewete a monster, can admit of no perfection. And 
DOW, on tbe other part, being of riper yesres, my 
bmdcn is » great and continoaJI wilhoul an; inler- 
auskm, that quben ingyne and nge could, my 
affairs and faaherie will not permit me to remark tbe 
intnig orthography committed by the copies of my 
■alegible and ragged hand, far les lo amenii toy pro- 
per erronn. Yea, scarslle but at stolen moments, 
have I the lesure to bicnk upon any paper, and jet 
ODl that with free and unyeied spirit. Albril rough 
ad unpolished as the; are, I oSer them unto thee, 
■faicb being well accepted, will moie me to hasle tJie 
pteseniing unio thee of my Apocalyps, and also sucli 
lomber of tbe psalms as I have peifitied, and incou. 
Bge me to tbe ending out of tbe rest. And thus, 
bdomt reader, recoiumending ibesc labonrs to tbjr 
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fiiendlic acceptation, I bid thee hartdie farewell." 
Du Bartas returned the compliment which Ji 
had paid him, by translating, in return, the Battle of 
Lepanto into French heroic verse. This tnnalalMm 
was published at Edinburgh in 1591 ; and among the 
commendatory copies of verses which accompamed it, 
was the following sonnet from James himself, which 
may be taken as a favorable spedmea of Ms poetic 
talent 

SONKET. 

The asure vaulte, the crystall circles bright^ 

The gleaming fyrie torches powdered there* 
Tlie changing round, the shining beamie light. 

The sad and bearded fyres, the monsters faue. 
The prodiges appearing in the aire. 

The rearding diunders and the blustering winds. 
The foules in hue and shape, and nature raire. 

The prettie notes that winged mnsiciani finds 
In earth, the savrie flouris, the metalled mines. 

The wholsum herbes, the hautic pleasant trees. 
The silver streams, the beasts of sundrie kinds. 

The bounded waves and fishes of the seas : 
All these for teaching man the Lord did frame. 

To do his will, whose glory shines in thame. 

The personal habits of James are thus very ha|H 
pily described by Mr. Irving : — " King James was 
of a middle stature, but possessed of none of thota 
attractions which arise from external elegance ; h^ 
shape was without symmetry ; his deportment desti^ 
of ease and dignity. As his legs were hardly 
to support the weight of his body, he proceed* 
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imjBt lij.tt ldMl:flf atadu motfani. . Hk ejot^ 
>4Ui mm ffetwVilily largVy he vnib accntooKd 
o Jk -^b ttttagon' with- a ImnmmI mdotamipted 
Anv ^riddi fivqueatij eonpelM tfae Bwie btih- 
U to-a ymdptMt fdtnti from lifepiesQBoe.' His 
■Mb )■ ^mU -tq luMW betn as soft as saisBbt He 
wasafataddyoomplexioa; Inshsorof afi^^fwivm 
cplov^teliloviaidsllwdose of liia fife iatenpeaed 
wiOiwUle. His beaid was tl^y seattered on fab 
diiB«' ^s Ifiigae ezoeeded the doe {»oportkni ^ a 
dmomslaaee wfaioh cansed Mm to BMnage his-cap hi 
a aMnmef ssdMsBEO^ tfi^gasthi^' He' was somewhat 
IndBBed to eo ipafa icj ; bat moie In a^fNNtfanoe than 
mafitf I for his extreme timidity htdoced Mm eon- 
slaatlj to wear a qoilled dooMet, of 'stSletto proof. 
Hie fesMoa of Ms dotbeshecotddnotbepefsoaded 
tovny; aad it was not widioiit some reloctaace ttat 
he ever hdd aside any of Ms oM suits. So little sub- 
ject to change was bis mode of life, that one of his 
coortien was wont to dechure, that if he himself were 
to awake after a sleep of seven years' condnaance, 
he would midertake to enamerate the whole of his 
majesty's occapations, and every dish which had 
been placed on hb table during that interval. His 
aatoral temperament is said to have disposed him to 
moderation in eating and drinking ; bat daring the 
lut years of hb life, hb compliance with Bucking- 
ham's firolicsome humour finequently immersed him in 
riotous excess, and at an earlier period he is known 
to have been engaged in scenes of low dissipation." 
* James became immoderately addicted to drinking, 
tad hb beverage was generally the strongest which 
could be procured. This course of life rendered him, 
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at last, torpid and unwieldy ; and although ho still 
pursued the amusement of hunting, of which he WM 
excessively fond, yet when he was trussed on hoiae- 
back, he maintained his posture like a lump of inani* 
roate matter. When his hat was placed on his head, 
he suffered it to remain in whatever position it hap- 
pened to occupy.'* 

James, by his queen, Anne of Denmark, bad issne> 
Henry, who died in his 20th year, a prince celebrated 
for his virtues, and the darling of the people whilst 
living; Charles, who succeeded to the throne; md 
Elizabeth, who was married to the unfortunate IVe- 
derick. Prince Palatine of the Rhine. 

D. a 



SIR RICHARD MAITLAND. 



The bmil; of Mailknd, to nliom «e aie indcbtnl 
tlie most TBiuabIc coltectioo euiniDg of the an- 
nl poetrj uf Scotland, and wbicb bu itself ^vea 
loct of >ome eminence la tbe countT}, Ins loog 
:n one of Ibe most distinguithed in the Booth 
t of Scotland. The name, at anciently written, 
i Manlalaal. Tlie Srat of the iBce who guned II 
ce in story niu a Sir Richard MaiOand, baroo or 
d of Tbirleatane in Haddingtonshire, who lived 
at the Qiiddle of the thiiteentii centnij, uil wm 
toDi for hi> Taloor. 

Of auid 8ii Richard of that naiue 
We have board sing and sav ; 
Of hia tiinmphant nobill fame, 
And of his auld burd gray, 
And of his nobilt sonnis three, 
Qubilk that tyme had no rnaik ;* 
Quhllk made Scollaud lenounit be. 
And all England to quaik. 

AmiB, Lino," fn Fragucf LetiUngton." 

ViUiam Mutland of Lethiugton, a descendant of 
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this Sir Ricliard, was among the number of 
tish chiefs who fell m the fatal field of Fi 
1513. He was married to Martha, dai 
George Lord Seaton, by whom he left a 
daughter, — Sir Richard Maitland, who b 
distinguished in the arts of peace, as the old 
ard was in those of war ; and Janet, who i 
wards married to Hugh Lord Sommerville. 
person of Sir Bichard's grandson, the . fai 
subsequently raised to the peerage by th' 
Lauderdale, which it still deservedly enjoys. 
Sir Richard Maitland was bom in 1496 ; 
catcd at St Andrews ; and studied law in 
On his return to Scotland, he became a favc 
James the Fifth, and served the qneen of tha 
Mary of Guise, in some office of trust, ai 
from a poem which he afterwards addresse 
unfortunate Mary, on her arrival in Scotland 

Madame, I was true servand to thy motl 
And in her favour stud ay, thankfullie. 

From tlie same poem, we learn, that Sir 
now in his sixty-fifth year, had become affli< 
that acutest of the deprivations of age, loss 

And thoch that I to serve be nocht sa ab 
As I was wont, becaus I may not sec ; 
Yet in my hairt I sail be ferme and stal 
To thy Hieness with all fidelitie. 
Ay, pray and God for thy prosperitie ; 
And that I heir thy people, with hie voi 
And joyful hairtis, cry continualiie 
Viva Marie ire ruih'd reyne d'Ecoss ! 



.- 
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ilackenzie says, that as eariy as 1553, Sir Richard 
id been appointed an extraordinary Lord of Session ; 
but of thu there seems some doobt. It is certain, 
howeTer, that on the 12th November, 1561, he was 
appcHnted one of the ordinary Lords of Session, or 
I as they are otherwise termed, Senators of the College 
of Jostice. Sir Richard assumed, on this elevation, 
the title of Lord Lethington. On the 20th Decem- 
i ber, 1562, he was farther promoted to be a Lord of 
1 Council and Lord Privy Seal. The latter of these 
I ntoations he was, in 1567, permitted to resign in fa- 
vour of John, his second son ; but the duties of his 
other offices he continued to discharge through all 
the troublesome minority of James the Sixth, till 
1584^ when, borne down with weight of years, he re* 
pj tired wholly from public life. He survived this 
J event only about two years, dying on the 20th 
1 March, 1586, at the advanced age of ninety. 
I Sir Richard was married to Mary, daughter of 
Thomas Cranston of Corsly, who appears, by the fol- 
lowing couplet, written by their second son, John 
Lord Thirlstane, to have expired on the same day 
with her husband. 

Unus hymen, mens una : duos mors una diesquc 
Junxit : ut una caro, sic cinis unus erit. 

By this marriage, he left three sons, William, ce- 
lebrated in hbtory as Secretary Lethington ; John, 
afterwards Lord Thirlestane and chancellor ; and Tho- 
mas, chiefly known as the prolocutor with Buchanan, 
b his Treatise De Jure Regtii ; as also four daughters, 
»11 of whom were respectably married, and left a nu- 
merous offspring. 

TART 3.] G 
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Sir Richard pcisaessed among hit contemporariei 
high character for talents, learning, and moral woid 
lie is never mentiuncd by writers but with retpec 
except by Knox, who rashly charges him with havin 
taken a bribe to prevail on his kinsman, Lord Seatoi 
in whose castle Cardinal Beaton was confined, to 1 
berate that crafty prelate after the death of Jam 
the Fifth. Sir lUlph Sadler, who was much bett 
acquainted than Knox with the secret intrignes of tl 
Scottish court, assures us, that Arran the regent, ga* 
Lord Seaton orders to set the cardinal at liberty 
though, to save appearances with Bngland, he affect 
to throw tlie blame on Seaton and his relatives* 

It is fortunate for tlie character of Sir Richaicl, tfa 
it is thus cleared of tlie only stain attempted to 
cast upon it ; for the release of Beaton was attend 
witli consequences which might well make it a 
proach to any man's memory. No sooner was 
cardinal at liberty, tlian he had the address enti 
to defeat a treaty which had just been conclude* 
the commissioners of England and Scotland, / 
marriage betwixt Queen Mary, and Edward F 
of Wales ; an auspicious project, which hac 
wishes of all tlie wise and good of both con 
and which, had it been accomplished, might pc 
have averted a torrent of calamities from both. 

The writings of Sir Richard, from which 
now perhaps best estimate his real worth, are 
do liim unexceptionable honour. They shew 
ledge of the world, a strong sense of virtue, > 
and generous disposition. In one of his pif 
titled " On the Malyce of Poetb," be 
warmly his detestation of tliose who make 



wcTTimllo purposej of' 'delractinDn and (lander ;" 
I aildt tlHHc precrpU b}r which he appears Id liavp 
TB binuclf UBifoimij goided in hii poetic luculica- 

Pot not in wnt, whsl Cod oi man may griere; ^L 
411 lertew love ; and alJ vices repieve. ^ 

Or mak aiun myrrie Uiy, to gude puipoK, 
rfaal ma; the bciai <uid redu bajib rejayte : 
Or cam fnitfnl aoil gude motalii^ 
Oi plesand things, aay stand oilb chanitfe. 
Despjieful poeti luld not Iholit be 
In mnunoD neiU, or godlie ciuopBnle, 
Tliat tort ar redie ay tu sow seditiuu, 
And put godc iDCD into nispilioun. 
In the piece fiam nhich wc baTeJosI qaoled, tberc 
 CDujJct lemaAablc foi its sinulaiily in thouglit 
Shakespeue's celebrated passage : " He who steals 
f pnr«," &c. 
" To KmI ane mania rame is glitter liii 
Nm ODj gear thai is the wBild within. " 
Mr. FinkeitoD lemaiki, that thon^ tbe ihongbl is 
t mae, " there wu no possihi|i^ of Sliakespeire 
Eing tbeie poems i" to whkh it may, with equal 
A, be added, tliat there i> notiiing in the sentiment 
pecoGar, that it imght not have occurred to all the 
«U bedde. The merit of the patnge in Shikei- 
■e tnmi whcdty on tbe ngonr aad felidty of the 
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tlcal remains from a long oblivion, has not d< 
more than twenty-seven, out of a mach greater 
ber of short pieces extant, deserving of repv 
tion ; and of these, there are a few which se 
have strong claims to the benefit of his apology 
" he made it a point rather to give three or foi 
ces tliat might perhaps have been omitted, t 
err on the other side." Of the whole of thei 
deed, considered critically as claiming poetical 
it must be confessed, tiiat there is little, i 
poetry in them. They are sensible moral 1 
conveyed in very scholar-like rhymes ; but moi 
not be said in their praise. Almost the only in 
in which he has ventured on a poetic image 
how can there be poetry without imagery ?) 
in his poem " On the Folye of Ane Auld 
Alary and Ane Young Woman," where the 
aity of talking covertly on a subject, which 
auld man" of eighty had better have let aloi 
driven him to make one of the lowest uses oi 
gery, to which it can be made subservient. 

It would be contrary to nature, perhaps, t( 
for much poetic fancy in a writer who paid hit 
to the Muses at so late a period of life as Sir B 
Maitlaud. Pinkerton says, that he does not s< 
have written a line of poetry till he had react 
sixtieth year ; and though a La Fare commence 
at the same age, and a Haley not many years e 
neither of them has been so successful as to ra 
doubtful whether the sunshine of life is real 
season of fruits and flowers. 

Two of the best of Sir Richard's pieces are « 
tire on the Age," and a Supplication " Agali 
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of Comonu.'' Thej pretent -iHoag 
letartt of ti lobeiies to whidi adiitncted ooimtiy 
tm Mbjeet at Ae period titoi thoy worn wiittea, 
■dlxra^lioAe wi^ies of a tnie patriot iDctfadr le- 
NMk Tlie importanoe of a '< bold peawmtry?' to a 
late hat been vrnxe eloquently deicribed b j Gold- 
wAOkf bolt not witb greater tradiytbaii in die isUow^ 



Bidie ooQXKins ar licfat profitable 
Qnhan thai^ to serve their knd, ar able 
Tbair native conntiy to defeiid 
Fka Aame that hart it wald pretend 
For WB will be oiur few a niuner 
Gif oomoons to the wdr not wend 
Nobib may not beir aU the cnmmir. 

Help the comonnsy bay th lord and laird ! * 

And God thairfoie sail yon rewaird. 

And gif ye will not tbame supplie, 

God will yea plaig thairfore jastHe 

And your succession, eftlr you 

Gif thai sail have na mair petie 

On the comoons nor ye have now. 

** The Blind Baron's Comfort," as Dr. Percy has 
ippropriately named one piece in the collection, u 
lio interesting from the circumstances out of which 
i arose. It is said, in a note subjoined by Sir Ri- 
hard, to have been penned " quhain his landis of 
be baronie of Blytbe, in Lawderdaile, was heriet by 
toUeyt Foster, Inglisman, Capitane of Wark Castle, 
ith his cumpanye to the number of thre bunder 
len : quha spulyeit fra the said Schir Blchard, and 

g3 
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fra his rldost bone ; Ihair senandis and tennei 
furthe uf the said baronie, five thousand scb 
youngar and elder; twa hundred nowt (cati 
thrcttic hors and lucirs ; and insicht (furniture) I 
of his hous of Bly the worth ane hundred pound ; 
the haill tenneutis insicht of the haiJl baronie 
fursabil. This spulye was committed the xvi di 
Maij, the year mdlxx ; and tlie sud SirEic 
was threscore and xiiii yeiris of age, and gr 
blind ; in tyuie of peace quhan nane of that en 
lippiiit (laid their account) for sic thing." 
" comfort" which ** the Blind Baron finds for 
cruel spoliation, consists in a pleasant ringing 
changes on the name of the estate which was 
waste. 

Blind man be blytlic, altho* that thow be wrangi 
"Aioch BIythe be herreit, tak no mclancholie 
Thou sail be biythe, quhan that they sail be hai 
TliatBlythe has spulyeit sa raaliciousle. 
Be biythe and glaid, &c. 

. This was but wordy comfort, it must be confe 
for losses of such magnitude as those which the I 
enumerates ; and Sir Richard seems to have fci 
for in a subsequent piece, entitled '* Solace in A 
he says : 

Thoch I he. sweir to r^^d or gang ; 
Tliair is sumthing, IVe wan tit lang. 
Fane have I wald 

Thame punysit that did me wrang ; 
Thoch I be aid. 

It is as a collector of ancient Scottish pc 
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jiAer Ihaa as a poet, Aat: ffir Bidind 

WnoKwittlive. TheMailbBd'Ooleetifliis 

•filed m Ae F^sin I^bmy^elMagdiln 

Damihridgey conriit of twoTOJeaws; afoBo, 

r. Sir BidHod, about 1555, aad coatimed 

tbe year of his death ; and a qwalq in the 

lag of Bfliss Maiy ]|[aitlaiid,.hi«thi|d dMighr 

lai^ear^ to haTebeeli,aliiioit fiiidily wntfteii 

e last year of herfadiei^silfey aiid.iiBderhii 

BeaideB,oonect.eopies d allSir Richaid^t 

ifif these Toliimes iKttitain the oioftandientie 

B ezistiBg- of the prodoctiais of uaaj pie^ 

id eontempoiacy poets, of whom, Iwt Ibc 

:tion, nothbig hut their names mJght have 

These mamiscripts remained in Ae lAtt- 

ly, till the Duke of Laaderdade (the only 

he name) presented diem, with other MSS**, 

Pepys, Esq. Secretary of the Admiral^ to 

L and James IL and one of the eariiest 

of rare books in England. Mr. Pepys, 

May, 1703, inhb 71st year, ordered, by 

Pepysian Library, at Magdalen College, 

to be founded, in order to preserve his 

e collection entire. Here the Maitland 

lumbered almost unnoUced for nearly a 

the attention of Mr. Pinkeirton was di- 

Q by Dr. Percy ; when Mr. P. made a 

them, which he published, in 1786, in 

volumes. 

1 the folio manuscript amount to one 

eventy-six, of which only forty-seven 

d previous to Mr. PinkertoU's publi- 

remaining one hundred and twenty- 
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nine, five are duplicates, and fiffy-two ha 
deemed by Mr. Pinkerton undeBerring of 
The quarto manuscript comprehends ninety-st 
but forty-two of them are duplicates of poen 
folio, and only twenty-eight have been sel 
worth publishing. 

Among the pieces in Mr. Pinkerton's selec 
several epitaphs on- Sir Richard Maitland ; 
Thomas Hudson ; another by Robert Hudsc 
two by anonymous hands. One of the last, 
to the circumstance of Sir Richard and ] 
expiring on the same day, closes with a 
couplet. 

But yit quhat Death has prest to do, their 

to devyde, 
LovB hes againe, surmounting Death, defy' 

But the lines, which, upon the whole, c 
justice to the character of the worthy kni 
those of T. Hudson ; tliey are encomiastic, 
being either fulsome or ridiculous. 

The sliding tyme so slilie slips away. 
It reaves from us remembrance of our state 
And, quhil we do the oair of tyme delay. 
We tyne* the tide, and so lament too late. 
Then to eschew such dangerous debait 
Propone for patron, manlie Maitland kn; 
Leaine be his lyf to live in sembil raite,t 



• Lose. 

t In like manner. 
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Wi&k lore to God, leligion. Jaw, and rycht ; 

For as he was of verta lucent lycht, 

Of ancient bloid, of nobil sprit and name, 

BeloVd of God, and everie giacions wycht. 

So died bb anid, desenring worthy fame ; 

A laie example set for ns to see 

Quhpt we have been, now ar, and andit to be* . 

A.lf. ' 
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ARTHUR JOHNSTON. 



Arthur Johnston, one of the most eminent 
modem Latin poets, was a descendant of the fan 
of the Johnstons, of Caskieben, in the united pans 
of Keith-hall and Kinkell, Aberdeenshire. He ^ 
the son of John Johnston, by Christian Forbes, dan, 
tcr of William, seventh Lord Forbes, and was bon 
the year 1587, at the house of Caskieben, of wl 
the poet has recorded this curious circnmstanoe 
that, though six miles distant from the lofty moonl 
of Banochie, it is covered by the shadow of that mo 
tain, at the time of the equinox, though on no oi 
occasion. 

Arthur, as he himself records, received the ei 
part of his education at the school of Kintore. 

Hie ego sum, memini mosarum factus alomnii 
£t tiro didici verba Latina loqui. 

From school he was sent to the Marischal Colh 
Aberdeen ; but after a short time, went abroad, 
pursued his studies at the University of Pac 
where in 1610 he took the degree of M.D. He al 
wards travelled over the greater part of Europe, 
at last settled in France. He remained in that cc 
try for about twenty years, during which he was ti 
married, and had a family of thirteen children. 
1632, he returned to his native cbuntry, and such 
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ivfaidi be broog^ along mdi Urn, tbit 
Ml i iMfti t lri y appqarted ph jadn to 



Inmee, Dr. JofanstoB had aMfu h wl 
one as a Latm poet; aid il was sol long 
asK ascdefanled ia tias mp ectin bis 
. la 16SI, be pabiisbed at 
t" and " J^yaiMMf*** bolb oT 
oatMvoBabie igcg|i^— aawg ne 



gPit Ibat tbey sair » Baai J parts 
lipintor tbebestoT tbe 



Cfga» JobaitoB toolL aa opportm^ to 
iled seventy, aaattoaptwlddi bad tbm 
I Bade by Dr. KgjpA— , to dcp a wiale 
Bochanaii's Traasialiaa ei tbe FttbM. 
B not content widiwiiiiBg a stapidcdti- 
m diat Baduman bad entiieiy fiiaed bi 
spirit of tbe origiasl, was tbbi enoagjb to 
sioa of tbe bandied and foortb psaba 

pen,- as a spedmen of wbat nngbt be 
alios qualified for tbe task. He p a es cn t ed 

for ridicole, and Johnston, who was a 
r of Bocfaanan, did not spare him. 
as enough, however, that while Johnston 
ihing £glesham, for attempting to rrral 
e caught himself adooble portion of the 
rss, if so it may be called, which he con- 
another. He resohred to try whether he 
jcA both the writer he defended, and tbe 
ndemned. In tiie following year, he 
ondon, a specimen of a new translation 
OS of Dai^, which he dedicated to 
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Bishop Laud ; and encoaraged by that prelate 
probation, be completed a translation of the y 
which was printed at London in 1637, and at 
deen in the same year. 

The merit of tliis translation, at compared wit 
of Buchanan, became immediately the snbjec 
celebrated controversy, in which, however, Jol 
did not live to take himself any share ; for, goi 
Oxford, in 1691, to visit one of his daughters, wb 
married to a divine of that place, he was seizec 
an illness, of wliich he died in a few days, in the 
fourth year of his age. 

The controversy just alluded too, was comm 
by Lauder, famous or rather infamous for his c 
racy to rob Milton of his laurels. Never in hi 
ment, except when stabbing a reputation, he e; 
seized the opportunity of attempting to raise a 
for Johnston, on the ruin of Buchanan's ; and 
a zealous abetter, in a well intentioned, but e 
English gentieman, of the name of Benson, an 
tor of the imprests, who has got a niche in the 
ciad for his pains. 



»> 



'' On Poets tombs, sec Benson's titles writ. 



** On two unequal crutches propt he canie; 
Milton's on tbu, on that one Johnston's na» 

No less than three editions of Johnston's Psalm 
printed ^t Benson's expense ; one of them in q 
on the plan of the Delpbin classics, and with a fine 
of Johnston, by Vertue, was designed for the \ 
the Prince of Wales. The fiuditor added a prefatoi 



\ 
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■e ftom lumielf, hiiHiidi he aet no bounds to hU 
■M9Himikm of JohnMon, and spoke with smprite 
ksfliteem m whieh thfe learned had hitherto been 
■MMd to hold the Teisian of Bnchanaa. The 
IpiFof Buchanan against tiiis joint attack of lo- 
tj wad simpiiBitj, was undertaken by Mr. Lore and 
Tliamas Roddiman, who not only covered Ae 
Ifanti with oonliialon, but, by tiieir able expoaitians 
ihnbeantiesof Buchanan, raised hb version of tfie 
boa into eien h]|^ repute than it before possessed. 
ir Benson lived to liave a fiili senseof the foUy into 
ch lie had been betrayed ; and, in chagrin at fhe 
nmrd attempt whidi he had made to gain a name 
letten» threw up die purrait entirely, and would 
look at a hook tot several years before he died.* 



Dr. Warton has endeavoured to rescue Benson from 
eontempt, with which lie is too commonly spoken 
" He translated," he says, " faithfully, if not very 
tically, the second book of the Georgics, with use- 
notes; he printed elegant editions of Johnston*s 
1ms ; he wrote a discourse on versification ; he 
med his country from the dbgrace of having no mo- 
oent erected to the memory of Milton, in West- 
Lster Abbey ; he encouraged and urged Fitt to tran- 
e the .£neid, and he gave Dobson £1000 for bis 
in translation of Paradbe Lost" Notes on the 
neiad. — Another instance of his liberality is record- 
which merits notice. In 1735, a book was pub- 
ed, entitled, " The Cure of Deism/' The author, 
. Elisha Smith, wap at that time confined in the 
et prison, for a debt of ^00. Benson, pleased 
PART 3.] H 
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Raddiman, while be mamtained liie sapcfi 
Bucbaoan's transladoii, was iiot sparing of dm 
to that of Johnston. He was pleased to si 
for elegance and purity of dictioD» aw e e tw 
smoothness of verse, in short all the ingredh 
are required to the composition of a great ai 
terly poet, Johnston was inferior to noney an 
rior to most of the age in which he lired. " 
adds he, *' I will allow fartlier, thatinmyjud 
he deser\'C8 the preference to the far greatei 
those that have lived since or before him." 

A more recent critic. Lord Woodbouselee: 
Life of Kaimes, is of opinion, that altboug 
ston's version " as a whole is certainly ioliei 
there are a few of his psalms, which in con 
will perhaps be found to excel the corres] 
paraphrase of his rival." He instances pan 
the 34th, 30th, 43nd, 74th, 81st, 83nd, lO^ii 
above all, the 137th. The same ingenious c 
his Essay on the Principles of Translation, coi 
Johnston for the scrupulous care with which 
unifonniy avoided the application to the Al 
of epithets suited only to tlic Pagan mythol 
error into which Buchanan has more than once 
as, for tfMxnple, when he transfers the first lin 
speech of Venus to Jupiter, in the 10th iEneii 
siddress to tlie Deity, which begins the 4th Pi 

O pater, O hominum dtviimqui aetema potc 



with the work, inquired after the author, an 
informed of his unfortunate state, he sent him 
some letter, enclosing the means for diacbar, 
whole debt, fees, &c. 
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)r. BenlUe, wbo does not think mucli of an; of 
atlempU which hive been mnde to iransfvr the 
ilnu into a modom pcKtic dresa, condemns Bu- 
ottB for ft want of emphatic conclaeneM Ind un- 
Ttmtd ninplicilj. " Johnston," be odds, " t> not 



t Johtialon has confiaed himaelf entirety to the 
^BC «tanxa, except in one psalm, the li9th, in 

rhe merit of Jahoslon'a venian dwindJei, after iJI, 
veij norrOK limibi. What Buchanan hod done 
tl before, Johnsloa han not, on (he whole, done bq 
U ; and out of a mass of Ihecefoie abortive Jabout, 
ire are on]_y about half a dozen psalms ^^'hich aie 
rtb proetving, at belter than thaie of his rital. 
id Johmlon been less envious of Ihe fame of Bu- 
uwn, he •rauid hate benefited hii own. The lame 
um and toil which he waited on thii fniitlen coni' 
dtion, might, if employed on lome difeieni and 
ginal subject, have conducted him lo on undisputed 
mortality. 

Beside tbe works which liave been incidentaJlj 
ationed, Johnston wrote a tianilatioD of the Song 
SolomoD into Latin Eie^AC Verse ; and " Uuue 
dicse," or commendatory verse* on a number of 
moat diatingui^ed contemporvries. He also 



rs.— HAMILTON (1 



HAMILTON OF BAKGOUH. 



" Tberc bive I seen a Uamillmi subnuUiig hit 
rm to tbc coneclion and crilkiim uf  faic circle, 
■u did out tnisl iloQE to braut; the most iupetiar, 
r the preservatioD of tbeir empire owr msnkiDd." 
CoL Cau»U, Lounger, Nb. 14. 

iLi.\AH Hamillan, of Buigaur, the poet of Ihc 

lite wuilri in Scotlaud, at the beginning of the 

bternlh cenlui;. waa biim in 1704. He waa de- 

ided fmrn an ancient family, of independent cit- 

olaDcea, in Ajrshire ; and, boro to elegant locie^, 

led Dolhing wbkh >. libenl edacadon coald aap' 

» render him its omaincnL Amidit the Gghtet 

otionj of gay life, he ccitivaled a taite for Ule- 

, and acquired an inUmate acquainlaDce oith 

atwrilera, both of modem limei and of anti- 

The bent of bii own mind wai to poeti;, and 

\e some eail; euayi in it, wbicb, being dewn 

.mong his friends, obiained a degree of appro- 

wbich incited him to peineTere m bi> court to 

tea. When the rebellion of 174SbiT>fce iml.bB 

side vhich most men of geDeroui tempera- 

■e apt to take in those daji— he joined the 

the Pretender, and celebrsled bi» first toe- 
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I 

* (<s.s at I'll >)tini-):aii.'), ill the well-lviiovMi Jacobi 

of " GiadMiiuir." After the battle of Cul 
which put an end to tlic contesty he fled in 
mountains, and passed through nianj perils and 
ships before he succeeded in effecting his escaf 
France. Ills exile, liowever, was short. He bi 
many friends and admirers among the fortunate 
behind him, who took the earliest opportunity < 
curing his pardon from government, on whi 
returned home, and resumed possession of hu 
nal estate. His healtli, however, which was nal 
delicate, and probably not a little injured by 1: 
litary adventun.'s, n'tjuiriug the benefit of a fi 
climate, he not long after returned to the com 
and took u|) his abode at Lyons, where be con' 
to reside, till a lingering consumption carried h 
in tile fifdeth year of his age. 

A volume of poems, by Hamilton, was fire' 
lished at Glasgow in 1748, and afterwards repri 
but it was a pirated publication, made not only 
out the autlior's consent, but without bis name : 
as might be expected, abounded in errors, 
mained to bis friends, after bis death, to publisl 
his orighial manuscripts the first genuine and 
])lete collection of bis works. It appeared at 
burgh in 1760, with a bead by Strange, wb 
been a fellow adventurer with Hamilton in the 
cause. 

The poems of Hamilton failed for some tij 
attract any particular notice, and were becc 
indeed, almost forgotten ; when an able critic! 
the Lounger, from the pen of the late Profesw 
chardson, of Glasgow, awakened the public 
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.-r sense tiMn y seemed before to entertain of 
r merits. 

The poems of Hamilton/' says Mr. Richaidson, 
tpimj f^inlar deagn, just sentiments, lanciftil in- 
km, pleasmg sensibiiitj, elegant diction, and 
101 versification." The justness of this encondnm 
iBstaftes hj an analysis of HandHon's principal 
B» called GoRlsnqilation, or the TVtiunpfc sf Loot, 
itrdls particolariy on the quality of fancifnl in- 
bn, as being that of all others which distingaishes 
ia diiefly characteristic of poetical composition, 
idmtts, that HamUton is " not endowed with all 
powers of invention, nor with those of every 
•"— ^' His imag^tion is employed among beao^ 
and engaging, rather than among awfol and mag- 
eat Images ; and even when he presents us with 
ified objects, he b more grave than lofty, more 
ui than sublime, as in the following passage :" 

Now see tiie spreading gates unfold, 
Display'd the sacred leaves of gold. 
Let me with holy awe repair 
To the solemn house of pray'r ; 
And as I go, O than, my heart, 
Forget each low and earthly part, 
leligion, enter in my breast, 
I mild and venerable guest ! 
ut off, in contemplation drowned, 
ich thought impure in holy ground ; 
d cautious tread, with awful fear, 
? courts of heaven — for God is here. 
V my grateful voice 1 raise ; 
mgeb, swell a mortal's praise. 
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To rhanu ■rilli jour own hunciB 
Thcfvor llim who sin on high 

'■ It >i not auutfd," addi Mt. Rk* 
nempIifTiBg '* (he plcuing KBiibiUt 
1 HunilloD. (hit he •■ ^ipla] 



graie or (Meeting •oLjecU. he eifinae 
uid mgagini wflttrw. He i> neTCi ri 
rapt, uul i» man Irndei (bui pith« 
•' (be Bn« of Yum," one uf (he 
e»er wiiUcn, miiv pp( in  dum to suj 
Boo. BdI eren iritli thn eicrption, 1 
oar puel nun Knaiiabk f« engtpD 
than for deep and aflecllag pathoi." — " 
net, when be eiprcssn (he JDyral lenti 
Miibei sceon and objecti of fr*tjiitj, < 
in; oAen, he diaplaji good tanmout an 
fulneai, ralhei (ban llir Iiantpoit* of 
brilliaDcj of nit." Mr. Rkbaidton ck 
chanctcritlici bj loiDe of Hamilloa'a il 
fenaki beaoty. Ooe of the pusagn obi 
pmoiting a pkluR of the gentie* and 1 
U pecoliaily happy, and coavey* a itro 
of Htaulloa'a poelkal powen. 

la cieriuliDg blushes >eea, 
Such Pringle ilunei of iprightly n 
To hei the pmm of hup impaio. 
Rich gin ! the Mtt luctosful uts 
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at best the lover^s fires provoke, 
e tivel J step, the mirthfal joke, 
e speaking glance, the am'roas wile, 
5 sportful laugh, the winning smile* 
r joui, oMAilc'fttng «V0ry grace, 
tU abroad vpon her face ; 
bloom of youth, still to survive, 
charms are there, and all alive. 

fackencie, the ingenious editor of the Lonn? 
3iced the judgement pronounced by his criti- 
isponden^ by a note, in which he observes, 
1 not methinks require the enthusiasm of a 
temporis aeU, like Colpnel Caustic, to receive 
ar satbfaction in tracing the virtues and the 
of a former age, in the verses of one who ap- 
have so warmly caught the spirit of the first^ 
so warmly felt the power of the latter* Nof 
« altogeUier without a moral use, to see, in the 
record of a former period, the manners of 
country in times of less luxury, but not per- 
less refinement, when fashion seems to have 
d superiorities fully as intrinsic as any she 
it at present ; to have added dignity of sen- 
o pride of birth, and to have invested supe- 
ity with superior grace and higher accom- 
its." 

ime of Hamilton has also found a warm vin- 
n Lord Woodbouselee, who thus speaks of 
is Life of Kairaes : — " With the elegant and 
islied William Hamilton, of Bangour, whose 
inanners were long remembered with the 
t recollection by all who knew him, Mr. 
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Ilome (Lord Kaimes) lived in the closest habits of 
friendship. The vrriter of these Memoirs has bewd 
him dwell with delight on the scenes of their yoatih 
ful days, and he has to regret, that many an anec- 
dote, to wliicb he ibtcned with pieasore, was not 
committed to a better record than a treacherous aw* 
mory. Hamilton's mind is pictured in his Tenes. 
They are the easy and careless effusions of an el^^t 
fancy, And a chastened taste; and the sentimeati 
they convey are the genuine feelings of a tonder and 
susceptible lieart, which perpetually owned the d<MBi- 
nion of some favorite mbtress ; but whoae pawi— 
generally evaporated in song, and made no sniooi or 
permanent impression. His poems had an addiHonal 
charm to his cuntemporarics, from being comnKmly 
addressed to his familiar friends of either sex, by 
tiamc. There arc few minds insensible to the sooth- 
ing flattery of a poet's record.*' 

Notwithstanding this concurrence of high crttieal 
authorities, in favour of Hamilton's claims to poeticil 
renown, the attention of the public appears to have 
been only called to, not fixed upon, his woiks. Al- 
though tiiey have been since inserted in the new edi- 
tion (by Johnson and Chalmers) of the "tZ^g^Mli 
Poets, there has been no demand for a separata e^- 
tiou ; nor is Hamilton among tliose writers whoa 
we often hear quoted either by the learned or the 

gay- 
Are we then to conclude, that too high a statioa 

has been attempted to be assigned to him? The 

public voice seems to pronounce in the affirmative ; 

and it is not often that the public voice is in ^ 

wrong. In the present instance, however, ther 
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g leaton to qoestion the perfect jastneat 
HOB. Although HamUton's claims ini^ 
> a place in the highest class of onrpoets ; 
e lew of a secondary order who can, with 
e rank above him. 

dd at which Hamilton wrote most always 
il circumstance for consideration, in form« 
r estimate of his merits. He was one 
of his countrymen, who, after that kmg 
rkneas which elapsed between 1615 and 
ined only by the pasdng meteors, StirKng 
tond, retnmed to life and nature, in re- 
le use of the common language, either in 
n English garb* After the accession of 
le f^glish throne, it had, some how or 
d to be thought creditable, among our 
ning, to write in any lai^uage but what 
ning alone could understand. Either dis- 
alUvate that more polished dialect of ^e 
Saxon, which had now become the Ian- 
; court, because it happened to be that of a 
unhappily regarded with a rival feeling, 
il of the success they might attain in it, 

themselves into the arms of the Latin 

k whom they passed a joyless solitude of 

Men of genius no longer thought or 

1 trammels ; for, be the degree of famili- 

a foreign or dead language what it 
n never rival the ease with which one 

language of his nativity ; and what 

they no longer wrote for the raulti- 
3t whose inspiring approbation there can 
thing as prosperity in national literature. 




84 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMBN. 

Genius was Uius not only represaed, bat wi 
not only obscured, but wedded to obscurity. 
author who writes in a living tongue, though ki 
at first, only to a few, may hope in time to be I 
to all ; but the posterity, by whom alone the Lv 
of those days could expect to be remembere< 
the posterity of scholais, always a limited co 
nity, and not always a very caring one about tl 
nours of departed genius. Many a worthy 
may thus have been suffered to drop into obi 
nur can we be at all sure, that 'it is by those ' 
reputation has chanced to survive, that we ou 
judge of the literary talent which existed in Sc( 
during the long and gloomy, yet classic, peri 
which wc have been speaking. 

At the dawn of the eighteenth century, the 
lastic spell was, at length, broken ; and Rams 
the native Scottish dialect, and Hamilton in £i 
shewed how much fonder the Muses were 
wooed, even in homespun attire, than in the 
clothes of a Horace or an Ovid. It may, with s 
be asserted, that in the works of Hamilton 
there is more genuine poetry, than in the whol 
tury of Latin poets who preceded him ; and t 
not so highly esteemed as he deserves to hi 
he is read, while they have long ceased to be 1 
to the general reader, except by name. 

As a first adventurer in Englbh composition 
nulton must be allowed to have obtained no «n 
success. In his language, he shews nearly i 
purity of a native ; his diction is various ainl | 
ful ; and his versification but rarely tainted wit 
vittcial errors. He delights, indeed, in a cli 
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Wonls, which, though not rejected by the best £n- 
gluh writers, have a certain insipidity, which only a 
fefined English ear perhaps can perceive; such as 
beemt€oui, brntnteotis, duhumSf and even melancholeous. 
The same peculiarity may, I think, be remarked of 
most of the early Scottish writers in the English lan- 
guage; in Thomson it is particularly observable. 
We sometimes meet also in Hamilton with false quan- 
tities ; but they seem oftener to proceed from making 
a Procrustian of a poetic licence, than from ignorance 
or inadvertence, as in the following verse. 

Where'er the beauteous heart-compeller moves, 
She scatters wide perdition all around : 

Blest with celestial form, and crown'd with loves. 
No single breast is refractory found. 

Elegy on the Youngest Grace. 

Lord Woodhouselee calls Hamilton's poems the 
** easy and careless effusions" of " an elegant fancy 
and a chastened taste." This is not quite compati- 
ble with *' the regular design*' which Richardson 
discovers in them ; nor, indeed, with what Lord 
Woodhouselee himself elsewhere tells us, that " it 
appears from Hamilton's letters, that he communi- 
cated his poems to his friends for their critical re- 
marks, and was easily induced to alter or amend 
them by their advice." The poem of Contemplation, 
for instance, he sent to Mr. Home, (Lord Kaimes,) 
who suggested some alterations, which were thus ac- 
knowledged in a letter from Hamilton, dated July, 
1739. " I have made the corrections on the moral 
part of Contemplation, and in a post will send it to 

TART 3.] I 
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Will. Crawford, who has the lest, and will 
to you. I shall write to him fully on the ml 
The Will. Crawford here mentioiied was the 
of tlie beautiful pastoral ballad of 
*' which," says Lord Woodhouselee» " with the aid 
of its charmiog melody, will piobnblj live as long as 
tlie language is understood." Hanulton had eridentiy 
too passionate a devotion to the Moses, to be careless 
in bb attentions to them. Hb poems themselves 
bear all the marks of studious production; they 
show great ease, but it is the ease resulting from art 
The writing of poetry, indeed, seems to have formed 
the chief business of Hamilton's lifie. We find this 
very pleasantly manifested in one of his letters to 
Mr. Home, dated September, 1748. Mr. Home had 
sent him some remarks on Horace, of the same temw, 
it would appear, with those which he afterwards pub- 
lished in his Elements of Criticism, and Hamilton 
thus alludes to them : " I am entirely of your opi- 
nion with respect to your observations on Horace. 
He certainly wanders from his text — but still tiiey 
arc the wanderings of Horace. Why we are ttertr 
contented with our lot, but still envy the condition 
of others, was a noble subject, and it were to be 
wished he had adorned it as well as he could firom 
his own experience ; satbfied, as he seems to hare 
been, with his own pursuits and the fame tiiej had 
acquired him. Let me put Horace's question to my- 
self. Why don*t I acquiesce hi the determinntioo tit 
heaven, to which I have myself so much contributed? 
Why don't I rest contented with that small, peifaaps, 
indeed, but sincere, portion of happiness fomisliied 
by my fioetry and a few kind friends ? Why concern 
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di^arif to pfeMe JcMiie StewMt, or vez mjadf abcmt 
hmpfia am to ^ob the lottery of life Bay 
•arigDedher? Qd Jk Mtumi, qmjit. IVhaMce 
lit? Alas! wkcBce, indeed? 

Too long by lore, a wandering fire, misled. 
My better days in Tain delusion fled. 
Day after day, year after year, withdrew. 
And beauty blest the nunutes as they flew ; 
Those hoars consiim*d in joy, but lost to fiune. 
With bloshes I review, but dare not blame : 
A fiudt which easy pardon nu^t receive. 
Did hirers judge, or coqM the wise foigiFe! 
Bnt now to Wisdom's healing springs I fly. 
And drink oUivion of each charmful eye. 
To love revolted, qoit each pleaang caie, 
YHiate'er was witty, or whate'er was hit* 

Tour's, &c. 

Almost the whole of Hamilton's poems are of an 
amatory cast ; bat it would seem, that we must add 
him to the number of poets, not a few, to whom love, 
with all its pangs, has been only a fancy's dream. As 
Lord Woodhouselee truly remarics, his " heart per- 
petually owned the dominion of some favorite mis- 
tress ; bnt his passion generally evaporated in song, 
and made no serious or permanent impression." Tlie 
" Jeanie Stewart," of whom he speaks so lament- 
ingly in the letter before quoted, complained to Mr. 
Home, that she was teazed with Hamilton's dangling 
attentions, which she was convinced had no sericms 
aim, and hinted an earnest wish to get rid of him. 
** Yon are his friend," said she, " tpll 1dm, he ex- 

i3 
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poses both himself and me to the ridkniie of ot 
quaintancc" " No, madam/' said Mr. fi 
who knew how to appreciate the fervor of Hami 
passion, " you shali accomplish his care yot 
and by tlie simplest method. Dance with him i 
night's assembly, and shew him every mark of 
kindness, as if you believed his passion sincere 
had resolved to favour his suit Take my woi 
it, you'll hear no more of him." The lady ad< 
the counsel, and the success of the experimen 
complete. 

In poetry, however, no man could breath a f 
flame. In some rather conceited lines, " Upon 
ing his picture was in a Lady's Breast,*' be chi( 
for 

Ingrossing all that beauteous heaven 
That Chloe, lavish maid, has given ; 

And then passionately exclaims : 

I cannot blame thee : were I lord 
Of all the wealth these breasts afford, 
I'd be a miser too, nor give 
An alms to keep a God alive. 

A noble burst of fancy ! The most genuine 
sion will seek in vain for a more expressive inia( 
the boimdless avarice of love. 

To the roerh of the poem of Contemplation, 
fessor Richardson has done such ample justice, 
leave little room for additional observation* h 
marks, with great truth, that Hamilton is liere 
grave than lofty, more solemn than sublime. \ 
he attemjfts '* to soar the heights of Deity,'* tc 
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COW flie design of tiie Cnitor fphh leapect to the 
pratoBt and fvrliire stete of nm, to 

seaith fhe perfect laws. 

That constant bind th* nnming cause, 

fcb conceptions aie wifhont either the grandeur 
snitod to the snl^t, or the novelty which mic^t ex- 
cuse the attempt to scan what lifilton had scanned 
with almost more tlian mortal ken before. Some of 
<be qottrtionsy into which he throws his cof^tatknis, 
•re strange enough. 

When Time shall let his curtain fall, 
JIf tat dreary nothing mwiUow aU f 
Must we th' unfinished j^ece deplore, 
£ie half the pompons jnece be o'er ? &c. 

Mr, Bichardson has obserred, with equal truth, 
that he is '* more tender than paUietic ;" but he has 
passed unnoticed the marked effect which this cast of 
mind has had on the character of this particular 
]>oem. The " struggles, relapses, recoveries, and 
fiual dbcomfiture, of a mind, striving with an obsti- 
nate and habituated passion/' might have been sup- 
posed to present many situations of deep interest ; 
but it cannot he said, that deep interest is the sort of 
feelmg excited by any part of the poem of Contem- 
plation. We see love ahemately driven away and 
returning, without feeling moved to more than a 
smile at the archness of the sly intruder. We see 
him triumph at laily without pitying his victim, though 
compelled to admire the elegance of the strains in 
which the vanqubhed Strephon resigns himself to his 
fate. 

1 3 
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Pass but some fleeting momenta o'er. 
This rebel heart shall beat no more ; 
Then from my daric and closing eye 
llie form belov'd sliali ever fly. 
The tyranny of love shall cease. 
Both laid down to sleep in peace ; 
To share alike our mortal lot, 
Her beauties and my cares forgot. 

Of the poems by Hamilton, not devoted to love, 
the most desening of notice is " The Episode of the 
Thistle," which appears to have been intended as 
part uf a larger work, never completed, called **Tbe 
Flowers." It is an iugenious attempt, by a well de- 
vised fable, to account for the selection of the thistle 
as the national emblem of Scotland. The poet opens 
the subject with tlie following elegant apostrophe : 

Thrice happy plant ! fair Scotia's greatest pride ; 
Emblem of modest valour, unprovok'd 
That harmeth not ; provok'd that will not bear 
Wrong unreveng'd. 



-How oft beneath 



Its martial influence, have Scotia's sons 
Through every age with dauntless valour fon^t 
On every hostile ground ! while o'er their burast. 
Companion to the silver star, blest type 
Of fame, unsullied and superior deed, 
Distinguished ornament ! this native plant 
Surrounds the sainted cross, with costly row 
Of gems cmblaz'd, and flame of radiant gold, 
A sacred mark, their glory and their pride ! 
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The poet then proceeds to lebteJiow theillusfrioiis 
plant fitst rose to renown. The Soots and Fic^ had 
loi^ been inTeterate enemies i bat, 

' • when Achaios ieign*d. 

By the disponing will of giacions Heav'n 
Ordam'd the prince of peace, fair EtheKnd, 
Grace of the Fictish throne, in rosy youth 
Of beauty's bloom, in his young heart inspir'd 
Spousal desires ; soft lore and dove-ey'd peace 
Her dowry. Hioi his hymeneal torch 
Concord high brandished, and in bonds of loTe 
link'd the contending race. 

This union had not long taken place, when the 
Ticts were invaded by the Saxons under Athelstane. 
Hungus, King of the Picts, solicits the aid of his new 
friend and relation, Achaius, who joins him with a 
chosen band of Scottish warriors. The two armies are 
on the eve of battle, when, as Achaius lay slumbering 
in his tent, the tutelar saint of Scotland, St Andrew, 
appeared to him in a vision : 

in his right hand he held 

A cross, far beaming through the night ; hb left 
A pointed thistle rear'd. " Fear not," he cry'd, 
" Thy country's early pride, for lo ! to thee 
Commissioned, I from Heav'n's eternal king. 
Ethereal messenger of tidings glad. 
Propitious now am sent : then be thou bold. 
To-morrow shall deliver to thy hand 
The troops of Athelstane. But, oh ! attend. 
Instructed from the skies, the terms of fate 
Conditional assigned ', for if misled 
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By xacrcd lust of arbitrary sway. 

Thou, or of thoe to coniCi tliy race shall wage 

Injurious war, unrighteous to invade 

His neighbour's rcalius ; who dares the guilty deed, 

Hira, Heaven shall desert in needful hour 

Of sad distress, delivcr*d o*er a prey 

To all the nations round. This plant I bear. 

Expressive emblem of thy equal deed : 

This, inoffensive in its native field. 

Peaceful inhabitant and lowly grows ; 

Yet who witli hostile liands its brbtly spears 

Unpunish'd may provoke P And such be thou, 

Unprompt t' invade and active to defend.'* 

The Saxons are defeated ; and Achaius, retomiiig 
home, is not unmindful of the heavenly dream. 



to inspire 



Love of heroic worth and kindle seeds 
Of virtuous emulation in the soul 
Bjpening to deed, he crownM his manly breast 
With a refulgent star, and in the star. 
Amidst the rubies' blaze, distinguuh'd shines 
The sainted cross, around whose golden verge 
111' embroider'd thistle, blest inclosure ! winds 
A warlike foliage of ported spears 
Defenceful. 

He confers similar insignia on a chosen number of 
his followers, and institutes the order of the Thiskle9 

Tnviolate and sacred, to preserve 
The ordinance of Heav'n. 

The poet then glances briefly at the fortmieft of tfw 
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fa 


stk,liU 


^ In Britain's shield 

slai mingJes niUi George'g bttaa. 

U! and HilhHibenua'i harp 




enonbmi 


nlhbg the spirit of peace and snciol lave, 
naoiuDUi poxei '. tUc Scotlub thbtle Blls 




riioguisliM 


place, and gustds the English roso. 




rhe plan of Ihis epiwde. and the political scntiiiienis 


Khichitis 


made tlie Tebidc, are alike deservine n( 


.i«. tHKovy might supply lu with a more .u- 
■ntic origin for onr national emblem, but jl could 
1 supply us wiih one mon- fraBghl with moral pur- 

e blunt .etse -hich the wiU.or h« adopted in (his 


Bni,doe*ni 


3t seem to have heto allogcther adj 
j jel a reader amtt be stmck will 


.pled 

1 the 



Icily with nbicb moce than one of (he passages 
lich hare been quoted are modulated. 
The ooly piece which Hamillon n rote in his native 
Lguage »as ■' the Brae! of Yarruw," desiEiialcd bj 
r. RkhardKin, ai " one of the finest ballads ever 
i((en." Auolhei tntic, whose opinion of Ihe an- 
n( ballad poetry of Scotland must be allowed to 
ve considerable weight, has passed a very diflerent 
lgiueii( upon it " It b." says Mr. Pihkerton, "in 
r^ l>ad taste, and quite unlike the anient Scottish 
inner, being even inferior to (he poorest of the old 
llads with this lille. His repeated words and lines 
ising an eternal jingle, his confused narratioD and 
ected pathos, throw this piece among (be rubbisli of 
etry." Although a warm partiripator in Mi. Rich- 
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ardaoo's general admiratioii of Hamilton, I am inefii 
in thb instance, to agree with Mr. Pinkerton. ' 
jingle and affected pathos of which he complains, 
indeed sickening. 

Lang maun she weep, lang maun she, maun she w< 
Lang maun she weep with dule and sorrow, &C 

Then build, then build, ye sisters, sisters sad. 
Ye sisters sad, his tomb with sorrow, &c. 

It is for those who ean attune their Toices to a 
rant, to discover where the pathos of it lies. Sim 
city and melody were never surely so departed £ 
before. 

There exists in MS. a fragment of a poem by '. 
milton, not published in his works, called the " JM 
of Gallowshiels." It is an epic of the heroi-co 
kind, intended to celebratfe the contest betwee 
piper and fiddler, for the fair Maid of Gallowshi 
Hamilton had designed to extend it to twelve bo< 
but has only completed the first and a portion of 
second. Dr. Lcyden, who owns himself indebto 
the friendship of Dr. Robert Anderson for his kn 
ledge of this MS. gives the following account of i 
his preface to the *' Complaynt of Scotland.'' — " In 
first (book) the fiddler challenges the piper to a ' 
of musical skill, and proposes that the maid hei 
should be the umpire of the contest." 

Sole in her breast the favourite youth shall reig^. 
Whose hand shall sweetest wake the warbled stni 
And if to me the ill-fated piper, yield. 
As sure I trust, this well contested field,. 
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h in the su^red dome bia pipes I raise. 


Iroph^ of my fiune to after dnys ; 


taU may know as they Itie pipes survey. 


fidJler-s d«d and this the signal d»y. 




blank they slood, and forlheit pipei feai'd ; 


tifss alone he rose in open view. 


1 in the midst his aoandijig bagpipe threw. 


fhehislorj- of the twu lieraes is related »ilh yarious 


odes ; and Ihe piper deduces bis origb from Colin 




battle of Hadatv. with which his desceadant [C- 


« tu maintain llie gloij of the piper race. The 


nd boot, the iobjetl of which is the trial of skill. 


* bagpipe." 



views their hopes and fean ^tetuate rise 
Glenderule, in Gallowsbiels long fam'd 
iTOiksof AiU, Ihe perfect wonder fram'd; 
fbining sleel 5r^ lopp'd, with dexteroaa k 
1 a tail spreading elm the branchy spoil, 
clouded wood he next divides in twain, 
smoothes tikem equal to an oval plane, 
rather folds in slill connected rows 
Lther plank conformed, the sides compose 
wimble perforates (he base with care, 
stin'd passage opening to the air; 
once inclosed within the narrow space, 
opposing valve forbids tlie backward race 
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Fast to the swelling bag, two reeds combin'dy 
Receive the blasts of the meiodioiis wind. 
Round from the twining loom, with skill divine 
Embost, tlie joints in silver circles slune ; 
In secret prison pent, the accents lie. 
Until his arm the laboring artist ply : 
Then duteous they forsake their dark abode. 
Fellows no more, and wing a separate road. 
These upward through the narrow channel glide 
In ways unseen, a solemn murmuring tide ; 
Those thro* the narrow part, their joamey bend 
Of sweeter sort, and to the earth descend. 
O'er the small pipe at equal distance, lye 
Eight shining holes o'er which his fingers fly. 
From side to side the aerial spirit boonds : 
The flying fingers form the passing sounds. 
That, issuing gently thro' the polbh'd door. 
Mix with the common air and charm no more. 

This gift long since old Glendenile consigned. 
The lasting witness of his friendly mind, 
To the fam'd author of the piper's line. 
Each empty space shone rich in fair design : 
Himself appears high in the sculptur'd wood. 
As bold in the Harlcan field he stood. 
Serene, amidst the dangers of the day. 
Full in the van you might behold him play ; 
There in the humble mood of peace he stands. 
Before him pleas'd are seen the dancing band«. 
In mazy roads the flying ring they blend. 
So lively fram'd they seem from earth t' ascend. 
Four gilded straps the artist's arm surround. 
Two knit by clasps, and two by buckles bound. 
His artful elbow now the youth essays, 
A tuneful squeeze to wake the sleeping lays. 



.dU 
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ngbellowi rhia tlie smilh impiivi 
le polisb'd lock, the forge'" liies ; 
in uhES lie Itie fiainesbdovv, 
Kiiujding loDgs of belEowi blow : 
iting bigb, o'ei the l[)uinin'd room 
* bionn light, and gilda the dusky gluom ; 
ig sounds in nenow prisons pent, 
beii tells, loud rambling fot aicnL 
ests nun the dc^afiin'd ent assail ; 
/ ivreel is bi^ath'd a sober gale : 
le havk his mounltda neit ibrsakei, 
lis pre; his nulling wings be shakes ; 
}pU'd by tb' unharmonious shock, 
tering and abiupt Uiiougli all the lock. 
flies, she shapes to smoother space 
sing vans, and iwima Ihp aerial space. 

G. R. 
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HAMILTON OF GILBERTFIELD. 



The name of Hamiltou of Gilbertfield has fuffefed 
in celebrity from its similarity to that of a greater 
poet ; but, if not illastrated by works of such merit u 
those of Hamilton of Bangour, it is connected with 
productions of too much merit to justify a slight re- 
gard. A writer, whose strains could inspire an Allan 
ilamsay with emulation, could not hare been oi a 
class doomed to be forgotten. Oblivion will be kind 
to him on this account alone, as Sir Walter Ralei^ 
beautifully tells us she has been to the adorer of 
Laura: 

Ohiivvon Uud P^areh on LauraU tombJ* 

Mr. Hamilton, of Gilbertfield, was the son of 
Hamilton of Lady lands. He entered the army eariy 
in life ; but, after considerable service, returned to his 
{Mttemal home with no higher rank than that of a lieu- 



* Raleigh must of coarse be presumed to express 
somewhat hyperbolically his opinion of the Italian 
poet The line occurs, I believe, in a set of ▼enea in 
commendation of some very inferior poet, on whoie 
appearance Oblivion Is said to have performed tins 
service for Petrarch. a, i. 



UnaDl. Hii lime wu nu 


• di tided bcmrei 


the 


of the 


field 


tlie enltital. 


on of several vj 


ed r 


shipa with m 


™ of genim 


and taalc, and til 




pmdDcUoD 


reameeS'uiioi.oFhisooD, in 
nd Uie poet were alike cnnapic 


»hi<: 



li Hie autluii of the Gentle Shepheid, 
Uiree of his Spittles to »hon] are to be romid in the 
coat'oon edltioiu of Ramsay'i works, cooiiDeDCed in 
BB Bdauratioa, no Banuiaj'i part, of some pieces which 
bad Ibujtd tl>eir <ra; ialo drcalaliou froiu UamiltoD's 

When I begoud fint lo con verte, 

And coa'd jour " Ardrj whim" rehearse, 

Where bony Heck ran fait and fierce. 

It waim'd my brea»[ ; 
Then emuUtion did me jncrce, 

Wlilk since near ceaiL 

May I be licket wi" a bjltle, 

Gin uf jour Dumbers I think little, 

Ye'te tiever taggel, »han, not kittle, 

But biyth and gabby ; 
Aod hit the spirit to a tittle 

OfstaudartHahby. 

Towards the cltne of bii life, HamiltoD redded at 
Lftlerick, in the connty otLauaik, aod theie be died 
at a Tcry adTanced age in 1751. 

Hia piincipal prodactiani are lo be fonnd in V/tt- 
soa'tGuiaCBlitctimifSceUPaaiu. One of tbeie, an 
Elegy on Habbie Simpton, the pipei of Kilbaicbon, 
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records a very poetic circumstance in tbe andeiit 
manners of our country. 

" wha will cause our shearers shear ? 

Wha will bend up tbe brags of weir." 

It appears, that^ in former times, it was the costiHn 
for a pi{>cr to play behind the reapers while at wotk ; 
and to the poetical enthusiasm thus excited and kept 
alive, wc arc probably indebted for many of those ain 
and songs which have given Scotland so aniiTalled a 
celebrity, while the authors of them remain as un- 
known as if they had never existed. 

In 1722, Mr. Hamilton publ'ished an abridgement, 
in modem Scottish, of Henry tbe Minstrel's life of 
Wallace ; but it has not added any thing to his fame* 
Dr. In'iiig has only recorded the general opinicm, 
when he says, that it was ** an injudicious and useless 
work." 

C. H. 
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SAMUEL COLVIL. 



It is a msller uf Uteiary liistory, of whicii Ibe 
Scotch hiTe perhaps tM great resson to be prood. Aat 
unuDg Ihe crovd gf iiaititon of Butter*! admirable 
poem of HurJibras, Scotsmen should hold the foremost 
placF. There hss l)een B London Hudibras* and an 
Iiiab Hadibms.l and even a DotchJ Hudibras ; but it 
u generally allomed th»t thej alt fat! aiiort of what is 
called the Scotch Hudibras, or more properi; speak- 
ing '■TbB'Whigs'SDppticatiaD,"bjSan]nel Col til: and 
Slat again is as far eiceeded by the Knighl of Ibe 
Kirk, asd olher works of Meston. To be the best of 
imitalorj, bowever. is but soirj renown. Thej are, 
indeed, lemim jjeciu. Tn nse a umilevjhichBullcr, in 
hi* Characters, jeems to hare provided for these Scotch 
followen — an imitstoc " cstcbes hit wit like the itch, of 
somebod; else that had it before, and wheti he writes 
be does but^cralch himself ; his muse is not inspired, 
but infected with another man's fancy." 

 " Vglgus itii<annJcos ; or, llie Britiah Hudibras : 
coBtaiaing The Seciel Hislory of the late London 
Hob," Sk. 1710. 

t " The Irish Hndibras ; or, Rngalean Prince," 
169S. 

IT, Tbe Dnlch Uadibnu," 
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Of CoIviiVs porsonnl histurv nothing is known. His 
first Hppoarance as a writer is supposed to have been 
in 1673. A work printed at Edinburgh in that jear 
is extant, entitlcfl " An Historical Dispute of the Pa- 
pacy and Popish Religion/' which bears to be written 
by " Sam. Colvil/' but whether this was the same 
individual who wrote the ** Whigs' Supplication" is 
not certain. The latter work was published at London* 
in duodecimo, in the year 1681. It was much read, 
and has even continued to be read, down to a late 
period. Many editions of it have been printed, and 
one at St. Andrew's in 1796. 

The degree of ])opularity which a vrork has main- 
tained is usually allowed to indicate its degree of merit : 
but this conclusion, which would hold in any other 
case, scarcely holds in the present. Colvil has bor- 
rowed so largely from the original Hudibras, that it u 
impossible to say, how far he is indebted for the repn- 
tation of bis work to his own genius, and how far to 
Butler's. It is not tlie design and manner, merely, 
which he has borrowed ; he has actually adopted a 
great many entire ])assages, without the slightest 
alteration. 

As Butler's Hudibras was a satire on the zealots of 
the reign of Charles the First, so Colvil's relates to the 
insurrection of the Scottish Covenanters, in the reign 
of Charles tlie Second. After much wrestling of the 
spirit, tliey resolve to indite a supplication to the king ; 
and the Gude Man, their chief, despatches his 'squire to 
London^ to present it to his Majesty. The 'squiie 
meets, in London, with his prototype, Ralpho, and ^ 
dispute commences between them, on the merits of 
Presbytery, which the former defends against the. rail- 
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ny of the Jattei. Tlie aupplicadon U prearnted to 
lie king with a long ipeech from (he 'squire, nhoie 
wemell to Landon dmes the poem. 

The plan of the " Supplication" is better Ihin itn 
Ucrnlloti. lb portnitures of charaater are feebly 
ItKwD, and the narrative ledioiuiy prouacled. There 
I Hbnndaace of Ihat odd combination which forms bo 
Ulerial a fettaie of Ihe HndihrasClL- acbool ; but it a, 
oo generally', odditj without wit. 



SoB-e 
Came 


may pnwe 
leous, beef and cabb 


agec 


lalen— 


Thall 


>o.»a,^me 


n, and o 


«k ace ounces 


That tallow cakes 
ThatBunandmooi 


are arabec-gr. 
a are Chejhin 


■"hee». 



The autlioc is occasioDally, howeier, both spirited 
nd ingenious ; atid, had he struck out a new path 
>r himself, instead of dullj plodding iu that of ano- 
ler, might have acquired a respeelabte rank among 
linur pueti. The following telescopic view of things 
ot to be seen in the moon, inaj serve aa o fair speci- 
leo of bis style. 

Cavaliers on horseback prancing. 
Maids about  Maj-pole dancing, 
Men in tarans, wine cat ousing. 
Beggars bj the highway lousing. 
Soldiers forging ale-house brawlmgs. 
To be let go without their lawingi : 
Stirs in streets, b; grooms and pages, 
Mountebuiki placing on stages. 
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Gardens planting, houses biggmg^ 

States and princes fleets ovtrigging ; 

Antic fashions of apparels. 

Mates and princes pickhig i]iiairelfl. 

Wan, rebels, and horse-races, 

Froclaim'd at several marketplaces. 

Captors bringing in their piiEes, 

Ckmimons cursing new excises. 

Young wives their old husbands heming. 

Judges drunken every morning. 

Augmenting law-suits and divinons. 

By Spanish and by French decisions ; 

Courtiers their aims missing, 

Chaplains, widow ladies Irissing, 

Men to sell their lands itching 

To pay th' expences of their kitchen. 

Frequent changes, states mvading. 

Pulpits forcing and persuading. 

Great jars for cloves and maces. 

For bishops, lordships, and their graces ; 

Preachers contradicting fast, 

This year, what they preach'd the last. 

Making, in the conscience, room 

For a change, the year to come. 



A. C 
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ALE3CANDER BOSS, AM. 

ALBZAVDSm Boss» tbe author of " the Foftanate 
Sbephodess," was the son -of a small farmer, in tlie 
patbh of Kmflaidiiie O^dl, alid oonntj of Aberdeen, 
ad born about tbe year 1700. He stored at Aber- 
deen, and took Ae d^iee of Master of AjiM, On 
quitting the University, he obtained the app(Mn|ment 
of Schoolmaster to the parish of Kse, in his nafttre 
coont J ; and shortly after married. 

In 1753, he removed to the parish of Lochlee, in 
Angnsshire; and here, in the homble and laborkras 
occupation of a teacher of youth, was suffered to 
linger out a life, extended to the more than ordinary 
term of eighty-three years. He died in the m<mth 
of May, 1783, leaving a son and four dknghters. 

« Boss/' says Dr. Irving, *' has been described as 
a roan of simple manners, of a religious deportment, 
assiduous in discharging the duties of his station.*' 
And this character, concise as it may appear, will, as 
Dr. Irving neatly and truly adds, " be found to include 
every essential quality." 

It has been conjectured, that Boss's original des- 
tination was tbe church, and that he had been obliged 
through poverty of circumstances to abandon the pur- 
suit The course of study necessary for taking oiders 
in ScotJand is not however so expensive, nor the inci- 
dental helps so few, that a young man, after having 
attained the degre? of M.A., could have had much 
diflliculty in perfecting his scheme of life, had he stea- 
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dily pursued it. A condition still more poetical tbti 
sheer poverty may be assigned to Ross. He married 
when others find it prudent to wait ; and thus bnMigh 
early cares upon him, which obliged him first to hal 
by the way, and then, for want of some generoai haai 
to help him forward, kept him a schoohnaster for lifik 
Hdtnort, or the FortunaU Sktpherdtm, was first pab 
lished at Aberdeen in the year 1768, together with i 
few Scottish songs. In the exordium, be thas fieeUngjI] 
depicts the penury of his condition. 

Come, Scota, thou, that anes upon a day 
Garr'd Allan Ramsay's hungry heart-strings play 
The merriest sangs that ever yet were song. 
Pity anesmair, for I'm outthrow as clung. 
Twas that grim gossip, chaadler-chafted want, 
With threed-bair claithing and an ambry acant. 
Made him cry on thee, to blaw throw his pen 
Wi' leed* that well might help him to come ben. 
And crack amo' the best o' i^a sex. 
And shape his houghs to gentle bows and becks. 
He wan thy heart, well wordy o't, poor man : 
Tak yet anither gangrell by the ban, 
As g^*8 my mister, an' my duds as bare. 
And I as sib as he was, ilka hair, 
Mak me but half as canny, there's no fear, 
Tho* I be auld, but I'll yet gather gear. 

Shortly after the publication of the poem, a com 
mendatory criticism upon it appeared in the Abevdee 
Journal, with the fictiuous signature of Oliver Oldstyk 
accompanied by an epistle to Ross, in the Soottb 

* Language. 
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Hirioct TbeattdioroflbothprodiictbaiwasgeneraUj 
vadcfstood tab^ 0v, BcMrttis ; and tbey bftve leaMined 
•o kog aqpribed Id< him'wkhoat contradictioo, that 
Hmk cm be Mttle doabt of their being from hit pea. 
.A>;Ai|jj[jririmi contains a pretty oonect eitiniaie of 
Biamti ymlk^ and tbe t postle piesenti Seattle bi a di^ 
UtaApoelkai dress irom that in which he is cou—nnly 
known to the pubtic, no apology can be necessary 
for transcribin^ihjeB at length firam the fagittve record 
in which they appeared. 

To Itte Fdnter of the Aberdeen Chfonide. 

Sib, 

I have read tlie " Foitonate Shepherdess/' and 
other poems, in broad Scotch, jost published at Aber- 
deen, by Mr. Alexander Ross, of Lochlee. This writer 
has given as the provincial dialects of Angus, Meams, 
and Aberdeenshire, in great perfection; and I am 
convinced his work will be highly amusing to all who 
relish that sort of composition. A nice critic might, 
perhaps, take exception at bis plot, at the prolixity of 
some speeches, and at the impropriety of some parti- 
cular incidents and sentiments ; but Mr. Ross, in hb 
preface, hath made so modest an acknowledgement of 
these and other faults, which he dunks may be found 
in the performance, that it is impossible for a good- 
natured reader not to excuse them. Many genuine 
strokes of nature and passion, and many beautiful 
touches of picturesque description, are to be seen in 
this work. There is even an attempt at chancier, 
which, in one or two instances, is by no means unsuc- 
cessful. In hb songs there b an easy turn of humour 
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:jfibi^i ihy stenn fill wi' glee 
. «i(^(3iie di^ -jivi monntaliu of LooUee, 
^^t^liico 'i$m light gowsty bat for thee, 
* Whfue sangs enamoiur 



'••*/ 



|j«tt^;«idteach wi* tielody 

, . 'The ]|>ck8 to yamoor. 

■•*•*'-. 
' ,''9|[p shdc^ypdr head, hot, o* mj fegs, 

-'* ^ Y«>ftt.9eCaald1Skot|i* on her legs, 

1 JUu^Jkadlbelje&'wf.befiiandflegs, 

'/^ w ' ' *. Bumbas'd and dizzie ; 

VklBer; fiddle wanted strings and pegs, 

''','' t ' : ' Waesme! poor hizzie! 

Since Allan^s death naebody car'd . 
For luies ^ spe&r how Scota' fiu^d. 
Nor pladc nor thristled tamer war'd 

To Qaench herdroatii. 
For frae the cottar to the lurd ' ^ 

We a' rin South. , 

* 

The Southland chiels indeed bae mettle, 

And brawly at a sang can ettle. 

Yet wc right couthily might settle ■• • 

O' this side Forth. 
The devil pay them wi* a pettle ^^ 

That slight the NgJH 

Our countra lecd is far frae barrel. 
It's even right pithy and aulfarren, '^ 
Oursells arc neipcr-iike I warran 



* The narac Ross gives to his muse. 

WRT 3.] L 




^hete iW' *^ ^a VV>C ox to'?' . 
(Vie po**' ..p utfttltt »"** 
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Tlie fDiemoit place Gawin Donglu ctoiina -, 

TbatcBDlj priest. 
And wha can malcli the liflb King JiuDei 

Fortingorjcat; 
Moalgomcrv grave, aod RamAay gaj, 
Duabu, Scot/ tlawthaiudea, and rate 
Tliaa I can leU ; fut a' mj fae, 

Insunbieakaff; 
Taouia take a live lang aimraet day 

To name the btS. 
Tlie uwcj duL'ls — I think Ibey c»' iliem 
Criliclu, the muckle aoirow dan them, 
(For mcnie noT manners ne'ei could avre Ibcia 

Fiac their presumption.) 
They need nae try thy jokes (o fatiiom ; 

They want nimgumplion. 
Bui iika Alrains and Angus bairn, 
Thy Ulea and sangs by heart (ball learn, 
And cliiels ihall come fiae yont Ibc Csini — 

— Amounlli right youitj, 
ir Ross nil! be to kind as shale m 

Tbeir pml at Dnina^it 



ite, eiplainiag who wa* lb 
JoroflheepiitJe here meant: — " AudtDT of the Vi- 
i.a poem lEmarkable for pathos and degaaceof de- 
ption." The authot of the Vision, howerer, vu 
an Raniuy, and Scot was only a non dt gutrrt. 

Ijfe of Ramsay. A. t. 

An alehouse in Lochke. 
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Tlic pK)t c'f iho Fortunate Shc|>hcnlcss, to vrhicb 
J)r. IWattie hints sumc exception might be taken bv 
a nice critic, is certainly bj no means pleasing. Am- 
bition triumphs over the affections of the hcmxt ; and 
the humble, yet sincere lover, b discarded for a ntal. 
whose chief recommendation is hb wealth. Bat in 
tlic progress of the talc, there are beanties developed, 
which would justify even a warmer enlogiam than 
Dr. B. has pronounced upon the worii. *< The cele- 
brated Dr. Blacklock," says Dr. Irving, *' as I have 
learnt from one of his pupils, regarded it as equal to 
<he pastoral comedy of Ramsay.*' And Mr. J^n- 
kerton, who unfortunately could see^nothuig in the 
Gentle Shepherd to entitle it to a place among good 
compoutions, sa^'s of Ross : — " Some of the descrip- 
tions are exquisitely natural and fine. The language 
and tlioughts are more truly pastoral than any I have 
yet found in any poet, save Theocritus." 

The songs published along with the Foitonate 
Shepherdess, include some which have not only, as 
Dr. B. remarks, been long known to the people of 
Angus, Meams, and Aberdeenshire, but are Tery ge- 
neral favorites in Scotland ; " The rock and tka trar 
pieMe towT " Married and voo*d and o';" " The 
bride's hreast knot ;" &c. There are also several songs 
interspersed through the poem itself; and one which 
is very pleasing in the third canto, entitled the 
" Braes of Flaviana.*' It b to the tune of the 
of Patie'sMill. 

Of all the lads that be 
On Flaviana*s braes, 
*ris Colin bears the gree. 



'ALBXANDEB KOB8. 

Au' that H Uiomaiid wa^s ; 
Best on the pipe he plays, 
Is mciTj-, bljlh, bd' gaj, 
' Ad' Jcanj fair,' he ajs, 
' Has slowB mj htoiit awij. 

Had I trn thousand poimtld, 
I'll ail to Jcuy gee. 



M; jo, aud a; thalJ bf , 
With Lei I'll onlj pair. 
Of roses I will neave 
For bet a flow'ry crown. 
All other cares riliesve, 
An' bnak bei Iiaffels lound ; 
I'll buj bei B aeiv gown, 
Wi" stripi of red an' blew, 
An' nevirr mur look, brown. 
For Jeany'll aj Ejc new. 

M; Jeujr ntde reply ; 
' S^ je ha'e choien me. 
Then all m; witi I'll trj, 
A loTing wife to be. 
If I my Colin ace, 
I'll lug for naething iDilr, 
Wi' him I do agree 



Although the " Foitunale Shepherdeai" wm re- 
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ceived to favorably among tlie learned. Us • 
appears, at first, to have been slow. A • 
tion was not called for till 1778 ^ but t 
editions have multiplied, and tfac woik is ti 
tbe roost valued of the cottage classics thh 
that part of the north east of Scotland, 
Bochan dialect is spoken. 

The second edition was^ dedicated, b^ 
the Duchess of Gordon, in terms which i 
sense of obligation ; but the favours reed 
not have been great, which still left the \k 
poet of his age to depend on the drud 
country-school for the means of subsbtenc 

Ross seems to have continued his co 
Muses till long after the divine flame ha 
His grandson, the Rev. Alexander Thomso 
of Lentrathan, in Forfarshire, informs as, 
ring " the days of old age and infirmity,' 
posed a poem, entitled " Hie. Orphan" an 
his intention of committing it to the press 
with others of his pro4actions ; but was 
upon by Dr. Beattie, one of his best fne 
linquish a scheme, that seemed to endangei 
tation which he had already acquired. 






* Campbeirt Introduction to the Hutorj 
in Scotland. 
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ARMSTRONG. 



iks of the liddel, in Roxbrnghabire, have 
r of ghring birth to John Annstrong, one of 
: learned and polished poets our coontij has 
I. 



Soch the stream, 



tose Areadian banks I first drewair. 
1 till now, eicept in Doric lays 
to her mnrmiirs b j her love-^ck swttss, 
twn in song ; tiioagh not a purer 'stieam 
^ meads more flow*rj, more romantic groTes, 
3wards the western main. Hail, sacred flood ! 
11 thy hospitable swains be blest 
innocence ; thy mountains still 
ith the fleecy race ; thy tuneful woods 
flourish ; and thy vales look gay 
Inted meadows and the golden grain. 

Book III, Ah of Preserving Health, 

's father was minister of the parish of 

rough which the liddel flows. After 

1 the usual course of education at Edin- 

more than ordinary reputation, young 

ok the degree of M. D. on the 4th of 

»2. His tiiesis, the subject of which 

urulente, was published as the forms 
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of the university require. Armstrong sent n o 
it, three days aifterwards, to Sir Hans Sloane, s 
panied by the following ingenaous letter in the 
language.* 

" Vir eruditissime dignissimeq. 

Indolls tu8B soayitatem late a 
tam,plurimum comraendaty quod jutenl obacarc 
tibi noto, patrodnio tuo favere hand dedigneiis. 
studiorum snorum primitias, qnalesconq. sin 
tremul& manu offert Ut mnnnscuU prelinm 
sentio quam sitexigunm) aliqno modo patroni 
tati responderet — sed absit tyroni talis apes* Ln 
atq.candore tibi propriis soKs oonfido. Hisce in 
opuscttlun tenne^ incultainq. te beaJgnd aceep 
spero. Interim, ut, probitatis exemplum atq* 
sopbomm coslibos decus, din Tivas atq. vale 
nix^ prooator. 

Tid observantissimut, 

JoANNsa Abmsti 
Dabam Edlnburgi, 7® die 
Februarii, AJO. 1752. 

To Sir Hans Sloanc, Bart. 
President to the Royal So< 
ciety and CoUedge of Phy- 
sicians, London." 

Whether this letter attracted any notice fh 
learned president, we are not informed. It i^ 
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••^haitytmo yean afterwavds. Dr. Aimstrong, tmaimitlgd 

* JD-flieB^fa] flod^y > p^pei.on the *^ Alolcicent 

k^ diqMiihion. oC Ai^ud f^oads," which wm read, 

tboag^ not pdnted, m (heir transactioiu. It la |>re- 

aeived. among the MSS. of Dr. iitch, then Seaijaiy 

of the aodetjjn tho Bridsh Masenm, (No. 44S3.) 

It ieeau^ thi^ rwhik & ftodent, ^nvvrtroiig had 
hPVBB. Jt9 1^7 hii coprt to the Mates. One of hu 
int^a||Biiq;iti was a desciqitlTe. dceteh^ in imitation 
qCCQMjespeaie, wtish, (le, ipfimus as, met with die 
i||g^)j|iatioa; of.IlbomgM, MaHet, and Yoanf>. He 
lifoj^Abo, ahoQt tiiu period, part of a tiagedy in 
iai^^ 9f Shakespeare. 

. llgl^SS, ^ .£n4 him in l4>ndon fttiacting some 
aoffee Iby.a hamoxoos foj^tire piece in 9w<h, entitled 
'f Afi Ipipaj for abndging die study of Physic; to 
o^idk Is added, a Dialogue between Hygeia, Mer- 
coiy, and Plato, relating to. the practice o^ Physic, 
as it is managed by a certain illostrioas society ; as 
also an Epistle hma Usbed the Persian to Joshua 
Ward, Esq." It was dedicated " to the Antacademic 
Philosophers, to thegeneroos despisers of the schools, 
to tlie ded^rvedly celebrated Joshoa Ward, John 
Moor, and the rest of the numerous sect of inspired 
physicians, by their most devoted servant and zealous 
admirer.'' lliis work was said, at the time, to ex- 
hibit the very spirit of Lucian ; but now that the 
impostures which it exposed are forgotten for others 
of greater novelty, but little of this spirit can be 
diapered. . The satire is just, but wasted on ephe- 
meral topics. 

In 1737, he published '' A Synopsis of the History 
and Care" of that class of diseases which furpisli 
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'< the fleet of inspired phynciam," wl4i diflir 



IneMtive practice ; and thortly afker, *' IVr 
of Love,'* a poem. The object of botii 
seems to have been the same, and Uioiigb if 
object sufficiently consistent with profinrioul 
duity, it broagfat no honor to liis cb««cter^ 
a man of letters or a moralist. In the <mt, he alined 
with syren power the yonth of the land to tfadielD- 
discretions for wliich the other presented the can ; it 
was, in short, altogether a budness matter* in wldek 
self-interest supplied the canning, and gefllna the cap 
pital. As a phyncian, and a poor pbjridaa^ lie 
panted after practice ; and notconte&t with CBeoorten^ 
ing the quacks who engrossed it, widi the n^M of 
learning and skill, he was nngaUantenoog^ to call la 
the Muses, to assist him in hit interested rivaliy. B 
would seem, however, that lie failed in obtaiiung llie 
reward he anticipated. The ''Economy of'Lofc^ 
sold rapidly, but it brought bat Uttle pnietioe to tte 
author of " The Synopsis of the History and Gare." 

At a later period. Dr. Armstrong appeaa to lwf« 
suppressed the most obnoxious passages of "The 
Economy of Love," in a new edition whidi boe la 
be " revised and corrected by the anthob'* Bi 
would have done better could he have Biippmwod it 
entirely. It is still a liceatioas poem, aiid 
very properly excluded from every coIlectioB iaf 
try — even from his own collection of his 
From one of the cases on literary property* It ajp- 
pears, that the whole sum he received -for it fnmyk 
publbher, Mr. Millar, was only fifty goineaa* 

The ** Art of Preserving Health," by whidi Dr. 
Armstrong made ample atonement to his i^fvM m^ 
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^ WM'piibliahed ill 1744. It niied hiiii in- 
to » plaoe aaong the fim poets of hh age, 
I mimiBUy read and admirwL 
'46, he was u>poinled one of dia phjncinia 
bo^tal for ume and ndL solcBers, behind 
j^iam-honse, timmgli the iniaeBoe» h Is lie- 
)f Dr. Bfead, whoas he had teahaadsonelj 
i in Ins last poem: 

m ! belov'd by all the i^aceliBl aitsy 
» long the finr'iite of the healing poims; 
Ige^OMead! a weU dengn'd essay, 
s^cr inqwrfect : and permiiy tiiatl 
ittle knowledge addi my coontiy share, 
ion die lieh Ascfepian stores mdock, 
with new graces dignify the d^eme. 

"Si, be presented tlie. public with " Benero- 
an epistle to Enmenes ; and in 1753, " Taste," 
le to a yoong critic. In 1758, he published 
hes or Essays on Tarions subjects," under the 
Launcelot Temple, Esq. The sale of this 
IS remarkably rapid, owing, in some measure 
y , to a liable of the day, that Mr. Wilkes, then 
senith of his popularity, had assisted in its 
jou. Its merit was not of the highest order, 
s not among the collections of Essays that are 
oerally read. 

r60. Dr. Armstrong was honored by the dia- 
led appointment of physician to the forces in 
ly. \Vliile engaged on this sernce, he trans- 
to Mr. Wilkes, in England, an epbtle in 
which soon afterwards found its way into 
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]>rint, under tfac title of " Day, An epistle I 
Wilkeii, Esq. of Aylcshurj" *' without the 
ledge," as was pretended in a prefatorj ad 
nient, " or consent of the author, or of the gei 
to whom it is addressed." 

On the peace, Dr. Armstrong returned to 1 
and resumed, but with little success, his prad 
physician. In 1770, he published a Collectio 
works in two volumes, containing the product 
ready mentioned, with the exception of the £i 
of Love, and Day, the Epbtle to Mr. HViIk 
the following hitherto unpublished pieces.^" 
tiuns of Shakespeare and Spenser." '* The Ui 
Almanack, by Nourcddin.Ali." '* The Force 
riage," a tragedy wliich was offered to Gai 
1754, \)ut rejected ; and some additional " Sk( 
In an advertisement prefixed to these volun 
A. modestly says, he had, at last, " taken the 
upon him to collect his works, and to hvn 
printed under his own inspection ; a. task tliat 
long avoided ; and to which he would hard! 
submitted himself, but for the sake of pre 
their lK*ing, at some future time, exposed in a 
mangled condition, and loaded with more fau 
they originally had." 

In 1771, he took " a short ramble throng 
parts of France and Italy," in company w. 
Fiiscli, tlie painter, and published a disconten 
count of it on his return. In 1773, he do 
literary career, by the publication of a quarto 
of " Medical Essays^" in which he accounts 
not having such extensive practice as some 
brethren, on the ground of his not being qnal 



^ tkUish stale of spirits, u 
The pecnliai cifcumslai 



:h Ihctc is >«>30D to 



IfHrK ytais of Di. Atmslnmg's liff  The poem con- 
tMprirl  Ih"' J utile on (he folUf ; of " the day ;" but 
Bf 10 genenl a niluic, Uist Uie author had doubllcss 



In one unlucky hue, hovrercr, he happened to liit 
off  cliaracter so Juiled to wiist ChurelilH, with 
wbom he had beert oa babib of indniHcj, either 
tlioughl of hiniseir, or conceived tlie public Ihonght 
of him, that nalliing would persuade him hat tbal 
be was penonall; held out to ridicole. The oSenuie 
Bne ocean in the fbUntiag pMsnge: 

" What new* to day ! I nk yon not whM logne, 
Wb»l palby unp trf fortune'* now in vogae ; 
Whst foiwBid bitmd'iliig fool was last piefeir'd, 
Sj mere pietence dislinguuh'd from the beid ; 
^ith what new^tatthe gapmg town ii amt ; 

' 'WhatjtDff fanRater the two Boollia haTE miit. 
What boandng nunuc givws a Hointu next." 
Itiaqeedtesi to >ay, bow leaionable il wu in Mr. 
,.„ 3.1 
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Chofchill to coocludc, that there oonld 
** crasy scribbler/' except the author of the Bo 
in the writer*s eye ; or to point out the modesty 
which he lo readily arrogated to himself the d 
ter of the reigning wit of the day ; and still 1 
it necessary to dwell on the good grace widi < 
an author, who required such large aUowances I 
deliberate licentiousness of his own pen, ahoi 
enraged at so mere a chance medley on the p 
another. Chorchill was resolved to be lerenged 
in his poem» called " The Journey/' thus repai 
accidental hit, by twenty mortal stabs at the n 
tion of a man whom he liad once owned as his I 
and joined with all the world in admiring as a \ 

" Let them with Armstrong, taking leave of si 
Read musty lectures on Benevolence ; 
Or con the pages of his gaping Day, 
Where all his former fame was thrown away. 
Where all but barren labour was forgot. 
And the vain stifiness of a letter'd Scot ; 
Let them with Armstrong pass the term of lij 
But not one hour of darkness ; when the nigl 
Suspends this mortal coil, when mem'ry wak« 
When for our past misdoings conscience take 
A deep revenge, when by reflection led 
She draws his curtains, and looks comfort de 
Let ev*ry muse be gone ; in vain he turns. 
And tries to pray for sleep : jrf^tna buns, 
A more than ^tna, in his COTmAl^rcast, 
And guilt, with vengeance arin*d,Torbid8 the 
Though soft as p1uiua;;c from 3'0uu<; Zephyr's 
His couch sc'cms hard, and no relief can brioj 
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hath planted daggers there, 
Nb good man can deserve, no brave man bear. 

Abont the same time, a coohiess took place be- 
tween Dr. Armstrong and Mr. Wilkes, on account of 
the obloqnj which the latter was perpetually endea- 
vooiing to cast on the Scottish nation m his North 
Briton ; and this ]ed to the disclosure of some rather 
embamsnng circumstances, respecting the publication 
of the Epistle which had provoked t|ie ire of Church- 
luU. Armstrong had always affected to disapprove 
of its publication, and spoke of it as a production 
designed only for private pernsaL How far this was 
the real state of the case, will be seen from the fol- 
lowing letters, which now appeared in succession in the 
Public Advertiser, the favorite vehicle of Wilkes, but 
which have never been republished in any of the 
biographical collections. 

To the Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

Sir, 

I am not surprised that the patriot of Prince's 
Court* attacks Sir John Dalrymple for his detection 
of that pseudo patriot, Algernon Sydney, as that 
same Algernon received the wages of iniquity, as our 
present worthy patriot does, undoubtedly, at least 
probably, from the rivals and enemies of our country. 
But the patriot seems to quit his proper and usual 



• Prince's Court was, at that time, the residence of 
:\Ir. Wilkes. a. s. 

M 2 
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tract in deceiving onl^ his intimates and I 
I am assured Uiat Sir John DaJryniple is Neither the 
one nor tlie otlicr. He always took more ddight in 
exposing his friends than in hurting his enemies. We 
know, at least I am assured of the fact, thaA a very 
worthy and ingenious friend of this impostor trusted 
him witli a jcu d'esprit of a poem, incorrect indeed, bat 
which bore every mark of a true, though ungovemed, 
genius. This ))oem, though rough as it was* be cai^ 
ried to A. Millar, late Bookseller in the Strand, and 
published it in his friend's name, without hu know- 
lodge. This is a fact, Mr. Printer ; therefore, I tliink 
Mr, W, should let ulonc Scotch writers. 

Dna« 

(Public Advertiser, March 23, 1773.) 

In tlic Fublic Advertiser of March 24, 1773, there 
is a letter, which, aftiT quoting the preceding attack 
of DiLs a» one of tlie various calumnies citculated 
ngninst Mr. Wilkes, tlius proceeds — 

" Your correspondent, sir, is pleased to appeal 
to a dead Bookseller ; I appeal to the living author, 
who is now in London. He desired tlic poem might be 
published : it was written for the publio eye : be di- 
R'cted the Bookseller to call on Mr. W. for the copy. 
The Bookseller produced his credentials, under tbo 
autlior*s own hand, upon which Mr. W. gave bim the 
manuscript of tlie poem. It wm afterwards publisiied 
in tlie kindest way for the audior*s reputation, as a 
Fragment, I believe he will not chuse to restore die 
passages, wluch were omitted in Uie first edition of 
i760. When he does, the kindness, and perhaps the 



tif ^ Eattir WW appear, I Ml lohi, lb i 
f«tyfllttUjKtodikTonrable fight The Poennrw not 
jfitgiiiM m tfie Boqiwdlier had lecdred a ^eeonl 
ptfAhre mder fofttiiat |iarpoie» from tUe lAittiory a^ 
aeweial objeetioo^ to ^le piuiBcalidii had 'Iteen Imn- 
■dtted lo him in Geriaaifyv .and aiBieiidiiiete'iMde 
fej hfaiielt It was • 4*^>^u^ c^d» not tHflioiit 
■Mfity aMioagli teaic^j qoHe ao nuidi as flie liaiid 
iiOeriBafliied. Bfr.Chindail wioto.thi5 fiMtt fol- 
Imnaii^ ihiea m tiriit poaa, wl^di wi^raninKf ftifgi^isn* 
Thej^aae in the Jtrnnujf* 

* Or con the pages of his' gapmg Hajf, 
Where all his former fiune was thioym away, 
Whe^ an, hot batien lafiodr was forgot, 
Ahd the vahi stiflbess ef • torswrf Swe.* 

•ftnrrh.'' 

To the Printer df the Pnbltc Advertiser. 

Sni, 

I thoQgirt that Mr. W's Scotch friend woald, 
eie this day, have forgot that " Day," which it mast he 
confessed added very little reputation to his former 
literary fiune. The cynical empiric ought to remem- 
ber tiiat it was by his own express orders that Day 
came to light. I doulft not but the ingenious author 
of the Sktiiha has given the ud of liis literary talents 
to Sfe John ; but mednnks he ou^t to vouchsafe to 
content liinMelf wit^^j^^ private iqiplause to what 
ii, in part, lus ow^HI^H^ to avoid puffing up its 
merits before a pubft^n6t very fond of his misanthro- 
|Mca], scotchified, and dull observations. His vam 
Attempts flit homour are long known, and as Tong 
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despised. If ever Mr. W. honoured him wHh Us 
coiii[)any, sure I mm, it was more to laugh at his cyni- 
cal folly and absurdity , tlian to receive either Wanna- 
tion or delight from his conversation. 

*' I desire him, however, to confine -his rancoroos 
belchings to the private conversatioii of his very fiew 
friends left I may be tempted to drag hin^ forth, by 
name, to public chastisement, for I cannot, with pa- 
tience, see the liero, to whom we owe our liberty, 
reviled by the poisonous breath of a man^jUfgBBdj de- 
tested for his known averson to mankind. This may 
serve, for tliis Day, in answer to Dies. 

Nox. 

(Public Advertiser, April 1, 1773.) 

These letters, as may well be supposed, gave great 
offence to Dr. Armstrong. 

On tlie 7tli of April, he called on Mr. Wilkes, at 
his house, and accused him of being the author of tlus 
attack on hb character, in very abrupt terms. 

In the Gentleman's Magazine for 1792, the sab- 
stance of tliis conversation, as minuted down (appa- 
rently by Mr. Wilkes) immediately after it took place, 
is preserved, and it is curious. 

Mr. Wilkes, on being charged with the attack, ob- 
served tliat he had been roughly treated in the letter 
signed Dies. " Yes," said the Doctor, " bat.I be- 
lieve you wrote that on purpue to bring on the con- 
troversy — I am almost suraflBRt- iWllkes vefoaed to 
answer interrogatories, and retlalpH the Doctor to BIr. 
Woodfall, the printer. 

Dr. A. — ** Whoever has abused me, sir, is a villain ; 







kHM9T|EOIl6; 1S7 

ow endearoiin^atry Id set Sco^tand tod Engfamd 
lei, are veij bad/' ; ; ,« • ... ^ 

. WillLes femadLed, that the ScotshiddMie that, 
hgjblj, by theii awhi Gonduct ; fpud that he had 
attacked the Doctor personally, bot on the con^ 

had compUmeitted hhn in conjidiction Hvith 
:faiU li^ Ida mock Ikdiaitym to Mortmtr. He 
il«d io the Doctor, if Jie had^. not himself imr 
ed against Scotland, in the severest tenns ? 
e Qoctcir answered, ** I only did it in joke, sir ; 
lid it in bitterness : beadet, U tnoi my eoMnttry" 
ter some further conversation. Dr. A. observed, 
as happier with you than any man in the world, 
great many years, and complimented yon not a 
in the Day." . 
; W. — " I am abused, in Dim, for that pnUica- 

and for the manner of it, both which you 
ived." 

. A.—" I did so." 

'. W. — " I was abused at first, I am told, in the 
script of Dies, for having sold the copy, and put 
loney in my pocket, but that charge was sup- 
sd in the printed letter." 
. A. — ** I know nothing of that." 
e interview then terminated, without further 
nation. 

ere are two things of which no person will, pro- 
Tf have any doubt, after perusing these singular 
ledings : first, that Wilkes was really, as Arm- 
g affirmed, the. fnSbxft of the whole of the corres- 
ence in the Public Advertiser, and attacked him- 
in order to furnish some sort of apology for be- 
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tracing hU former friend ; and aecondy that the aHarj 
told in that correspondence, about Amistroii|r'8 privil^ 
to the publication of " Day/' is the tme one. The 
whole of the little plot has the marks of Wilkes's 
finesse about it, nor b it possible to asdgn any mbtire 
which could induce Armstrong to start a coutrovenj, 
that was so sure to end to Ids own disadTantage. 
When the charge u advanced he does not attempt to 
deny it — ^he is angry because he cannot ; he goes to 
complain, but obtains no satufaction ; and then sHs 
down in silence under the exposure. 

The deception disclosed was, after all, of a very ve- 
nial description ; and Armstrong, though he had rea- 
son to feel deeply hurt at the artifice and treacheiy of 
Wilkes, had none to be ashamed of the part he had 
himself acted in this transaction. 

Dr. Armstrong died at his house in Russel-stroet, 
Covcnt-gardcn, on the 7th September, 1779 ; and, to 
the surprise of his friends, who thought him poor, left 
behind him more than three thousand pounds, saved 
out ofa very moderate income. 

The character of Armstrong seems, on the whole, to 
have been of an amiable, though somewhat splenetic cast 
By his friends, among whom he numbered some of the 
ablest and worthiest men of his time— Thomson, 
Granger, Theobald, Birch, Mead, Sir John Flriagle^ 
&c. he was much respected and esteemed. Seveial of 
them have borne strong testimony to the goodness of 
his heart, and general sincerity of his condoct* — fle 
was blunt in his manners, and not very choice in hb 
conversational language; but these asperities wenQ 
quickly forgot in the livelmess of observation and dry 



_ 1 I r Vien adlo a y Bfe d. ' He Is 

laid to hs^-tete ind it i|Ml-kMdbe» and teder, 
«ial.tiiM^ .«# MdEiiig one «f a aodal pflfft^r of 1^^ 
'* Ifeiqid^tibniafaltendi awM^^^oecnpatioa ; and 

. lo^di»pe^bBpi»M]iiiicu«9iotiMl''£8teiiipaiedex- 
'' eewofw9iiiHfitj;''of whic^lielBlbinhisConiiieB- 
lilPHpWBlwty'aicBbe tlieKttltttiieoett'lieeiperieQced 
I %^ihi^fMaAm. hkTh.]Bink*B papen^tiMieiia' 
TtilPtm niitaliait 6fni Amutroig to tiie»Doeior, 
• «FUdi» as iOiislntiag the poMinal habits of some of 
flieliteivt^cii'lhofle daji» It coiioiv. The Mkfwka^ is' 

'-!•"■■ 

If you are tobe at leisare nestftiday, 
Mr. Spencet and I shall beghid to meet yon aboat two 
atBiehaid's Coffee-home, within Temple-har, ifirom 
wbeooe we shall adjourn to any Tavern yqa please, 
to dine together. If Friday is not conTenicnt for 
you, please leave word at the bar here : at meeting 
we shall agree upon some day next week. I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Yourmost humble and obliged servant, 
John Armstbong. 
'* RavfthweWi4 ' 
Wednesday Evening, 
October 6, 174S." 

With the author of the Seasons, Dr. Armstrong was. 



* No. 4300 Birch's papers, Bntbh Museum, 
t The collector of the Anecdotes. 
X Where was Rawthwell's ? 




'the secret wilds, I tnoe. 
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from his first oomfaig to London, In the habtldSt pe^ 
culiar intiBiacy ; and lie is generally nadentood to j 
hav« been his coadjutor in tho compoiition of the 
" Castle of Indolence,'* to both a most congeniM lob- 
ject. The sixty-eighth stanza was entirely written by 
Armstrong. 

The reputation of Armstrong, as a poet, moat vnt 
chiefly on his " Art of Preserving Healfli ;" but that 
has merit enough of itself to bear him on the wii^ of 
renown through many a distant age. In point of 
classical elegance, purity, and simplicity of style, as 
well as truth of sentiment, it is not perhaps ezoelled 
by any poem of the Didactic kind, in the Englidi 
language. The subject was one " unattempted, jet 
in prose or rhyme." 



Of nature, and with daring steps proceed 
Through paths the Muses never trod before. 

BookL 

The field was encompassed with difficoltiei, lor 
though it opened many sources of poetical ideas, still 
the leading theme was of the most ordinary mattan 
of human existence ;— eating, drinkmg, and slee|4ag ; 
pain, sickness, aud disease ; all the infirmides, in shorty 
which flesh is heir to. The skill and imaginatkm 
which were required to give grace and elevation to 
such topics as these, could only belong to a mind of 
tlic highest order. The task, as Dr. Warton remarks, 
(in his reflections on Didactic Poetry, prefixed to his 
Edition of Virgil,) was reserved to Armstrong, and he 
has executed it nobly. 
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The author appears throughout to have had Lucre- 
thu in htt eye; but he has shewn hunself no servile 
imitator. If we compare the opening invocation of 
Hygda by Armstrong with the invocation o{ Venus 
by Lucretius, or both their descriptions of a pestilence, 
we shall be convinced that it was the rivalry of equals. 
The approach of Hygeia through " the blue serenity of 
Heaven/' and the dispersion of the various baleful 
forms of disease and death into the loathsome gloom, 
ue conceived and pourtrayed in the very highest 
spirit cf poetry. The instance of wide wasting pes- 
tilencey which Armstrong has ^elected for a trial of 
his strength with the Roman poet, in grand and pa- 
thetic description, is distinguished by one extremely 
poetical circumstance. The instance he selects, is 
that of the sweating sickness, which laid England 
waste during the reign of the tyrant Richard. It 
was a notion universally entertained by the common 
people of that period, that the disease atUMJied and 
was fatal to Englishmen alone, and that it was not 
limited in its rage to England, but extended to En- 
glishmen, wherever Englishmen were to be found 
throughout the world. A sublimcr idea of the aveng- 
ing power of HcaTcn over a guilty race, and one more 
calculated to inspire a deep awe into the mind, it b 
impossible to imagine. Armstrong appreciated it with 
a po<'t*s eye, and has availed himself of its agency 
wiili \iTy happy effect 



O'er the mournful land. 



rir infected city pour'd her hurrying swarms ; 
Koti^'d l>v the flames that fir*d her seats around 
Til' infected country rush'd into the town. 
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Some, sad at home, and in the desart iome, 

Abjur*d the fatal commerce of mankind ; 

In vain: where'er they fled, the fates pmsu'd ; 

Others, with hopes more specious, cioss'd the main. 

To seek protection in fax distant skies ; 

But none tlicy found. It scem'd the general air. 

From pole tu pole, from Atlas to the E^st, 

Was then at enmity with English blood ; 

For, but the race of England, all were safe 

In foreign climes ; nor did this lury taste 

llie foreign blood which England then contain'd; 

Where should they fly ? The circumambient Heavea 

Involved them still ; and every breeze was bane* 

Where find relief ? The salutary art 

Was mute ; and startled at the new disease. 

In fearful whispers hopeless omens gare. 

To Heaven with suppliant rites they sent their pimyen. 

Heaven heard them not Of every hope de{HiT*d, 

Fatigued with vain resources ; and subdn'd 

With woes resistless, and enfeebling fear ; 

Passive they sunk beneath the weighty blow. 

Nothing but lamentable sounds was heard ; 

Nor aught was seen but ghastly views oi death. 

Infectious horror ran from place to place. 

And pale despair. 'Twas all the business then. 

To tend tlie sick, and in their turns to die. 

In heaps they fell : and oft one bed, they say. 

The sick'ning, dying, and the dead, contain'd. 



Armstrong has been reproached with ei 
in his description of the " moist malignity" and va- 
riableness of the English climate, in which all the 
seasons are said to " mix in every monstrous day." it 
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Dost be confessed diat the picture is overcharged ; 
nd peihaps in no part of the work is more excep- 
ionable matter to be found, than in Uie passages on 
bis subject 

" Our fathers talk 

Of summers, balmy airs, and skies serene : 
Good heaven I For what unexpiated crimes 
This dismal change ?" 

The author here assumes it as a fact, that " a dis- 
tal change" in the climate has taken place, when it 
^ould have served the purposes of both truth and 
oetry better, to have corrected a vulgar prejudice, 
nd illustrated that interesting operation of mind, by 
ffaich *' our fathers talk" of the days of their youth, 
s days when all nature smiled around them. 

————— '*The brooding elements. 
Do they, your powerful ministers of wrath. 
Prepare some fierce exterminating plague ? 
Or is it fix'd in tlie decrees above 
That lofty Albion melt into the main ?" 
his, it must be confessed, is very genuine bombast. 

The colours, in wiiich Dr. Armstrong has painted 
le English climate, are so greatly exaggerated, as to 
•ivc sometimes suggested a doubt, whether it was 
ally the English climate which the Doctor had in 
s mind's eye at the time ; that climate so appropri- 
ely invoked by his friend and countryman Thomson, 
Y the epithet of ** merciful." — Looking into the 

Beauties of Scotland," something extremely like a 
ilution of thb doubt has presented itself, and which, 
correct, will afford a striking example of the influ- 
ice of early impress:ons on the mind. 

N 
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The topographist, describing the baulu of tiic lid- 
del, Aimstrong's native itream, pfevioos to its jmc- 
tjon with another river, called the Hennitage, aajt, 
" diis part of the country is moontainoni, highf ciU 
and moUt, and Ua under the thidc and BoUUtnf^aom 
of eowtmualfogt,** 

Let us contrast thu with what Armstrong says of 
England. 

Steep'd in continual rains, or with raw fogs 
Bedew*d, oar seasons droop : incnmbent stUl, 
A ponderous heaven o'erwhelms the sinking sooL 

The descriptions we see are the same, without even 
a single circumstance of variation, is it onlkir then, 
to conclude that they were derived from the nme 
source, and that when Armstrong thought he was de- 
scribing England, he was only recording his lecoUec- 
tions of tlie scenery of his youth ? 

N.J. 



.a£M 
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DR. OCILVIE. 



JoBB OoiLviB, D.D. waa tlie ion of tlip Revereod 
Hr. Ogilvip, one of die minuUt] of AtwcdwD. He 
vu bom about the jev 173S, aod ednciitfd at (be 
HuJscbal college, Abrrdeeo. He quaJiGed hinuelf 
with verjlhtle dilBcuit; (bilhecbuicli, and obuincd 
a &eB)e la preadi long before he waa acknowledged 
by that tuneful fialeinilj, among whom he seems to 
have been mott untntionii to be enrolled. 

Aboot the period, at which Dr. Ogiliie began to 
irrile verses, Ibrte were in Scotland scvenl of the pro- 
fevion of Hliich hewnaa member, who were inspired, 
either by the poetical Bpirit, or the spirit of rcforiniag 
the abusea which had crept in npon genius; and 
amongst those, O^vie took hisstation, destined both 
toud, in giving leSneiDeiit lo tba mOiality of tbe 
■ge, and in adding to die lieaKirei of the bighei de- 
partmenta of literalare. 

Dr. O^ vie officiated as ininiatei of Hidmar, in 
tbe conatj of Aberdeen, fnm tbe year 1759, ap to a 
late period of hia life, having never haHrded his li- 
cence to preach by writing for tbe alage ; an act 
fat which other distingDished penoni have been pa- 
niibed in conwqneiKe of the general penaauon, 
that the most effectual mode of rusing diigust al tba 
eiouneti of the diamalic eihilntioiu of earlier da;t. 
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ia by writing or preaching against them. Mid i 
introducing to tlio public, in their theatres, tlie 
images of the passions. 

The literary works wliich he produced dnrin 
period, were, however, extremely numerous, 
events of his life, indeed, arc nothing but a succ 
of appearances in prose or riiyme. In 1758, he pi 
ed the Day of Judgement, a Poem ; in 1759, m 
edition of the Day of Judgement 'corrected, w 
Ode to Melancholy, Ode on Sleep, Ode on Time, 
to the Memory of Mr. H. M. an Elegy, Lines 
Memory of the late pious and ingenious Mr. H 
with a paraphrase of the third cluiptcr of Habb 
in 1762, Poems on several subjects, to which wi 
fixed, an Essay on the Lyric Poetry of the Ant 
in two letters, inscribed to the Right Hon. Jamee 
Deskfoord ; in 1763, Providence, an Allegorical i 
in three books ; in 1765, Solitude, or the Ely si 
the Poets, a Vision, to whicli was subjoin 
Elegy ; in 1769, Paradise, a Poem, and two vc 
of Poems on several subjects ; in 1777, Re 
Poem ; in 1774, Philosophical and Critical Ob 
tions on the nature, characters, and various spet 
composition ; in 1783, an enquiry into the < 
of the Infidelity and Scepticism of die TioM 
1793, the Theology of Plato, compared with tlx 
ciples of the Oriental and Grecian Philosoph 
1801, Britannia, an Epic Poem, in twenty boo 
which was prefixed a Critical Dissertation on 
Machinery ; and in 1802, an Examination o 
Evidence from Prophecy, in behalf of the Ch 
Religion. 
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Dr. OgUfie dosed a long life, devoted to IHeruy 
pnmiHSf and to the falthftil ditdurge of his datiei 
as a Chrbtiaii minister, in the year 1814, and Slst of 
his age. 

In speaking of the literary diaracter of Dr. Ogilvie, 
the fint thing that most strike every one is the vast 
disparity hetween the qoantity he has written, and 
the degree of celebrity whidi he has acquired. The 
name is scarcely known in poetry, and in prose still 
less; notwithstanding the pile of volumes which at- 
tests the pains taken to raise it into notice. 

It is difficult to imagme, that while a Beattie, a 
1, a BlacklodL, and many others of the same 
ssra with Ogilvie, have obtained their due meed of 
pitise, such neglect conld have been the pcvtiun of 
genius deserving of a bettor fate. It Is unquestiona* 
bly true, however, that Ogilvie was a man of very 
great genius, and that his woriLS shew it Are the 
public then to blame, that they have suffered them to 
fiUl into such obscurity ? This it would be vain to 
affirm, unless it could be accompanied with some 
hope of seeing them yet read, of which it must be 
confessed there is no hope. The truth is, that the 
public were not to blame. Ogilvie, with powers far 
above the common order, did not know how to use 
them with effect. He was an able man, lost. His 
intellectual wealth and industry were wasted in huge 
and unhappy speculations. Of all his books, there 
is not one which, as a whole, can be expected to 
please the general reader. Noble sentiments, bril- 
liant conceptions, and poetic graces, may be culled 
in profusion from the mass ; but there is no one pro- 
duction in which they so predominate (if we except 

n3 
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some of his minor pieces) as to indaoc it to bi 
lected for a happier fate than the rest. Had the i 
talent which Ogiivie threw away on a number of 
jects been concentrated on one, and that one tin 
with judgement and taste, be might bare rin 
in popularity the most renowned of his contem| 
rics. 

Among Ogilvie's larger works, that of ^ Pk 
dcnce" is, perhaps, entitled to (he first place. Ii 
preface to it, he says, '* the subject of the pre 
essay falls so naturally under the cogmsance of & 
reflecting mind, that we have no reason to be sorpi 
when we find it treated in the most copious mai 
by many writers, both ancient and modem. ] 
however, certain, in general, that philoso|diical dii 
tations, in whatever degree intrinsically valuable* 
their effect on the bulk of numkind, when they 
not enlivened with those graces which contribul 
amuse the imagination. It is on this account thai 
find a moral work, in which we find tlie most imf 
ant truths arc accurately investigated, overlooke 
uninteresting ; when a series of incidents, which 
calculated to impress upon tlio mind some benef 
rule of conduct, is perused with satisfaction, and 
dom fails to establish a favourable prcposscsuon. 
much stronger is tlic impulse which leads us to ae 
for plsanire, than that which prompts us to deiin 
ttructunu" Under the deepest impression of the t 
of tliis maxim, Ogilvic commences his poem* andi 
ducts it with such a strict adherence to the form w! 
he condemns, that, in spite of himself, be &Us 
the ranks of those who fail from tliat excessive anx 
to instruct, which calculates upon the necefliit; 
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dautng «11 idea of caaau^ anrasemeni^^ But 
i toe, bk tiuspoem, lemal jmuim^ i^t^^ |^<^ 
bemnty, which, if they foniK^ ftxts of a ma» 
hx woiky would often be quoted as e?ideBeet of 
int schodl^— The foUowoig fines upon Contoni* 
are delightful. 



f 



" I iimi'd tn J wandering steps aside, 
soQght the deepest shade. . There dose immar'd , 
(e scaioe a zephyr stirr'd the nistUng bonglis, . 
1 1 sat, and gave my thoughts to irange 
woflds remote, as working fancy led 
itieam of meditation ; blatning now, 
now absoMng Providence. Alone 
not long. A mountain's cliflbed nde 
I tfarough a visto) shew'd a gloomy care, 
rw and deep, where scarce the quivering ray 
sprinkled glimmering twilight The high roof, 
d like the arch of heaven, hung awful o'er 
olemn vault below ; through whose wide bound 
ong loud voice in many a lengthening moan 
on the listening ear. Advancing slow 
this dark cell of solitary thought, 
k'd a venerable sage ; his cheek 
w*d by Time, and o*er his hoary head 
yld white hand of slowly stealing Age 
•Juwer^d its lucid silver : sweetly mild 
K>ks, his mien; and, rais'd to heaven, his eyes 
I'd like fair £vening*s dewy star that shines 
placid radiance : graceful was his form, 
simple hb attire ; his bending hand 
'd on an ivory staff, the prop of age ; 
irm his step, as one whose youthful blood 
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WariiiM, not inBam'd, by Reason's tempeimtc dieer, 
Had ting'd the florid dicck, nor felt tbo blast 
Of cold constimption. With slow step ho ncal'd 
The cliff*, and walking to the shade, on mc 
Bent a soft look, that pitied while it awed." 

In anotlicrpart of " Providence,*' he detcribet^ibl 
cy in a strain of equally elevated poetry. 

" Her keenly-plerclng eye 
GlancM o'er the scene, tliat lighten'd as she came 
With hasty step, and shook her dassling wings 
That sparkled in the sun : a wavy robe 
Mantled her bosom, sweeping m she trod 
In loose hixuriancc, and tlic Zi'phyr sigh\l 
Soft through its swelling folds. Her right hand heli 
A globe, where nature's towering fabric rose 
A living picture ! All the scenes that glow 
Ciay-rcib'd and lovely, in some airy dream 
Where spring comes tri[)ping o'er the low green dali 
And strews its lap with flowers. The^e o'er the piec 
Profusely shone* Her left a magic nxl 
Sustain'd ; that, waving as she will'd, transformed 
Tim face of things, as wildly working tliought 
Caird tip diflcordant images, or, rul'd 
Hy reason, form'd them gradual, to conflrm 
Some truth, yet dubiotis to tli' inquiring mind. 






Among Dr. Ogilvie's minor poems, there U a vet 
pleasing and interesting one, called *' Solitude •/* tl 
b<>st work, [>crliRpii, as a whole, which he has prodocc 
The design of it is to give tlic reader an idea, hi 
short a compass as possible, of tlic character* mer 
and peculiar excellencies f>f the most eminent BriCi 
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pods. The mntiior has contrived, for this purpose, a 
sort of poetical Eljsium for their residence, uid eu- 
deaToured to vary the scenery of it, according to the 
manners of the difieient poets witii whom it is peo- 
pled. Some of these pictorial descriptions are sketched 
with great taste and discrimination. We have Chan - 
oer timing his pipe amid a rostic scene, where 

Bicfa, jet conliisM, tiie intermingling sprays 
Unooothly gay their umple flowers dbplay'd ; 

Nor here had fashion plann*d the wildering maae. 
Nor art*s soft tooch th* entangling shmbs obej'd. 

Bat o*er the whole, majestic nature strode 
Her form, disdainful of the mimic hand ; 

Tlie brightening wilderness before her glow'd. 
Behind, gay plenty doth'd the 'brokler^d land. 

A little hamlet in the midst appear*d. 
Where antique figures stood exposed to view ; 

Of r«..ogh materials was the structure reared. 
And round its walls the clasping ivy grew. 

Not far a laurePs spreading boughs were seen. 
Beneath whose umbrage sat a careless swain ; 

The Dryads tripping o*er the daisied green, 

And bleating flocks confessed his powerful strain. 

Shakespeare sits " in regal glory," on " a cliff which 
overhangs the main," and there, obsequious to Fancv's 



varying call. 



The fairy region, at the magic sound. 
Girt with the hanging wood or mouldering wail, 
Now bloomM a villa, or a desert frown'd. 
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And airy tenants o'er the dimpling itreAm 

Hung loose ; or high in aim, hfi effort bold, 
Sack'd hues ethereal from the dauling bemm. 

To tinge the violet's velvet coat with gold : 
Or spoil'd the citron of its rich perfume. 

Or caught the light-drop in the liquid air; 
Or from the wren's breast pick'd the little plome. 

To braid tlie tresses of the Naiad's hair. 

O'er all bright Ariel shone. His devious wing 
Now swept soft fragrance in the spicy gale ; 

Or, fluttering from the dewy lip of spring, 

Brusli'd ncctar'd balm, and showcr'd it o'er the 
dale. 

O'er the dim top a gloomy arbour bow'd, 
The bought dark-shadowing vcil'd the vaulted blue; 

But opening, fair bencatli, the vistoed wood 
Gave the gay climes that radiant bunt to view. 

Here Shakespeare sat. 

All these external descriptions, however, arc 
greatly surpassed by those passages in which the 
author depicts tlie subjects in which each poet de^ 
lighted. In the following sketch of Spenser, be has 
caught till' very spirit and sweetness of that divni^ 

author : 

** I mark'd a faury train 

Like clouds gay gleaming 'mid th' aerial blue ; 
In floating radiance o'er th' illumin'd plun, 

A glittering tribe, the light assembly flew. 
Wliere art with nature's rich luxuriance strove. 

Half prnnM, half rambling, rose the leafy sprays; 
A shepherd swam amid the gbomy grove 

Play'd, wihlly-sweet, his simple roundelays. 



.^^ 
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hardy kiiigUl lie totd, of fslry quern, 
Of iara wau, t>y weeping biook reuUn'd ; 
' wisBrd old, tliat apreiid }iu Jietfl unaeeti j 
OrdfniKcl fair, 10 wiuked «igh( reBign'd, 
capnhilei around liim liuag tlie shining tlirong, 
So sweellj- various flaw'd III' enchanting strain ; 
le Fay ihol ban hu laaret vreath alaag 

Wa rapt, and Urttch'd her eager arm in luin. 
ut till the awain's melodiom plaint was o'er, 

Ceas'd the iaj\, silent, t^mpathetlc tear ; 
le jijren'i warbling from the »ocb1 shore, 

Thrill'd with luch melling note* th'enia|itur'd car. 

Of Miltnn, it is beautifuJIy said— 
Awhile in convene high the angel gneat 

Held him; tlien iweeping o'er the sounding itrings, 
ich iliains he puurs, as 'mid the climes of lest 

Thrill the high audience »lien Urania sings," 

Tlie grandeur and univenalil; of Shdtespeare'* 
•tuuSf are represented by BOUie noble images : 

Graceful he mov'd, and ncann'd the waste of air. 

As bis strong arm Ih' avenging bolt could wield ; 
r calcli tlie tempest by (he ragged hair, 

Or bid an earthqualie whelm the blasted Ccld." 

Ossian, Dr.Ogiltie thinks equal to Shakespeare: 
otdislsnl far another bard was s^en, 
(Tht place um varied, but their height llitsame.) 

This opinion he defends in a note, uhidi does 
edit to his ingeniiousnesi. wbateier ma; be thought 
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of ita critical acumen. '< The author Is s 
aware, that by placing Ossian in so exalte 
tion, he will give oflfence to some very ci 
even to some good-natured readers, which 
he would please by any concession in IM 
The former will accuse him of presumption i 
of all poetical taste, for placing any Britis 
a level with Shakespeare, who has so loi 
justly maintained an undisputed pre-emin 
latter, of partiality to a poet, who (in con 
the absurd distinction which has prevaili 
Dritons for some time) must, in a peculiar 
deemed his countryman. To the first of 
would observe, tliat his intention in placi 
each other the two greatest natural geninse 
any age or country can boast, is not so 
represent them as equally excellent, as, by 
them in one view, to give the reader as jus 
as possible of their separate characters. Tli 
will in a great meastiro obviate the objecUo 
tiality, by which, in the present case, 1 
be sorry that any reader supposed him to 
atcd. He gives his own opinion of the 
Ossian, and is incapable of thb iilib 
))osscssion." 

The manner in which the son of Fingai 
duced is strikingly picturesque. 

Tlie power of musing to his thoughtful min( 
Had lent her eagle pinions. O'er the ma 

He hung : — The spirit of the hollow wind 
Wak'd on his harp the long-lamenting sti 



\ 



fell his hoary locks ; the fanning sit 
b^d through the Toner^le hain ; hiabead 
wn adotn'd ; hij swelling eheit was bare i 
I Ifttabs iiie warrloi's ronghcr valate clad. 

Dt o'enhadowing djmm'd his pieccing sight, 
r fell his vigoroiii form the wast? of lime ; 
ill and ardeni as the sgns of light, 
the rude beech, beloolt'd, bclrod sublioiE. 

i author, at the close of the poem, aubjuios no 
Bling note, in which he mouma the neglect 
most of the pD«ts, whom lie celebrates, ui- 
Loerl from their conntrjmeQp " Lei us Dot, 
'er," he adds with great cBodout and good 

' events altugether to ingratitude, or even to the 
asle of a luds and unditlinguishing people- 
reflection will suggest oth(^r, oud perhaps juster 
I, from which these efi'ectB may be traced. The 
i which form an accomplished writer, and those 
qualify a man for lisiug Id life, are in tliem- 
esscntiall; different, and are very seldom 
1 in any one person. Indeed, it is scarcely 
le, that this union can lake place unless ia 
incammon and particular instances. The moit 
Iters ia formed in solitude ^ the man of the 
in society. It is evident, that before these can 
iperly blended, an a£lutnt fortune must concur 
Dative genius, and with a disposition suited to 
a moderate use both of solitude and society, 
e tiiese advantages do not meet together, the 
if letters becomes proud, sullen, reseived, frDin 
.t8.] 
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tlic inward consciousness of superior merit, joined 
with litUe experience of life ur manncrt ; and thus 
the disagreeable companion effaceth the impiesiioii 
which is made by tlie writer. Diffidence and mo- 
desty, which are likewise Uic attendants of geninii 
however amiable in themselves, are yet, by no means, 
calculated to render their possessor opulent They 
are shades, indeed, which heighten the graces of me* 
rit to tlie discerning ; but they are shades likewise, 
which conceal it from tlie giddy and superficial. If 
wc add to these causes, the envy which eminence, in 
any profession, naturally excites, we sliall account, 
al least in a groat measun.*, for the narrow and con- 
tracted circumstances in which men of genius are 
permitted to live." 

'i'lic quotations which have been made from Dr. 
Ogilvie's works, have, it is hoped, sufficed to shew 
that he was indeed a man of great, though unhappilj^- 
directed, talents. Had he been fortunate enough to 
have hit on some subject of striking interest, ii would 
not now have been necessary to select passages from 
the immense body of his works, in testimony of his 
claims upon the applause of the world. 

Dr. Ogilvie was one of the few Scotsmen of whom 
Dr. Johnson entertained a favorable opinion. The 
sanctity of the character of Ogilvie, the religious ten- 
dency of his writings, in some measure abated the 
fierce antipathy with which the great English critic 
regarded the nation whose literary efforts have raised 
them to so high a rank in the intellectual history of 
mankind. It was to Dr. Ogilvie that the unreason- 
able Johnson uttered the sarcasm relative to Scotch 
prospects. When in London, Ogilvie one day, in 
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/i ci>mpAQ^, obaervcd, ia jpeakiDg of giiuui 
thil Scotland had i great many wild pros- 
" Yes, sir," said Johnson, ■' I belie»e you 
great manj. Nut«aj, too, baj nohl» wild 
ts, and Lapland is nmsriuible for prodigious 
il[| prospect!. Bnt, sir, let me Ifll jon, Ihe 
prospect which a Scotsman ever sees, is ibe 
al Ihat leads him (o LondoD." •' ! admil," 
Ogilvie, " Ihal the last prospect is a rcry 
r ; bat 1 deny Iliat il is oi mild as an; of 
L' h»e eDumenttec)." 
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JAMES MACPHERSON. 



Mr. Macpherson, so celebrated for hii share in Uw 
production of the reputed poems oi 
bom at Kingussie, in the coantj of 
in the year 1738. He was the son of a mpect- 
able, but not affluent, farmer. After feodvioi 
the necessary elementary education, be was entered 
of the King's College, Aberdeen, in the seanon or 
term of 1751-52. When he had studied about two 
years at this university, an act was passed, adding 
two months to the length of its annoai terms. The 
increased expense attending such a protracted ab- 
sence from their homes, induced all the poorer stu- 
dents to remove to the Marischal College, where the 
term continued of the usual duration. Of this nna- 
ber was Macpherson. 

As a student, Macpherson was not disdngnisbed 
beyond liis fellows, except for a love of poetical 
idling, in preference to abstruse study. He is blamed 
for diverting the attention of the younger students 
from their more serious pursiuts, by his humorous and 
doggiel rhymes. 

In 1758, when as yet but in his twentieth ycnr^ he 
published a heroic poem in six cantos, cidJed tftt 
Highlander* It presented the indications of m 
but uncultivated genius. The author himself 
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little pleaiEd witji it, tiiat he is said la luive mdes- 
ToorPd 10 withdraw il from cirenlatioa ; bwl great «- 
eoioa could scsreelj ha«e beat necefsarj losupprcsB 
what DO person inquired afler. Il has uevei, it ia 

Macphprson had been destined for the church, hut 
he does not appear lo have ener isken ordera. For 
 short lime, he taught a school at Ruthven, in Ba- 
lienocfa, whence he reiaoved to be prirale lolor in 
the hmily of Mr. Graham, of Balgowan. 

In 1760, he surprised the world vitb the pnbiica- 
lion of " FrogiDenls of Aoiient Foctrj, eolleelcd in 
the Higblandi of Scotland, and truulaled from the 
Gaelic or Etje language." The itvldity with wlueh 
ibese eeetningly long-neglected remaioi of s rude 
, and remote period were aooght after and examined, 
t*A9 only to be equalled bjr the delight which reiden 
of taste eiperieuced, in dixcovering in them a vein 
of poetry whicb would have done honour tu the moit 
polished periods of the national history. Mr. Giaj, 
Mr. Horhe, Dr. Bluir, and many other competent 
judges, were loud In their praiaes. As these " Frag- 
menlj" were represented In bo only specimens of a 
larger body of poelrv, of a btmilar description, which 
was dispersed over Uie Highlands, il was eagerly pro- 
posed lo Macphcrson lo uiidtrtate a mission, lo trace 
ODt and preserve every thing else of Ibe kind eilant. 
Hacpbtison entered willingly into the scheme, and 
a haodsonie snin of money b^g nibicribed among 
hia friends and admirers to defray the attendant ei- 
prjues, be gave up bis uhuttion in Mr. Grabam of 
Balgowan's, and set off a Klic-hnating thioDgh ttie 
Highlands. 
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The success of \m researclics, m reported bv hin- 
self, exceeded all antici|>ation. He dia cw cre d <we 
complete (ilpic |>oeiii of six books, called, " FHigil ;** 
and another as complete of eight books, called, "Te- 
raora/* both composeil by " Ossian, the ton of Rb> 
gal.** A translation of the former he published ia I76f » 
and of the latter in 1763 ; and so extensive was tbeir 
sale, that he is said to have cleared by them no Vtm 
than ^\,iOO. 

The authenticity of these poems was at first befter- 
ed by many in its fullest extent, even by men of h%li 
character in the litt*rary world. Dr. Blair, in particular, 
was so persuaded of the truth of Macpliersoo*a state* 
ment, tliat he wrote an elaborate Dissertation to prove 
theautiquily, and ilIu^tra(c the beauties, of the poemi* 
There were others, however, of equal reputation for 
critical acumen, who could not be persuaded of the 
possibility of picking up complete Epics in this way, 
among the traditional literature of a country ; aisd who, 
besides, from the style of the poems themselvea, opealy 
pronounced them to be forgeries. Some few a|pdb, 
who doubteil, hut were willing to believe, wid among 
Uiese, Mr. Daviil Hume, put the question upon a wry 
simple issue :^— Shew us the original poems, from which 
you say tliese translations ha\T been made ; and tell 
us how they have l>een thus wonderfully preaerred 
during so many centuries. 

Nothing could have l>een fairer than this appeal ; 
but Mr. Macpherson, from motives of which all reason- 
able men could form but one opinion, haughtily re- 
fused to give the public any satisfaction on the anb- 
ject. Dr. Blair, however, who felt his critical charac- 
ter cndangi'rrd by thb silence, exerted himself to pro- 
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cme at seooiid-liaiid a variety of testimoides in fayoor 
of the anthenticflj of the poems. He pablished 
eleven letters from gentlemen and clergymen of res- 
pectability in the Highlands, all tending to prove that, 
in 1763, there were living in the Highlands and Ishmds 
of Scotland, several penons, who either possessed an- 
dent Gaelic manuscripts />r could recite long passages 
finom traditionary Gaelic poems, which agreed in their 
snbject,and often in thdr composition, with those pub- 
lidied in English by Macpnerson. Still the public 
were not satisfied. All this was but secondaiy evidence, 
in m case where, if tiie pretext set up by Maepherson 
were true, the most direct evidence was to be had. 
Where, it was again asked, are the ori^nal poems 
tiiemaelves? 

The question continued in this unsettied state, when 
in 1764, Mr. Maepherson received an invitation to aC' 
company Governor Johnston to Fensacola, as his se- 
oetary. Shortiy after his arrival in America, however, 
he disagreed with his employer, and immediately re- 
turned home, paying a visit in his way to sevend of 
the West India Islands, and the North American Colo- 
nies. 

He now resumed his literary pursuits, and produced 
" An Introduction to the History of Great Britain 
and Scotland," a work which, he says, " he was indu- 
ced to proceed in by the sole motive of private amuse- 
ment ;" and which, hemighthave added, was calculat- 
ed only to amuse others. As a piece of history, 
nothing could be less authentic or instructive ; it was 
a dream throughout, at variance with the best autho- 
rities and with the most obvious probabilities. It has 
accordingly long ceased to be of the least 'weight in his- 
tory, and only deserves remembrance for the elegance 
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uf its style, and the fine fancy which pervsdef it Hm 
description whicii he gives of the Pluvdise of the 
ancient British Nations, breathes all the fire of aone 
of the finest passages of Ossian.; and, as it maj sene 
at once to shew the literary character of the work, 
and its value as matter of history, may merit quota- 
tion. 

*' The ancient inhabitants of Britain," be says, 
" tu enjoy the felicity of a future state, ascended not 
into hcavf^n with the Christians, nor dived under the 
ocean witli the poets of Greece and Rome. Theb' 
Flath-Innis, a noble Island, lay surroonded with 
tempest in the ^vestern ocean. Their bretiircn on the 
continent, at an early period, placed the seats of the 
blessed in Britain ; but the Britons theraselvjca, as we 
shall have occasion to shew, removed their Fortunate 
Island very far to the west of their country." • • • • 
*' The Scottish hards, witli their compositions in vene, 
conveyed to posterity some poetical romances ia 
prose. One of those tales which tradition has broaght 
down to our times, relates to the Paradise of the Cel- 
tic nations. The following extract will contribntp to 
illustrate the detached information, which the writeii 
of Greece and Rome have transmitted firom antiqiuty, 
concerning the Fortunate Islands. 

" III former days, (says the bard,) there lived in 
Skerr, a magician of high renown. The blast of wind 
waited for his commands at the gate ; he rode the 
tempest, and the troubled wave offered itself as a jA- 
low for his repose. His eye followed the sun by day, 
his thoughts travelled from star to star in the season 
of night. He thirsted after things unseen. He 
sighed over the nanow circle which surrounded lui 
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I. Hr oflen sat in silence benetlh the «iund of 
poita, tnd he blamed the cuelea billows Uial 
id bei»een him and Ihe green ijie of Ihe wesU 
One dtj, u Ihe mngician of Slinr Ml Ibougbtful 
a  rcxi.  alarm arose from the tea : A cloud 
3 whose squally skirts Ihe founing walen com- 
led, nubed aaddeulj into the bay, and from ita 

. bent to the wind, and hong round nith an hon- 
I mniing oars. Bui it was deslitnle of marinen ; 

•6 the aged magician. He hrard a Toire, though 
\w no homsn form. ' Aiise, behold the boat of 
leroa, — arise^ and see the green isle of tiio»e who 
! passed awsj.' 

He fell i^lnnge force on his Ijmhs^ he saw no per- 

but he moved lo the boat. The wind immediato- 
Jumged. In the boscMt of tlie cloud be suled 
f, fCTcn days gleamed fainllj muiid luni» seven 
ill added Iheir gloom to his daibwss. Hii emn 
r stonned with shrill viHCei. Tbe dull manaar of 
ja paraed him on eitber side. He alepl not, but 
-yes were not heavy ; be ate doI, but be wu not 
^. On the dghlh day, the wiiet iwelled iato 
ntaJtis. the boat was rocked violestly from side to 
Tbe daikness Ihickened uoDDd him, wben a 
isand voices at once cried oat, " Tbe Isle," " Tbe 
!" The Wllowi opened wide before him, (becalm 

of tbe departed rasbed In li^t on bii eyes. 

It was not B lipbt that dazated, but a pure, placid, 
diitinguishmg light, whicb called forth every ob- 

to viev in their moat perfect form. Tbe iile 
id large before him, like a pleaaing dieam of tbe 
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soul ; where distance Imdes not on tKe nght ; 
netraess fatigues not the eje. It had ila genti 
ing hills of green, nor did they wbollj wan 
clouds : but tlie clouds were bright and tnns 
and each involved in its bosom the sotuce of a i 
a beauteous stream, which, wandering down ttM 
was like the faint notes of the half-touched 1 
the distant ear. The valliei were open and 
the ocean ; trees loaded with leaves, which s 
waved to the light breeie, were scattered on tli 
declintics and rising grounds. The mde wind 
ed not on the mountain, no storm took its 
through tlie sky. All was calm and bright; t 
sun of autumn shone from his blue sky on tiu 
He hastened not to the west for repose, nor 
seen lo rise from the cast He sits in his heig 
looks obliquely on the Noble Isle. In each 
is its slow moving stream. The pure water 
over the banks, yet abstain Arom the fields 
showers disturb them not, nor are they lesse 
tlic heat of the sun. On the rising hills are tl 
of the departed — the high -roofed dwellings of 
roes of old." 

Thu» far, says Mr. Macpherson, is the tal 
thy of translation. Incoherent fables luccc 
description, and the employments of the 
in their Fortunate Island, differs in no respec 
the amusements of the most uncultivated inhi 
of a mountainous country. The bodies with 
the bard clothes his departed heroes, haTi 
grace, and are more active, than those thej left 
them in this world ; and he describes, with f 
elegance, the beauty of the women. After 
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tiaMent 'mum of the BoUerisle, the magiciaD oiSktgt 
setaoied honw in the Mine miiicateua inaiiiier in 
wludi ha bad been canied across the ocean. Bat 
thong^ in hia mind, be comprehended his absepoe in 
suEteen dajs» be found every thing changed at bis ve- 
.tniB. No trace of bis haUtation remained ; be Inew 
not the fiice of anj man. Ue was even forced, sajs 
An tale, to malLe inquiry coofieniing himself; and 
tnwiitioa had scarcely canied down bis name to the 
g w era ti o n, who then possessed the island of Sfcerr. 
Two complete centuries bad passed away sinoe his 
departnn ; so imp««eptible was the flight of tine in 
the feUcity of the Celtic Paiadise. 
- The departed, according to the tale, retained, in the 
midst of their happiness, a warm affection (br their 
oonntry and living friends. They sometimes visited 
tfie fiist ; and by the latter, as the bard expresses it, 
they were transiently seen in the hour of pedl, and 
especially on the near approach of death. It was 
dien,that at mid-night, the death-devoted, to use the 
words of the tale, were suddenly awakened by a 
strange knocking at their gates ; it was then that they 
heard the indistinct voice of their departed friends, 
calling them away to the noble Isle. " A sudden 
joy," contiuues the author of the tale, " rushed in upon 
their minds, and that pleasing melancholy which 
looks forward to happiness, in a dbtant land." It 
is worthy of being remarked, that though those who 
died a natural death, were not excluded from the Celtic 
Faradise, the more pleasant diversions of the Flath-Inn- 
is or the noble Isle, rendered the Celtic Nations care- 
less about a transitory life, which must terminate in 
happiness. They threw away with indifference, the 
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burden, when it galled them, and becmme . ii 
measure independent of fcfftune in her wont e 
They met dcatli in the field with deration and 
mind ; they louglit after him with eagemeMi wl 
pressed with disease, or worn out with age* 
same cause, and not to a want of docility of < 
tion and temper, we ought to ascribe their sm 
grcss in the arts of ciTil life, before the Phs 
and Greeks, with their commerce, and the ] 
with their arms, introduced a taste for luiury i 
regions of tlie west and north* 

In 1773, Mr. Macpherson produced a trai 
of the Iliad of Homer, into the same sort of 
prose as his poems of Ossian. Men of taite 
pears from his preface, had long solicited hin 
dertake tlie work ; and there were not wanting 
duals, who, now tliat it was completed, pronoi 
to be one of the first productions of the age. 
pomp and magnificence of his diction,** we ¥^f 
«« conveyed witliout dimmution the dignity of 
thor, and tlie smootlmess of his periods plai 
power and elegance of tlie English language in 
favorable point of view than it had hitherto aj 
in.'' It is certain, however, that such waa 
opinion either of tlie mass of good judges, oi 
public at large ; from the former of whom it n 
with ridicule, for the bad taste in which it w 
ceived ; and from the latter, with the neglect i 
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ainoug the HighlaDdt^rs ; but Clic informatian he ob- 
tahied onlj lenried to conlinn the pte-eonqeived no- 
ticjns of Johosun, who, always prejudiced against 
ScotsiDED and Scottish iilnalnie, had CDodeiuaed 
MscphersoD, sJmost without eumination, ai a literary 
impostor. In his Narrative of the Tuui, speaking of 
these poems, he says, " I Ijclieve they ntfrereiisted 
in any other form than that which we have seen. The 
editor or aathni never could ihew the oiigioal ; nor 
can it be shenn by any other. To revenge reaionable 
inciednliiy, by refusing evidence, is  degree of inio- 
lence with which tJie world iinal yet acquainted, and 
■tobbom audacity ii the laat refuge of guilt. It would 
be easy to shew it, if he had il ; but whence conid it 
be had? It is loo long to be remembered, and (lielan- 
guape iiad formerly nothing written. He has doubl- 

and may have translated aome wandering ballads, if 
any can be found ; and die names and some of the 
imageg being recollected, make an inaccurate auditor 
imagine, by the help of Caledonian bigotry, that he 
baa formerly heard the whole." Agun : '^Ihaveyet 
gnpposed no imposture butin the publisher ^ yetlam 
far from certain that some translations have not been 
lately qiade, lh«t may now be oblmded aa parta of 
the original wnA. Credulity, on one part, is a strong 
temptation to deceit on tbe other, especially to deceit 
of whicli no personal injury is the conaeqaence, and 
which flatlers the author with hia own ingenuity. The 
,..„ 3.) 
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Scot! Iiavc aoraelhing to plead for their easy icc e p ti o B 
of an iniprobablc fiction : they are ndoced by tbeb 
fonduets fur Uicir supposed ancestors. A Scotchmaa 
must be a sturdy moralist, who does not love Scotland 
(>et(or than truUi : he will always loTe it better than 
inquiry ; and if falsehood flatters his Tanity, will not 
bi* vi*ry diligent to detect it. Neither ought the Eig- 
lish U) lie much influenced by Scotch authority ; te 
of the past and present state of the whole fine nttkm, 
I he Luwlauders are at least as ignoiaot m ouraehrn. 
To be ignorant is painful, but it is daagerona to quet 
uur uneasiness by the delusive opiate of hasty pemuh 
bion." These obsen'atiuns, which, it most be allowed, 
Macpherson had amply provoked, by his contempt of 
tlic " reasonable incredulity" entertained by the poblie, 
and which, with all tlieir severity, nungled no small 
degree of tmtli, gave so much offence to Macpbewon, 
that he wrote a letter to Dr. Johnson, tiireatsnfaig hnn 
with fM'rsonnl chastisement. Thu absurd proceeding 
produced from Dr. Johnson the following sevem an- 
swer : 

"Mr. James Macpherson, 

'* I received your foolish and impudent letter. 
Any violence offered to me I shall do my best to nptA ; 
and what I cannot do for myself, the law shall do tot 
me. I hope I shall never be deterred from deteeting 
what I think a cheat, by the menaces of a mffian. 

*' What would you have me retract ? 1 thought your 
book an imposture ; I tlunk it an imposture stUL fbr 
this opinion 1 have given my reasons to tfie public; 
which I here dare you to refiite. Your rage I defy. 
Your abilities, since your Homer, are not so fomidn- 
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ble ; and what I hear of your morals, inclines me to 
pay regard, not to what joa shall say, but to what 
you shall prove. You may print this if yon will. 

S. J." 

Maq>herson was recalled to reason by this manly 
defiance. He made no attempt to carry his threats 
into execution ; nor does he appear to have taken any 
farther notice of Johnson, if we except some embel- 
liAraents, which he is said to have furnished to the 
answer to the Tour to the Hebrides, which appeared 
in 1779 from the pen of Mr. MacnicoL It appears 
timt the manuscript of this answer was sent to Mac- 
pJbersoa at London for publication ; and Macnicd 
used to say, that most of the scurrilous passages, in 
which the answer abounds, were int^polated after it 
went into Macpherson's hands. 

Mr. Macpherson now directed his attention to the 
composition of a " History of Crreat Britain, from the 
Restoration to the Accession of the House of Hanover/' 
which he produced in 1775, in two vols. 4to. In the 
conrse of this work, he found it necessary to give quite 
a new complexion to many important transactions of 
this period, and to the characters of most of the emi- 
nent men concerned in them ; but aware how much 
the apocryphal character of his pen must have indis- 
posed the public to credit any more of his discoveries, 
he took the prudent step of publishing, at the same 
time, the proofs upon which he had proceeded, in two 
quarto volumes, under tlie title of *' Original Papers, 
containing the Secret History of Great Britain, from 
the Restoration to the Accession of the House of Ha- 
nover ; to which are prefixed, Extracts from the Life 

p 2 
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of James II., as written by lumselE'' llieae pspni - 
were chiefly collected by Mr. Carte. 

This history had one great fanlt, if it maj ao be 
called, with which no person expected to have bees 
able to reproach the aathor of " the IntrodactiDii''— 
it was too true. It deprived the history of our f^ 
rioas revolution of much of that lustre and beauty 
in which it had stood hitherto arrayed; and proved, 
that in that, as in all great turns of national a£fain, 
much of base selfishness and intrigne were combiiied 
with genuine patriotism and benevolence. 

The Whigs, whose credit as a party is bo nixed 
up with the events of the revolution, were much initated 
at the light thus tibrown on its sacred histoiy, and 
observed no bounds in their censure of the anther. 
The volumes of ** Original Papers," however, Ibnned 
such a panoply of evidence, as all their vitapeiation 
could not demolish ; nor were the worid nnamuaed to 
observe, that the same individual who had b^ove 
professed such disdun of original documents now 
triumphed on the strength of them. Were tbey 
to blame for again concluding, that had it been in the 
power of Mr. Macpherson to produce the original 
poems from which he had professed to make lus 
translations, he would have done so ? 

The political tact displayed in this history appean 
to have recommended Mr. Macpherson to the notice 
of Government, by whom he was employed to. com- 
bat the arguments of the revolted Americans for In- 
dependence. He wrote a pamphlet for this purpose, 
which was published in 1776, and circulated witk 
much industry, intituled, " The Rights of Grmi* 
Britain asserted against the claims of the Coloniea,. 
being an answer to the Declaration of the Oencnl 
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Congress." Under the same auspices he also com- 
posed ** A short History of the Opposition during the 
last Session of Parliament, 1779," which attracted a 
good deal of notice, and was, on account of the 
splendid elegance of its style, very generally ascribed 
to Mr. Gibbon. 

As a reward for these services, Mr. Macpherson 
was appointed agent for the Nabob of Arcot, and in 
this capacity exerted hb talents in several appeals to 
the public, in behalf of that unfortunate prince. — 
Among other productions, he wrote the " Letters from 
Mohammed AH Chan, Nabob of Arcot, to the Court 
of Directors ; to which is annexed, a state of Facts 
relative to Tanjore, with an appendix of Original 
Papers," published in 1777 ; and he is generally sup- 
posed to have been the author of a fragment of a work 
which appeared in 1779, under the title of " The 
History and Management of the East India Company, 
from its origin in 1660, to the present times : vol. 1 , 
containing the a£fairs of the Camatic ; in which the 
rights of the Nabob are explained, and the injustice 
of the Company proved." 

In 1780, Mr. Macpherson who was now, by his 
own genius and industry, in very opulent circum- 
stances, and had acquired a name of considerable 
weight in the political world, was brought into Par- 
liament for the borough of Camelford. He was re- 
elected for the same place in 1784 and 1790 ; but it 
dt)es not appear that, during the whole of his Parlia- 
mentary career, he ever was a speaker. 

It had always been the secret wish of Macpherson 's 
heart, to return and enjoy the otium cum dignitate on 
his native soil, and in 1789 an opportunity occuned 

p 3 
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of gratify ing this national and pecnliiirly Soottiih 
feeling, in its fuil(>«t extent. The ntate of Rets, 
situated in the parish in which be was bom, was Ibc 
sale : he became the purchaser ; changed the name 
frciin Hetz to Belvillc, and having erected upon it a 
splendid mansion, commanding a very fomnntic and 
picturi*sque view, retired thither to spend the le- 
niainder of his da^s. 

Mr. Macpherson was now unhappily, however, in 
a very declining state of health, and did not long en- 
joy the pleasure of this dignified retirement He 
di<>d at I^lvill**, on the 17th February, 1796. Mn. 
Grant, in her J getters from tlie Mountains, gives the 
following ultere.^tin^ particulars of his death.'* finding 
SOUK* inward hymjHoms of his approaching dissolution, 
he sent for a consultation, the result of which airiTed 
the day after his confinement. He was perfectJy sen- 
sible and collected, yet refused to take any thing pre- 
scribed to him to the last ; and that on this prindplp, 
tliat his time was come, and it did not avail. He felt 
the approaches of death, and hoped no relief from 
medicine, though his life was not such as one shouM 
like to look back on, at that awful period : indeed, 
whose is ? It pleased the Almighty to render his last 
scene most afTtfcting and exemplary. From the nd- 
iMitt! he was confined, till a very little before he ez- 
])ired, he never ceased imploring the divine meicy* in 
the most earnest and pathetic manner : — people abont 
him were overawed and melted by the fervour and 
bitterness of his f>enitence : he frequently and eani- 
estly entreated tlic prayers of good serious people, 
of the lower class, who were admitted. He was a very 
good naturcd man, and now that he liad got all his 
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of interest and ambttkn ftJfilfed, he seemed 
to lelect and grow domestic ; and siiewed, of iate» a 
great incBnation to be an indulgent landJoid, andveiy 
Gbeial to the poor, of whidi I could relate Tarioos in- 
stances, more tender and interesting than flashy or 
ostentations. His heart and temper were originally 
good: httrelig^OQSjRindpleswere,Iiear,mifiiedaiid 
flnctnadng ; bvlthe primary canse that so modi ge- 
nius, taste, benevoknoe, and prosperity, did not pro- 
duce or di£fuse more happiness, was hb fiving n 
stranger to tiie comfiirts of domestic life, from which 
unhappy connexions exdnded lum." 

By his will, dated in June, 1799, after distributing 
among his.relative8 and friends property to n large 
amount, he bequeathed ^000 to Mr. John Mac- 
kense, of Fig-tree-court in the Temple, to defray the 
expense of printing and jnMithing Oman in the origi- 
mml ; directed ji'300 to be laid out in erecting a mo- 
nument to his memory, in some ccmspicuoos ritoation 
at BelriUe ; and ordered that his body should be 
carried from Scotland, and interred in Westminster 
Abbey. His remains were, accordingly, brought 
from die place where he died, and interred in Poet's- 
comer. 

Immediately after Macpherson's decease, the High- 
land Society of Scotland, with the view of bringing to 
a termination, if possible, the still undecided con- 
troTcrsy, as to the authenticity of the poems as- 
cribed by him to Ossian, appointed a Committee of 
their number, to institute a regular inquiry into the 
subject. 

In the time of nominating this committee, the so- 
ciety were peculiarly fortunate. Dr. Blair, Professor 
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Ferguson, Dr. Carlyle, and Mr. John Home, 
cipal ad^sers and promoters of the originiU pi 
of Macpherson, and many other gentlemen i 
tability who had been mtimatelj acquair 
Macpherson, and had either assisted him 
searches, or witnessed the prosecution of hii 
king, were then living ; and the immediate d 
of the last of the Caledonian bards remain* 
his testimony as to the manner in which Mi 
had become possessed of an antient Gaelic m 
which was said to have supplied him with j 
of his materials. 

While the committee were proceeding ^ 
labours, a powerful antagonist of the antiqui 
poems started up in the person of Mr. 
Laing, who, at the end of his History of 
published in 1800, gave an elaborate disse 
their merits. He contended, that the works 
by Macpherson contuned several false and 
allusions to the History of Britun during i 
tion to the Romans ; that the manners of t 
landers, as described in these poems, difft 
ingly from those which are represented by 
who treat of the same period, and in partii 
the manners depicted in Ossian are much mc 
than those which appeared in the Hi^L 
period considerably later; that these coi 
betray many palpable imitations of the C 
Koman classics, of the Scriptures, and of othe 
and, therefore, could not have been pro 
Ossian, who must have been unacquunted ' 
sources ; that all the traditionary poems hit 
covered in the Highlands refer to the mh 
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mmpi^liending the nindi and tenth cenluriei; thnt 
no Gaelic iDBDUscript, u jet fuund, U older than llic 
Efleenlh centary ; Uint the poems Bscribed to Osaian 
neu-l; resemble, ID their stjie nod modes of eipression, 
tlie Highlander, fonnerly published b; Macpfaenoa 
B3 his onn compoiiliau, uid that it is mote thim pro- 
bable, that the Erse manuscripis produced by ATic- 
phenon nere translations of his onn pieces from tlie 
English, &c. 

The objections of Mr. Liing met with two lealoui 
leipondents in Mr. Archibald M'Danaid of Liverpool 
and the Rev. Dr. Grabain of Aberibjle, the former of 
whom publiihed "loine of Oijian's leajer poems ren- 
dered Into retae, «ith a Fieliminar; Discourse, in 
auwei to Mr. Laing'a Critical and Historical Diuci- 
U6aa on the Antiquity of Oitian's Foems ;" and the 
Uttei " An Esiay on the Authenticity of the Poemi 
of Oiuan, in nblch the objections of Malcolm 
Itang, Ev). are particuUrl; considered and refuted ; 
to which is added, An Essay on the Mythology of 
Otnan's Poems, by Professor Richnnjaon of Glasgoir 
College." 

The public judgement, howerei, still remained sos- 
pended until, in 1810, tlie Report of the Comniiltee 
of the Highland Society made its appeaiance. II 
»™ drawn np by Mr. Msckonzie, the chsinuan of the 
cominitlee, and was well calculated to leconeile even 
the mofll opposing opinions on the subject. After 
detailing the course of inquiry which the committee 
lAd pursued, and referring to a copious appendii of 
documents, Ihcj thus state what they conceive and 
"hat posterity will probably agree with them in con- 
•idering to have been the real state of the case. 



t f Ifction Mr. M. obtained in the fonu of whi 

i ^ivrn to the \rurld. The poems and fragnien 

1  the coniniiitce has been able to presenre, conti 

Uie substance, and sometimes almost the li 
pression, the ip$imma verim, of passages gives 
Alacphenon in the poems of whidi he has p 
translations, but the committee has not been 
obtain any one poem, the same in title and lei 
the poems published bj him. It is inclined tn 
that he was in use to supply chasms, and to g 
nection by inserting passages which be did i 
and to add what he conceived to be dignity 
licacy to the original composition, by striking 
sages, by softening incidents, by refining 
gnage ; in short, by changing what he coi 
as too simple or too rude for a modem ear, i 
vating what in his opinion was below the stai 
good poetry. To what degree, however, he e 
those liberties, it is impossible for the oomn 



POET8.-*^MMES MACPHBRSONk 167 

and exceiicat In its place, afforded him an opportunity 
oi potting together what might fairly enough be cal- 
led an original whole ; of much more beauty and 
with much fewer blemishes than the committee be- 
Keyes it now possible for any person or combination 
of persons to obtain." 

It will be observed, that the committee say, that 
they have " not been able to obtain any one poem the 
same in title and tenor toith the poems published ;" and 
this, notwithstanding the originals left by Mr. Macpher- 
son for publication. The fact is, that the latter had 
no character of authenticity, and that they fully justi- 
fied the suspicion so long entertained by the public, 
that Mr. Macpherson was all but the sole author of 
ttie poems which he ascribed to Ossian. Agreeably 
to the will of Mr. Macpherson, these pretended ori- 
ginals were published in a very splendid form, ac- 
companied by two dissertations, one by Sir John Sin- 
clair, and the other by Dr. Macarthur, besides a 
translation by the latter of an Italian dissertation on 
the Ossianic Controversy, written by the Abb6 Ce- 
sarotti, who had translated the poems of Ossian into 
Italian ; but both Editors appear to have fallen into a 
mistake as to the object which was to be served by 
the publication. They have laboured hard to keep 
up the old fiction that Macpherson was a mere trans- 
lator ; whereas Macpherson's own design in directing 
this publication, was doubtless to put an end to this 
fiction ; and to inform posterity to whom their gra- 
titude is truly due for the poems of Ossian. 

Macpherson*s character, it is true, loses something 
in point of moral rectitude and sincerity by this re- 
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suit ; but it gains in originalitjr of geniusy what ifvill «■ 
•gc hence make his obstinacy of pretenoe as a tnasp 
iator forgotten. 

J. £. 



CH.4RLES SALMON. 



Cbablis SaIiUon is a name, wtiich ma; be pro- 
nonnced in niani; a pcwtic ciicJe without eicilhig  
tingle recullecdon ; yel il: was the naioe of one wboia 
Fergman not only toved aa a. friend, bul owned u 
uo unworthy ritsl, in hU court to the Musbb. like 
Ferguson, ke was euty lost to the world ; but, leu 
happy in bis poeticsl fortunes, the memorials wbidi 
lie left of bis genius have, with a few erceplions, been 
eilher lost through the casualties uf pilvale pusaession, 
or remsin diipcrsed and neglected among some of 
the many fleeling reponlories tu which (be effratoni 
of youthful genius are w often irrecorerably con- 

The patticulats, which the writer of the present 
imperfect attempt at some notice of Salntoo'i life, 
is able to communicate respecting him, are few, but 
inteiestiog. They were connnuniuated to him by 
tue who knew Salmon well, and esteemed because 
be knew him. 

Charles Salmon was a natirc of Edinburgh, and 
ii supposed to have been bom between the years 
1715 and 1760. His parents filled some inferior 
nnploymeat about the theatre, during the manage- 
ncnt of Mr. Digges ; but though in humble circum- 
itances, they appear to have giren tlieir son a good 
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education. He evinced always a saperior 
composition, and was fond of quoCBig ihelorical niJai 
Fie was bred to the business of a pifatBr, in the houe 
of the celebrated Waiter Ruddiman ; and in Bmkfi- 
man's Weel^lj Magadne, he made his fint juvenile 
attempts in rhyme, unknown, it  believnd»to bb 
cmplujer. 

A love of social pleasures and of poetry, gp too 
commonly together. Sahnon became, at an evly 
ai^e, tlie boon companion of moat of the fine spirits 
of his own rank in life, and of a rank a little above it 
in Edinburgh, and few were the clnbs of good Id- 
lows, of which he was not a member. He snag an 
excellent song, and yielded to few in convenatloael 
talent, delighting his associates by his vivacity, good 
humour, and occasional fits of ardent cnthoaaHB. 
Among tlie most valued friends he acquired, was Hu- 
bert Ferguson the poet He inherited from hb paw nil 
a strong attachment to the cause of the F t e lei hr, 
whose name, indeed, he shared with a brother, called 
Stewart Salmon ; and this devotion to a '^yrMi 
cause gave an air of romance to his character, vrindi 
did not lessen the interest it inspired. A dab ftiU 
subsisted in Edinburgh, called the Royal Oak Chkt 
composed wholly of professed Jacobiln, and of Ifaii 
society Salmon became poet^lanreate. In tUi capa* 
city, he composed a song, called " The Bojal Oak 
Tree," which became a standard £avorite vrith the 
club, and was sung on all their great occanaH. Tkm 
following copy of the words is taken from an ob aia aia 
collection of Jacobite songs, published by Robert- 
son, of the HorM Wynd, Edinburgh ; in wUch, 
ever, it appears without the name of the antfaoi; 
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THE ROYAL OAK TREE. 
Tmbb.— 2S« Mulberrg Tret. 
Irne Jons af Scoda, lagcther unite, 
1 jield all jouT BCnaea to joy and delighl ; 
D mirth iU full scope, (linl Ihe nations may see 
honour oat atandoid, the great rojal tree. 
All ihallyittd te IheRnj/^ Oak Tra; 
Bend ta this, 
Majatic Ttu, 
Cliurjvi inu We viho ml in thtt. 
And llaa, Ulic bin, Ikrice lumin;r'il dwUl JH. 

en our gieal sov'reigu, Chulea, naa tiriv'n liuni 

fail Ihione, 
J Ju'd scucecall thekiagdoDi oiiubjeclshisawD, 
Fendril, the miller, It the llllt of his hlood, 
I the King of cur Isle, in the King of tho Wood . 

All shall yield, ^r. 

aminer, in winter, in pence, or in war, 
acknonledged, mtb freedoio, b; each British lu, 
t the oak ot all ships cnn best sluven us froni harm ; 
t keep out the foe, and best ride out the itomi. 
AU ikall yield, Ifc. 

gard'ners and Borists of foreign plants bout, 
I cull the poor trifles of each distant eoait ; 
re's none of them all, from a shrub to a tree, 
ever compare, great Oak Royal, with thee. 
AUihall yield, ifc. 

ilmon is also supposed to have uritteii, about 
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this time, a song, which he was fond of singiiii 
ginning. 

On a bank of flowers, on a summer's day, 

Where lads and lasses met ; 
On the meadow green, each maiden gay. 

Was by her true love set : 
Dick fill'd his glass, drank to hb lass. 
And CJharIes*s health around did pass. 

Huzza they cr\)*d, and a* reply*d, 

" The Lord restore our king" 

Salmon, at last, found himself immersed in a < 
of life to which the finances of a journeyman i 
were wholly unequal ; and in conjunction wit 
George Fulton, another journeyman printer, ( 
wards distinguished as a teacher in Edinburgli 
came to the prudent resolution of quitting EdinI 
A printing concern had been commenced by 
Jackson, at Dumfries, the first of the kind estal 
in that place, and thither Salmon and Fultor 
their steps, in the hopes of obtaining employ 
In this tliey were not disappointed ; they wen 
immediately engaged. 

For Salmon, this change was productive of n* 
its anticipated good. He had neither the dl8p< 
nor the fortitude to resist the fascinations of sc 
and his poetic and convivial talents soon made i 
quaintance as much cultivated in Dumfries, at 
been in Edinburgh. He found that he hac 
changed a large circle of dissipation for a sma 
which tlie syren pleasure held him mott < 
witliin her grasp. The society in which he her 
cd was of a better description, in point of lank 
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ul of Edinburgh, but in other respiicu it wai & great 
«aI norH:. Habit] of drinkiog and idling pmulFd 
I this period ainung llie joung men of Sunifries, to 
n eileni aoeqaBlled perbapi in bdj otbcr town in 
coUand. The lurrowneu of Salmon's financea com- 
«llfd him ta partake with aome reaene in their liba- 
iODs ; yet occuiont woulil occut, when, ■buidoniug 
imsi'lf to the impolie of the moment, he would Tie 
<ith thrni in their worst eicea»«, 

Among tbe friends nbom he had left at Edinburgh, 
iirre vu none bis teparation from whom be aiun re- 
Tdted Ihan Robert Ferguson ; and it would seem 
iBl the rrgaid bad been mutual. Salmon had not 
een long at Dumfries when he was surprised one af- 
•niDon b; tbe sight of his ulil friend bursting in upon 
iui, ntlitol in a lig)it walking dreu, and covered all 
ver with dust Ferguson had walked all Ibe way 
Dm Edinburgh to see him. 

At tbe suggestion of some of tLe more prudent of 

1 gaj compaoioBS, Salmon Ijsued proposals fi'r pub- 

ling a collection of hia poetical clfusions, under the 

deat tide of, " Poems by a Printer." From the 

(brtunei which afterwards befel him, tl^ collection 

;r Mir tbe light ; but there is reason (o belieie 

he had accumulated a sufficient number of poems 

tTc formed a very respectable volume. Several 

;m had appeared in Ruddiman's Magaiine and 

e Dumfries Weekly Magazine, estabilsbed by 

acksoD, on a similar plan, and ma; perbipa still 

red. Tbe friend, to whom tbe writer of this me- 
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and Splendid Shilling, as parts of his iotettdcd pabG- 
cation. The subject of the former w«s '* AmM Bsflbit,** 
and of tlie latter, ** Tiie Threadbare GoaL** TImm 
were also a variety of occasional |Neces» addresMd lo 
the friends with whom he associated, uicliidiBg ioaie 
names which would have Touched for tho Rgpud m 
which, tliough poor and humble, Chariie SftlmnB was 
held b^' individuals of the first respectability* 

Whatever prospects of poetical renown Sf^lT»n» mmy 
have formeil, one night of fatal dissipation cune and 
destn>yed them all. In a iit of intoxicatioB, he feU 
into the company of a recruiting seijeant, and die saow 
friend who had la>t scon him with a white codutde 
in a paper cap, working a press to the song of **The 
crown is Charlie's right, is it no ? is it no ?**saw hun 
next moniing enlisted under the black cockade, or, as 
Salmon was wont with other Jacobites to call it. the 
curse of God. Poor Salmon ! When asked bj one of 
his friends how he could have been so misled, he an- 
swered, with a smile at his own simplicitj, '* I Usted 
for a lieutenant." 

The regiment in which lie had enlbted was the Sen- 
forth Highlanders, and without waiting to excite what 
ho dreaded more than the bitterest reproach, tibe ooA- 
miseratlon of pretended friends, he hastened to join it 
In the memorable mutiny which some time aftenraids 
broke out in this regiment at Edinburgh, when thej 
seizeil possession of Arthur's Seat, and set the power of 
government at defiance, Salmon is said to been called 
upon, in consequence of his knowledge of 'R»gJi«fc 
and su()erior address, to take the management lior Ut 
comrades of the negociatit>n which ensued (or their 
return to duty. The regiment was ultimately embaiked 
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adu, and Salrdoi 


1 was lieard of no more. 


'UiemeriUof a 


writer of whose worts we know 


tire, it yiaulii be rash to rorm any coaclusive 


imeiit Tbe piei 


ces which haie happened to tur- 


bhc general fate < 




D3« whicb were 


leait entitled to have an; id- 


De OD the decisk 


)n. He appears to have been 




promised much, than who had 


xdmuch. The 


cleg; which is subjoined, and 


> hide best of hi 




iddimui's Maga 


^e, shews a fine tone of feel- 


ml ahoond. in p 




H^.«^((«.™ 


(he Abbey aurvh, Edmburgk. 



Froia (he maniianB of tbe great and ga;, 
tiere idle pleasure wastes her fleeting breath, 
this aad cell I'll take my lonel; way, , 
d view the havock made b; time and death. 



as I enter, let no swelling rage, 
thoughts impure, my penuve hoiom load, 
weet religion all the man engage ; 
this was once the aacred bouse of God. 



silent conlemplaCion spent her da;s, 

ik'd to eitacy the glowing strain, 

Ih grateful accents, to her Maker's praise. 
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No more shall youth and beauty grace this shrine 
Or pious sages to the portals throng ; 

No more the arch shall meet the voice diTine, 
Receive the sound, or echo back the song. 

5. 

The pride and glory of our country's fled. 
The great supporters of the nation's laws. 

The statesmen, heroes, and the kings are dead. 
Who fought thro' fields of blood in freedom's c 

6. 

Vast heaps of kindred here bestrew the ground, 
And skulls and coffins to ray view arise ; 

Here's friend and foe profusely scatter'd round. 
And here a jaw, and there a thigh-bone, lies. 

7. 

Perhaps this hand has, in some bloody fray, 
With lusty sinews grasp'd the flaming brand,. 

Fought thro' the dreadful carnage of the day. 
And drove Oppression from its native land. 

8. 

Yet fame and honour are but empty things. 
The fleeting sunshine of uncertain day ^ 

For statesmen, peasants, beggars, lords, and kin 
All fall alike to cruel Time a prey* 
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1\to' men, mere men, nia; iuiregBid«l rot. 
And buried in Uieit nali>e dust conaiune. 

Shall Scolliuid'i gient commander be fargol, 
And moulder, unregcetled, in Uie lomb ? 



Will na hind bard ia grateful numben stng 
Tlir mlghl; wondeis i>C each hero's anu'. 

WUl no kind friond prolect a cUj-cold king, 

CdUccI bis hones, and keep them safe from hum ? 



rddwell 3rilh nptniE on tbe glow! 

Roll tbe amoDlh tide of harmodj aloi 

Till eebo undalalc applause again. 



When night's daik eortaiD hid the beama of da; 

From these sad eyes, mj soul should baniih sleep ; 
Again I'd raise the ijmfiBlbetic lay, 

And teach the sullen monument to weep. 



Ye sons of Scotland ! tho' joa cannol ruse 
VodT long-lost numarch from the silent bier. 

Their deeds are worthy of the highest praise. 
And urople giatilnde demaoda a tear. 
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14. 

For joo they bore the faolchion and the shield, 
For you ead) piercing winter blast they stood. 

For you they struggled in the hostile field. 
For you they withered fai their crinaota blood. 

15. 

Let no base slander on their mem'iy iail. 
Nor malice of their little faults complun ; 

They were such men, as, UJce them aU bt aU, 
We ihall not look upon their like egttin, 

16. 

Here lies the partner of the hero*s bed, 
Whose every feature wore nnequall'd grace : 

Can Love's soft murmurs rabe this deatbHftrack he*. 
Or take the pale complexion from the fiioe ? 

ir. 

Go then, ye (air I exert your utmost skill. 
Employ each art to keep your beauty htt ; 

Try each perfume, US9 paint, do what yo« wiU, 
Of this sad colour you must be at last* 

18. 

Ah, me 1 how melancholy seem these walls. 
To earth returning with a quick decay ! 

Take heed, O Man 1 for, as each atom falls. 
So wastes thy little spark of life away. 



O thou, my Hml, fcom wurldiy fieri By, 
And follow Innocence vrh«e'er she Miayi ; 

^ witb whtt VBW SB honcnt niau cnn ilir, 
Nana but Ibe wicked wish for lui^ii o( riajs. 
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ALEXANDER HUME. 



The Reforraation in religion, though favorable to the 
genenU derclopcment of the natioual intellect, was 
esbcmely inauspicious to the Scottish muse. The 
Homan Catholic clergy, with the sysloiuatic design 
of averting enquiry into their doctrines or practices, 
bad given peculiar encouragement to every sort of 
mental exercise, which, by occui)ying tlic imagina- 
tions of tlic people, miglit exclude the calmer work- 
ings of reason and reflection. They patronized ])la) s 
and m'lsqucs ; they recommended the reading of 
rumanccs in preference to all other works ; ami <ven 
uitliin thobc walls, sacred to dcvolion, were not 
axhanud to nianife>t. a fonder acquaintance \\\{h the 
Tales of Arthur and liis Knights of tiu- llciund 'J able, 
than with the works of tliat Divine ^la.-'ltr, \\\u)>c 
I'.MvT 1.] i; 
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mission of salvation it was their doty to promiilgliCF. 
Barclay y in liisi Ship of Fools, has thus distinctly 
marked oot these ungodly practices to refVobatiaB. 

The battayles done, pcrchaunce in small Britayne, 

In France or Flanders, or to the worlde's ende. 
Are told in the qnere, of some, in wordes myne. 

In midst of matins, instead of the Legende ; 

And otlier gladly to hear the same intrade. 
Much rather than the sen'ice for to heare ; 
The Rector Chori b made the messenger — 
And in the morning, when they come to the qiieie» 

The one beginneth a fable or a hbtrrie ; 
The other leaneth their eares it to heare. 

Taking it instead of the invitorie ; 

Some other taketh response in time and memory ; 
And all of fables or jestes of Robinhood, 
Or otlier trifles that scantly are so good ! 

In the same spirit, we find Hocclere, an author of 
the fourteenth and fiAeenth centuries, who although no 
priest, was a candidate f')r the honors of the priest- 
hood,* deliberately advising Sir John Oldcastle to 
desist from tlie study of " holy writ," and pcmse 
Lancelot de Lake, Vegece or the Siege of Troik 
oB Thebes ; or, if he be abaolutely determined to 
read the Bible, to confine his studies to Judicvm 



* " He whilom thought to have been a priest, but 
now is married, having long wuted for a benefioe*" 
Particulars of his history, as collected from his 
in Art Hoccllve. — Chalmen' Biog. DicL 
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tcCUn. JOBFl, JdDITH. PtBlLTPOHBMA. Uld 

kf jcuABc, " than whicli." he adds, 

" Moie SQlhcotic shall Ihoufynde oonp 
Ne more pcrtinenl lo ihivBlric." 
Wad» of Rioiancf bang thus foslered by Oie 
:ietgy, and UgUj suited tieiides lu the likbits of  
udo and martial agE, tank aatnrall^ a ationg bold on 
jie muids of ibe people, and farmed tfacir olui^f 
louices of mental lecceHtJon for eeienil agea. Tibe 
Elefoimation, which broke dawn lo many old preju- 
liccs, did not, hoKeieE, spare Ibia amoag tbe num- 
lei. Ai Mabomel began hja miuinn bj pnncribing 
lie Peniin tomances, wbkh vae. pteiioody, the 
leligbt of the Aiabitn tdbes, so the Refimneni both 
jt Scotland and England, diitiagaished the cam- 
meneement of their rcli^ous warfare, bj bd initaitt 
pRHCiiptioa of the whole rsce of bbnloaiberoei and 
Ideal peiSDcagPS, whose eiploits it vmi the chief pio- 
cince of (lie aniient ballads and soags to hand duiin 
to potlerhj. 
Both eltldi elfs, and brownies ilayed. 
And green-gowo'd fairiei dannc'd and plaj'd, 
Wbea old John Knoi and other some 
Began to plott tlie bags of Home ; 
Tbej suddenly took to their heels. 
And did no more frequent these Gelds. 

L. Ramsey, i> bis " Practice of the Dinll," gltei 
the foremost place to the rdading of tbe stories of 

 " Cl^aod, Ueutenaut Colonel of the Caven)- 



}\ 



And much to blame are those of carnal brood 
Who l(»ath to taste of nitcllectiial food. 
Yet surfeit on old tales of llobin Hood, 
Of Frier's cowles, or of Saint Benet's hood, 
Of Patrik's broiles, or of St. George's laimce, 
Of Errant knights, or of the Fairy daunce ; 
But yee,'who arc bom of intellectual seed. 
Scorn your best part with honey 'd gall to fee 

Among the devices to which tlie reformed c 
had recourse, to counteract the pofJular attacl 
to their old ballads and songs, the first and les 
gcnuous was that of changing the applicatic 
them from carnal to spiritual matters, by mei 
various adroit substitutions and interpolations 
1,597, there appeared, at Edinburgh, " A Cor 
dious Book of Godlic and Spiritual Sangis anc 
latis," (generally attributed to an unknown aut 
the name of Weddcrbum,) the whole of whic 

nian regiment, who fell in the battle of Dankeld> 
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ge); ploii* (ravetliei of the prorBue tnllsd: and 
gs then most in Togne. The impreasioD ivhich 
reading of fhem |]ioiluce< ia like tliat deiiveil 
m all teriaus dUlotlione, less amusing tbcUi paioful. 
tbe following specimens, (he words in itslica di»- 
^isti the "godl;^ and tpiriiDal" devistioiu from 
i picbne tein. 

With honli] up, with hunlla up. 
It U now pcifitp day ; 
Jeiui oar king h gane an hunting, 
Quha likes to speed they laay, 

TheniadbtiHis cauld ; ftuioos and baJd, 
This laug and mouy a day ; 
Bui Cftria'i niCTric, tue mm aU die, 
Oikeep the ca!d ivind sway. 

Hey ! now the day dawis ; 
iVou CbriH on ui cami, 
Now weltta on DDT WBwia 



Nmd lh« mmj qfCcdringt, 
WhUk itlmg^aU lottgt, 
Kea Chri^ii ficclc Imgi, 
The nicht is Beere gone. 

Tell me now and in what wise. 

How that I suld my Igfe fotga, 

Baith day and night, ane dioujand sighs 

Thir lyroni waikeni me with war. 



(! 



llio pn^jciit f;iniil\ »»f Marchniont is lineall 
('(1. Hf \M> crii/mallv dc>tinoil for tlic 
accoplint: to tin* custom of that period, ] 
study of the law, for several years, at one 
^'ersities in France. His professional pro 
his return to Scotland, b thus related by 
an " Epistle to Maister Gilbert Montcrief 
to the King's M ajestie, wherein is set dow 
perience of the Author's Youth." 

Quhen that I bad employ'd my youth and 
Four years in France, and was retumM ag] 
I lang'd to learn and curious was to knaw 
The consuetudes, the custome, and the lai 
Qnhairby our native soil was guide aright, 
And justice done to everie kind of wight. 
To that effect, three yeares, or near that s] 
I haunted maist our highest pleading plac 
And senate, quhair great causes reason*d t 
Mv breast was bruisit with leaninson the 
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The pnir abusit ane iitwdredth diven wayes ; 
Poa^Mm'df differed -w^fii shifts and mere delayes, 
Consmnit in godes, ourset with greif and paine ; 
Your advocate maun be refiresht with gaine. 
Or else he fails to speake or to invent 
Ane g;nde defence or weightie argument. 
Ye " s|h1I yonr caase/' ye " troable him too sair," 
Unless his band anointed be with mair. 

Disgusted with the bar, Mr. Hume sought prefer- 
ment at court, but met with no success. 

to the court I shortly me addrest. 



Believing well to chuse it foif the best ; 
But firom the rocks of Cyclades, from hand 
I struck into Charybdis' sinking sand. 

He afterwards candidly confesses : ' 

I little gain deserved, and less I gat. 

Some matrimonial speculation appears to have 
next crossed his wayward fancy. 

True Damon's part to play, I would me bind. 
But Pythia as kind, yet I could never find. 

He, at last, resolved to seek in the bosom of the 
church for that comfort which he had wasted his 
youth in pursuing elsewhere ; and, entering into or- 
ders, was appointed rector or minister of Logi^" in 
Fifeshire, the names of ecclesiastical offices then 
floating between prelacy and presbytery. 

^It, Hiune appears to have determined on this 
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change of life, less from worldly motives, 
an awakened sense of the importance ol 
truth, and a conviction of the superiority o 
pel calling over all others. He soon ga 
proof both of his zeal and his ability, by fii 
tion of that collection of poems which hai 
for him a niche in the Temple of Fame 
entitled " Hymnes or Sacred Songs; 10 
right use of poetry may be espied; whei 
added, the Experience of the Author's Y 
certain precepts serving to the practice of 
tion." The wurk was dedicated to " the £b 
vertuous Lady Elizabeth Melvil/' whom h( 
a successful cultivator of sacred poetry.* 

In an address to the Scottish youth, whi 
this dedication, the author thus piously de 
false direction which he conceived the poc 
of the country had hitherto taken. — " I 
courts, in the houses of great menn, and 1 



* This lady is by courtesy generally st^ 
Culross. She published " Ane Godlye Dr 
pylit in Scottish meter, by M (rs) M (elvil 
woman in Culross." Edin. 1603, 4to. A s 
edition gives her name in full, — " A God 
by Elizabeth Melviil, Lady Cnlros, yoo] 
the request of a special friend. Aberd 
printed by £. Raban, Laird of Letters, 16 
The woriL was long popular among the Sc( 
byterians. Armstrong relates, in his Essa; 
recollected having heard it sung by the pei 
plaintive air. 
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'bkit of jon^ genticiDen uid yovg dAmcsda, tbA 
duel pafitjine is to aing prafajne s^tmeis utd mum 
bftlUlit of JoTC, or to rehears sont falki]Ii>« ttita of 
' lUoKiiBe, Amadis, or uth« aurh Ij'ke leretKS, and 
ndie u dlher bave the airle oi «uii pnticke, of 
Ibtee tbcjr niiul dieir thcoueJirs canniag fuUmmU 
, of the dbwlole ethakke poets, bolbe in phiase tad 
■ubalaace, or ebe the; nl be had in no lepnlaiiDcc. 
Abu! forpiiie! b thii Ibe richt uae of a Chriiliiuie'i 
•^ml ?"— " Some tinic." he addi, " I delij^lited in 
SBcb fmlu« mjaelf, aflec Ihc iiuutner of notoiu 
joong mni ; and had not Ihe LonJ in hi* mcicy 
palird me aback and mougbt a great repenUnce in 
ne. I had doubtless run forward and emplajed my 
dme and study in Ihal ptufene and nnprofiuble ei- 
^erCBe, to mj own perdition*" He then proceeds to 
. msDB wiHi bb leaden as to (he pouibilit; of aacicd 
, hbliwy famiihiog a snSrienc; iif suitable iiKideDIi 
lot poetrv. " Wonid Ihou pntreal." hp siyt,  of 
p.,^i.^.;,„;. mlr^rl,.- - ro..V ih" hookf "f ti".i-ii»or 

and apostles. Would Ihou hacc a subject of valiant 
deed* of aivu ^ Read tbe books of Joaua and the 
JodgH, and of the Kings of Israel and Jndah. 
Wonld Ihou bate store of -lie leniences P Read Ihe 
IVoTcrbs and EcclesUstes. Would thou haie a sub- 
ject of loce ^ Look. Ihe Song of Songs ; tbe love 
bclwiil Christ and his CbDrch. Would thou rejoice 
a lament — praise or dispraise— conifott or threaten — 
pfay or use imprecatioa? Imitate the old Hebrev, 

Daiid, ia bis psalms, as a patlein of all heavenly 

po«y." 
The aim of Mr. Hume'< own poems, howerer, is 



• » i . aionc, wiiiiout Having recourse to eimer 

f ; fahio, and without touching on the " naugh' 

of fleschiv and unlawful love," on which 1 
that poetic genius should ever be emploj 
uimecessarj, at this time of day, to ente 
question, how far he was correct in tlus i 
narrowing the limits of poetry, wluch.withoc 
romance, would be like beauty plucked of 
but it roust be allowed, that, in as fSu as hi 
tended to invite the cultivators of poetiy to 
miliar acquaintance with the beauties <rf a 
ture, as well as to a more habitual refer 
" nature to nature's God," it was an effort 
able to the good taste as to the piety of t 
Nor was the cxperirocnt without the recomi 
of a very singular degree of success. The 
of these sacred poems, entitled, by the ani 
Day Estivall," is altogether an extraordinai 
tion for the age in which it was produced. ] 
the picture of a summer's day from the di 
twilight ; painted with a fidelity to natur 
ness of coloring, and a tasteful selection < 
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O pecfilelighl! qohilk «hBid n-nny. 
The duknesa (torn the Jjgfal, 



Thj glarie, «hen the daj forth fiiu, 

Mur 'vinelj dois ippear ; 
Noi at midday ullta Dur eyet 

The jhiniag ^qd is clean 

TTie aiiSioi then pioceeJs "ith bii dpscriplion, 
hieh u diiided ibio fout paria — the liann, nioniing, 
od-da;, and cieiung. The iJKnD i> Ihu^ tweetly in' 

The sbaddow oC ihe earth Bnoii 

lUiDDOfes and drawci by ; 
Siiie in the ea*!, when it is gou, 

Appeaies a flearcr iky. 

Qahilk sane percnTfs the little UAs, 

Hie lapwing, and Ibe sa jpe ; 
And tunes tlwir sang), like nature's clarka, 

Ou'r meadow, mmc, and strjp, 

Hie dejcriptjon of morning presents aome equallj 
leuing pajsages ; the conclusion particulaitj invites 
notation, on account of the free use which a cele- 
lated poet, of a later period, has made of one of 



Thai eierie crj and call 
The hills and dales, and forest (ail. 
Again repeat them all. 
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The riven frah, the eaUor 

Our rockt can taflli$ rm ; 
The water cUare, Uke ac^ttaU 

An* tnaki a pleatan* diiu 

The fields and earthly superficc 
With verdure green is spread. 

And naturallie, but artifice 
In party colours clad. 

Tlu*. flourishes and fragrant flowres 
Through Phcebus' fostering lieat, 

Jlefrcsht witli dew and silver showers, 
Caj4t up an odour sweit 

The clogged busy humming bees, 
That never think to drown. 

On flowers and flourishes of trees 
Collect Uieir liquor brown. 

No onr can doubt, that Ramsay had the sec* 
tlit'M' v<>rs('s before liiui, when he wrote of Hi 
How. 

lictween twa birks, out o^er a I'UtU Un, 
The water fa* Bf and maks a tingan din ; 
A pool brcast-decp beneatli, as clear as gla 
Kisses witli easy whirls tlic bordering grasi 

It is lingular, that bchig so well acquainte« 
tills poem, Ilamsay did not include it in his *' 
green." It had certainly a justcr claim to si 
that title, tlian one half of the pieces which 
eluded. 
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iolcTFating t™tj of Ihe populu habits at die period 
Kben the autbot arete, which would seem to indicale 
B stale of comfort. vMtly 6iip«tior to any thing wn 
know of in out ovm liines. The sun ha, icKhod ib 
xenith. 


Nocht guided be na Phaeton, 
Noi chained in a cbyte ; 

Hot by the high and holy one, 
Whilk does allwbere inipire ; 


The labourers that liuielj raise. 

All -earie, faint, and «eake, 
For faeat, lianie to dieii liouses gaes, 

Noonc meate and Uccpe to lake. 1 



Some plucks the bonie plum, and peare. 

The cheirie and Ihe pesche ; 
Some likes Ihe reamand Londoa beaie 

The bodie to letiresb. 

V/iae aod oil and " London Beet"* are rare Ihing; 

* The tradition in England is. that there was no 
malt liquoi known by the appellation of beer, as dis- 
tinguished from the ancient liquor called ale, till the 
reign of Henry Vlll. But had this been the case. 
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to bo fuund among the comfortf of 8coldib labowen 
two centuries ago ; and one cannot hdp lospectiag 
that the rcrerend author, notwitlutandfaig hit fyi- 
tomatic exclusion of fiction, matt, in this Instance, 
have slightly availed himself of the poetical preroga- 
tive. I Ic probably ascribed to the people in common, 
luxuries which belonged only to the higher oiden. 

The return of animation and activity with Che cooi 
of the evening is tlius spiritedly delineated. 

Furtli fairis the flocks to seek thdr fade 

On everie hill and plune. 
Ilk labourer as he thinks gudc 

Steppes to his tumc againc. 

'Hie rayons of the sun wo sec 

JJiniinish in their strength ; 
The Hchade of everie tower and tree 

Extended is in length. 

Great is the calme, for everie quhair 

Tlie wind is sitten downe. 
The reik thraws right up in the air. 

From everie tower and towne* 



*' Ix>ndon Be'-r'* could scarcely have become an arti- 
cle of general use in Scotland wiUiin fifty yean after, 
when Hume wrote. The fact is, that beer was known 
in Kngland at a period much anterior to the reign of 
Henry the EighUi. In Rymer's Focdera, (Itth tome, 
p. 47 1 ) there is mention made of a licence from Henrj 
VII. in 1492, to a Fleming, for exporting fifty tons 
of ale, called " bcrc" or " beer." a. i. 
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Their firdonlag the bony birfs 






In bauks they do 

IVithpifk-ioftcidc; 

Hald up (he men 


begio, 

! th..joho 

!e din. 


herds 




The maveis und Iht 


! philomee 


n. 




Tlie flletling »his: 


tiles lowd. 


greou 




The cuschete on .he 


brsnche. 


Full quietly they 


crowd. 






Thel>,ilighf,or"gloamin,"M 


length 


closes llie 


The gloflmm comes 
Thesmi goesoul 

And painU'd is the 
With purpt.ur sai 


. tlie da; is ipeM, 
of sight. 

igumejiiight. ^ 





O I then it were a seemly sight, 

While all is sdll and caime, 
The praise of God to play and sing 

With comet and with ahalme. 
Bui now the herds wi' mony schout 

Call other be theit name, 
" tia Billie, turn our good about, 

Now time is to gae hame." 
Wi' belly fn the beasts belivc 

Aie turned fra the com, 
Quhilk soberly they hameward drite, 

Wi'pipe and lilting bom. 
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" Tlianks to the Gracious God of HeftYcn 

Quhilk sent this summer day." 

The poem altogether is of an extremelj pi 
cast Tlie author paints to the eye ; and w 
ease which shews him to have been a fond an 
gent observer of nature. At the same tiaie, it 
possible not to perceive marks of deficitncy i 
from the restraint which he had imposed on hi 
with respect to the class of subjects, worthy of 
in his opinion, included within the " right 
])(K'sy.** As if it were only in external natm 
tlic AJM.ighty hand is to be discovered, the afif 
of the heart have no place in his description 
while almost every other living being is dep 
woman alone is not once mentioned from the I 
ning to the end of the poem. How different 
jMilton sung of tlie morning ! 

" When the ploughman near at hand 
WhistJes o'er the furrow'd land. 
And the milk maid ^ngeth blithe. 
And the mower whets his scythe ; 
And every shepherd tellt hit tale 
Under the hawthorn in the dale," 

Who can be insensible to the charm which tl 
couplet throws over the whole of this passage ? 
the point will not admit of argument A " Sun 
Day" without " a tale under the hawthorn,*' is j 
contrary to nature, as a Winter*s day without i 
and a story by the fire-ude. 

Still, as already obsen-ed,Hume deserves piai 
setting even the limited example which he dk 
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gienlxr attrition to DBture llisa had befoK been ge- 
neral *ilh OUT pocU. His eiuiiple, it is tme, pro- 
duced no folloireri ; but (bat it to be iscribed pnrtij 
to Ibe neglect mto which the Scattiah laagae and 
Sroiliih poetry fell, on the removal of Jbidcm Uie Siilh 
la England, and partly to the civil and religious dis- 
urntiona which agitated tht counlrr, and "withered 
the laitreJs on the browa of her bards." 

Id every age vihich generoiu >pir*l9 bore, 

Ttip muse vTos cheriih'il, and had olrength to loat; 

Disinrb'cj bj civil luiuiilt, she withdrew, 

Fiom ntiei iar, and la; conoeal'd Trom view : 

So the bright passion Sower, in aunshine day) 

lla varied colour to the light display) ; 

Bui when the hiack'niog jud pours dovm aitDmi, 

Close folds its leaves, and liidei iu radiant form -, 

Nnr can the careful florist then behold 

ll3 purple lustre, and its beams of gold. 

Beside the " Hytnni or Sacred Songg," Mt. Hume 
vrote a poem, which has never been published, on the 
defeat of the Spanish Armada. It is entitled, " The 
Triumph of the Lord after Ibe maner of lueo," and 
delineates H Iriuniplial procession, similar to those of 
the ancient Romans, in which the spoils of the con- 
quered enemy are eihibited in soccesiion. The open- 
ing passage may suffice for a specimen. 

Bichlaathe prjnce of day bcginnes to spring. 
And larkes aloft melodiousllc to sing. 
Bring furlhe all kynde of instruraenlis of weir 
To gang befair, and mak ane nojce cleir ; 
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Gar tnimpetis soandc the awful battelis blast. 
On dreadful drummes gar stryke alaram fast; 
jSIak showting shalmes, and peircing phipheiis sh 
Clccne eleave the cloods, and pierce the hiest lull, 
Cau9 niichtelie tlie weirlie nottu breike. 
Or llieland pipes, Scottes and Hybemicke, 
Let heir tlie shraieks of deadlie cUricms, 
And syne let off ane volie of cannons. 

Leyden, who had an opportunity of seeing tl 
poem, says, that it shews considerable iiiTention, ( 
combination and arrangement only it is presumed 
and that tlie versification is vigorous and flowing. 

J. H. 
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JOHN BELLENDEN. 



wilh conjeclurw. He nas the »pd 
uf Thonas Bellenden, of Auctuooul, who wm diree- 

tax lu the chancery daripg (he minarUj of James the 
Fifth. The time and place uf hia hirlh arc unkooffn. 
Be i.^ supposed lo b>vp lecdved hia edocalion in 
France ; bul fir iin IicH,:t n^Ksoff than that hU 
works ar,' ■' T;. ■.; ■■■:■ :■■!. n, -.xi wiih worfs ofGal- 
lie dcrui:'. imni his worlj ougli! 

them, that in very early lile lie naa emplojed about 
the person of the young monarch- 

And fyrst occurril to my ramemhring. 
How that I wes in jerticc with the kjng, 
P»t lo his grace, tn ynVes Itndtreat, 
Clerk of hia Comptis. Fertat and Vyct. 

Bcllenden rose into great faior with the prince, 
and WB3 rewarded by the appointments of Archdeacon 
of Murray and Caaon of Rusa ; bul we learo from 
the same poetic authority just quoted, that he after- 
wards lost the employments which he held in the 
rojat household, through the envy of aome persons 
of greater intercsl. 



m 



J<) I.IVF.S OF FMINUNT SCOTSMEN. 

\i\v rii\y 1110 fniiii liiN itcrrice cast, 

IW tluiviii that liAtl till* court in govcming, 
Ail liird l>ot j)luim's in lierryt of her nest 

• 

.Uiiii*!«, lioufvor, retained his |)nsonal rrgaid for 
Ili'lliMKini, iiiiii so^t^illgan impression of hia Utcrarj 
tah'iit.H, an tit si- loot liiiii from all the learned mtm 
nhoiit his roiiri. to oxocuto a task which hia majeftj 
lind inuoh at honrt, niid which did honor to the tntpl' 
lip'iK-r mid |intrioiiHiii of so young a prince. The 
hi>iorv of SiMtland tiiid hocn oxcoUently written by 
Ilortor Hiioihiui, or lioi'co, but it was in the Lttia 
lnii>;uH^o, niid thus a voali'd liook to the glCAt mass 
dl' the Sidttisli |K'o|iK\ Jatnos, who was a friend to 
I ho sproiid of inroriimtion, though circumstances had 
fiiitiiiLih'il him iu ail opposition to the reformed rrli' 
^ioii, oiiiph)yod liolloudoii to translate it into the 
Scottish toiiguo, 

tho tnU? of uur ])rogenitouni 



Thoir groit nianhoid, wisthiini and hie honoun 
Quhuir wo iiihy oh'nr, an in a mirrour, see 
'V\iv. furioiiM cud Moiiitynios of tyninic; 

Soiutyin<*H thi- ghiir of pnidoiit govcmours. 
Ilk stal(> apprysit in thair facultio. 

Vertue and Vyee, 

The translation was completed and published u 
\h:\6, in folio. IWlloudiii intnxiuced into it twc 
pooius by himself, of considerable length ; the on 
rntitlod " Tho ]*ruhouio of tlic Cosmographie, 
(published iu tho ICvorgroon under the title of Vertr 
and Vyoe.) and tho other, « llie Probenie of tJ 
History ;'* at the end, tlioru is an " KpUtU dvrtekU 
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ye Tritialatoun la (/» Kinga Graet." lib majealy, 
pif aied with the pecfonnance, net! recommended to 
Bel Icoden's attention, s simiiar traiulalion of IJtj'h 
Roman bialoij } butwbcnhohadadTanced thclength 
of the first five book], circumstance interfeKd topic- 
Tent its complelion. Beltenden had abenn himself a 
sUenuoai oppoaer of the Refurmfttioii, and rather than 
remain to witaess iti triumpliB, he left thectnmtiy, 
and sought tefuge Bt Rome, wbeie he died, ai Demp- 
ster thmta (at pato) in 1550. 

Such is aJl tliat can, with ceitBJnty, be slated of 
Bellendcn'a personal history. Dempster aud otjiei 
writers say, lliat he hecame a doctor in his day ; and 
Mackenzie, «ith atill greater [iherality, confers an 
him the honor of knighthood ; there appears, how- 
ever, to be no authority for either aatumpUan. Bel' 
lenden himself daimi no liigher title either in his 
translation of Boece, 01 the fragmecl of thai of Livy. 
(ihe MS. uf which is preserved in the Advocstea' 
Ubary) Uun diat al plain " Maisler Jaba fialleu- 
den, Archdene of Murray." The doctorship is aaid 
moreover to have been of the Soiboane ; but Ihe as- 
sertion is played with in a manner which shews thai 
il is of no value. One writer tells ua, that on obtain- 
ing Ihe archdeacomy of Moray, " he perliaps opened 
his passage to tliis dignity, by taking the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity in the Sorbonne ;" and another, 
that " oa he took the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
in the Surbonne, it may be tappoud that he bad pur- 
sued a regular course of study in the university of 
Paris." The whole is evident^ mere conjecture. 

Beside Ibe works which have been mentioned, 
Bcllenden is add to have wiilten a Treatise DtLitera 



22 LIVES OF EMINENT 8COT8IIBII. 

Pjfthagora, and various otber prodnctiato wfaleh hgn 
fallen into oblivion. In the Hjadfoid M8S. in Ae 
Advocates' iibrar}^ there are two copies of an nnpob- 
]ishcd prolusion of Bellenden's on fhe Coiioq;»tioii of 
Christ ; and to the MS. translation of tiie ^:wc boob 
of Livy, there is prefixed a prologue of twenty stmas.* 

The translation of Bo^ is eiecated with gtctt 
freedom, and contains many emendatiotts and eo- 
largcmcnts of the original text. HolKnahedy who hu 
published an English version of it, has nsed the same 
freedom with Bellenden, which the latter did iddi 
Boecc, and has made several large interpolations and 
additions out of Major Lesley and Bochanan. Hol- 
linshcd, or, at least his co-operator, Fr. Thinne, has ftr- 
ther brought down the history to a mnch later period. 
" Fr. Thinne/' says the Bishop of Carlisle, «' is the 
chief author of the whole story, after the death of 
King James the First, and the only penman of it from 
Ihn to 1586." 

As a writer of original genius, Bellenden's poetical 
productions place him in a high rank. " He was nn- 
qucstionably," says Dr. Campbell, " a man of great 
parts, and one of the few poets his country liad to 
buast. As many of his works remain as folly prove 
this, inasmuch as they are disfingubhed by that noble 
entliusiasm which is the very soul of poetiy." 

Tlie " Prohcme of the Cosmography," or, as Allan 
Ramsay has not inappropriately designated it, " Ver- 



* llie latter has been lately published, by Leyden, 
in a note to his Introductory Dissertation to the Com- 
playnt of Scotland. a« 8« 
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and Vjce," is tba niDal pleasing of theee piaGea. 
lelnagi U the clua of Bllegarical tuiotu 90 comman 

the earlj ages of oui poetry. The Buttoi, tired 
h tbe " nrdent IbSduc" oF tnuislaljoii, fulls asleep, 
■n ht> fancj IranBporU him inlo the folliiwiag 
Biiog scene. 

ilethocht I wai into fl plesttod raemi. 

juliair Flora made tlie tcndec lliiims lo spcead 

Throw kiodlj dew, andhumduis nutrilive, 
^uheu golden Titaa with hii tiamea sae roid 
Ibove the teas upiaist hii glorious held, 

DefoDudlng down his lielt lesloiativc 

Tu every fruit Ibat nature made IdUtc, 
Whilk was afureinlo the winter ddd 

With stotmis cunld, and har-fnut pmcltive. 

A ulver founlain sprang with nater deir 
[nto that place, quhairl approchit neir; 

Quhnir I did sone apj a fellan reird 
Of courtly gallants in their gayest neir, 
Rejoicing them in soaaon of the zeir, 

As it bad heen of Mayis sweit da; the feird. 

Their gudelie haiings made me nocht affeird - 
Wilhlhemlsawa crownit king appear 

Willi tender downs arising an hij beird. 

rheir courtly gallants sett, and (heirinlenia 
To sing and play on divers instruments ; 

According lo this princis appetyte 
Xwa ladjis fair came pransand owre (he bents, 
Thair costly clacthing shev'd their mighty renlj ; 
Quhat liearfmicht wish, they wanted not a my le. 
The rubies shorn" upon Ihcir fingers qnhjl; 



Tfae two goddeMca proceed lo a 
df penouion lo iudocc the prince, 
thor evidenU; inlands his jonng K 
Fiflh.lo chuse one of Ibem " fot hi 



Aodti 



Bljesi 



ur uf yuulh melii 

With Doles sneit, and gang hieIoi 

Awnketh heir UDBng Ihe fiow 

Thou liu Dae gsDK, but in Ihj 

My heavenly bliss is so deliciooi 

AJI wealth in eard, hot it. aval 

Thii address preicnti lojiiitapic 
was in letiJ life, that to preserve pro 
" Delyle" must have h*eu hisclioii 
arerse to repmsest him as delibeiai 
ijte Id " Vertuc," especially after 
«ODt wliicft he putt into Virtae'i m 
leaves the delemunation to he gaean 

Phehus be this liis fjrie cart did 

Fiae Kialh lo west decljnand bii 

To dip his sleida into the wcsti 

Wiien ryaing damps oWessild hi 
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 fnoiable specinum of Uie authois powe 
Consideriog the state of the [iingnflge al the period al 

ridi and select, and a lone of feeliDg pretaJU, which 
has, indeed, much of that " nohle enthaaiasin" aacribei] 
to the author bj Di. Campbell. 

G. M M. 
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MARK ALEXANDER BOYD. 



Mark Alexander Bokd, an author of condderabk 
note among the Scottish Latin poets of the axteentl: 
c<'ntury, was the son of Robert Boyd, of Piokill, h 
Ayrshire. He was bom on the 13th of January, 
1563, and is snid to have come with teeth into the 
world. While yet a child, he lost his father, and 
came under the care of his uncle, James 33oyd, Ardi- 
bishop of Glasgow. As he grew up in years, he 
evinced a great aversion to study, and a dispositiim, 
restless, fiery, and ungovernable. Quarrelling with 
his ])rcceptors, he eloped to Edinburgh, in the hope 
of pushing his way at court, by the force of 
natural talont alone ; but it was not long till be dis- 
covered, that fate had made no exception in his favor, 
from the general necessity of toiling up the steeps of 
fame. All that he acquired in thb stage of his pro- 
gress, was the blockhead reputation of having fooght 
one dud, and been the hero of numberless broils. 
Still, however, averse to books, he resolved to follow 
the profession of arms ; and, furnished with a small 
stock of money, went over to France, with the inten- 
tion of entering into the service of that country. 
Shortly after his arrival, he lost all his money st 
dice ; and it would seem, that, with that, hisnuUtuy 
passion also passed away for the time. 

Ilis misfortunes at the gaming table brou^t on a 
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litof reSection, Hbich gave liirth to a vet; 
»IatiDn, a[ reaaming tbose studiea which 
younger yausr be bad so fooJisbJy foisaken 
»[n»ed. Al Putaj he sbidicd pbilosophjr w 
boise ; eloquence, wilh Pajseral ; 
Aid^ Geocbruid. AfWnvards, he went to the ttni- 
versi^ of Orleans, where Robertus midated bim into 
tho principleE of tbe civil Jaw ; but ia a abort time, 
he dewrled Robertiu for bis dtsI, Cujacius, of Baor- 
ge», the most celebrated cWilim of his time. With 
Cujaciuii, Bojd contrived to get into high faior. 
The old ptofrssor had an eiceeding admiration for 
the obioleie stjic of Ennius, and other Roman poela 
of the same sra ; and Bo jd, Rs a tribute of respect to 
diii good taste, wrote some piecEi iii imilalion of En- 
niiu, which iadn 



ed CnJBi 




fortbii 


lery ipeciea of niillBg ; tlial 


uretoB 


'rilB in a language and sljle 



13 hope, that the worthy profeuor did not, amldit 
his Bow of commeDdation, forget tbe means by 
vhich old £aDiu) was inspired to write as he did. 



To a young, and certainly not a wealthy student, a 
bottle of the professor's Falemian would have been an 
agreeable conipenution for the false direction which 
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Jk)iirm'> lu'iu^ \iiitod by the plague, Boyd took re- 
fugo at Lyons, and tlie same calamity having followed 
hini thitlior, he afterwards fled to Italy. He fomied 
here a familiar acquaintance with one Cornelias Va^ 
ru!», a Florentine ; to whom, as he used often to de« 
clare, he was more indebted in his literary paiBoits 
than to any other person in the world. If extrava- 
gant flattt>ry could be admitted to form part of the 
character of a useful Mentor, there would be no 
<Ioubt of Varus^s claim to the title. In some venes 
of his whicli are extant, he asserts, that his friend 
iioyd surpassi-d Buchanan, and all other British 
poets, in a greater degree than Virgil surpassed Ld- 
cri'tius, Catullus, and all other Roman poets! A fit 
of the ague compelled Boyd, after a short time, to 
hid adieu to Italy and his Varus, and to return to 
Lyon.s. 

The civil war breaking out in France, revived in the 
breast of Boyd, that military ardour which had 
brought him to tlie continent, but had till now been 
suflVred to remain dormant. He joined the army 
which came from Germany to tlic assistance of the 
Bourbons, but it was unfortunately destroyed before 
Ik; had an opportunity of gathering a single laurd. 
A shot in thr ankle, obtained in some bush fighting 
with the peasantry, was the only mark which he re- 
tained (if perils past. 

Boyd now retire<l to Thoulouse, and resumed the 
study of tiie civil law. The faction of the League, 
however, soon after obtained possession of this place ; 
and Boyd, for his short campaign in the royal cause, 
was thrown into [)rison. Through tliu intcrpoution of 
some learned friends, he was soon released ; went to 
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Boiudeaoz, wbich he did not like ; remoTed to Ro- 
chelle, whiefa he liked worse ; and, finally, settled in 
an agieeahfe mial retreat on the borders of Poictoa, 
where he gave up hb chief attention to the study of 
polite literatnre. 

ReaMmbiiaices of home would, however, often in- 
trude OB this retirement, and, at lengdi, produced a 
lesolutioo of retnming to Scotland. He arrived diere 
in safety, but did not long survive his return, dying 
of a slow fever in April, 1601„ at Finkill, the fimiily 
seat, in the 39th year of his age. 

The medts of Boyd are thus depicted by a con- 
tpmpoiaiy, whose manuscript fell into the hands of 
Sir Robort Sibbald. " In his person, he was tall and 
widl proportioned; he had a handsome, sprightly, 
and engaging countenance, and in his discourse, as- 
pect, voice, and gesture, Ihere was something singu- 
larly noble. He was polite, pleasant, acute, cour- 
teous, a ready speaker, and entirely ftee from envy 
and avarice. He could easily bear with the boasting 
of the ignorant, but he disliked the coarse and abu- 
sive manner of writing which prevailed among the 
learned of his time. He thought it unworthy of a 
Christian, in a literary contest, to throw out any 
thing which should hurt the reputation of an adver- 
sary. In injuries of an atrocious nature, he chose to 
do himself justice by having recourse to the laws of 
arms. Among the antients, Xenophon was his fa- 
vourite as a philosopher, Caesar as an historian, and 
Virgil as a poet. So admirably was he skilled in the 
Greek language, that he could write, dictate, and 
converse in it, with copiousness and elegance. He 
despised tiie centos then much in vogue, and said, 

d3 



I 
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ihat the authiir> of tlioni. however kamcd, wnedoll 
and icni)nint men. To an excellent graius, he jooed 
a happv im-murv and an admirable jodgeBieiit. So 
livelv and e\(cuMvc were his abilities, that heoonld 
<iirt.-ite to thnr «rribes in as many different langoi^ei 
ami ii|H>n ditrcriMi: subjects. Besides his Epistlesi 
after the manner of Ovid, and his Ilymiu, he wnle 
a variety <if Latin poems that never saw the light 
He \ia> the author t>f notes upon Pliny, and pablisbed 
an excellent little lHM>k, addressed to Lipaius, in de- 
fence itf Cardinal Bi^mbo and antient eloquence. 
He tran>lauil. likewise, Ctesar's Commentaries into 
Cireek, in the style of Herodotus, but would not per- 
mit hi» translation to l>e made public. He aftemanis 
applietl tu tlie cultivation of poetry in his nadie 
lanuiiai;*'* and attained to such excellence in it, thaf 
lir deserved to be place<l on a level with Petrarch aaf 
Uonsard. In all hi» rtun positions, he dis|>layed moi 
p'niiis than laiM>iir. So ^reat were the elevation ' 
his mini] and strength of his ambition, that he alva 
aimed at eiTater thinjs than he could atlMn, a 
hence he neglected <everal opportunities of be 
aiUantaueoiisly settled, ami UhI a wandering kinc 
life aliroaiidiirin>; fourteen vears." 

Then' is a good deal of the Vanis in this acco« 
but making every allowance for tlie partialit; 
friendship, wc must still recogiiize in it many a 
rable trait :« <if character, combined, however, 
Imbits which furnish some reason to Pinkerto 
sa\ ing, that Boyd was rather '* a rambling li' 
charlatan, than a man of genius." Among the i 
scripts which he left behind him, the following 
into Sir Richard Sibbald's pouession. " In I 
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ono Impciatoris Commcnla," 1501. - L' Elal du 
.ovRunie d'Eicoiw a present." " pDfiticiu, ad Jo- 
iacm AlHcHanum. Cuicellariam ScDtix." " Scrip- 
im de Juris Conmtto, ad FraaciKnm BRlduiouDi." 

PoeU ad Comdiara Varum, Floretitinum." " Poe- 
aU VsiU"«nd" Epiilote." The" E|h>Ii>Ie" and 
« " Hjmoi," (p«rt of the " pDemRla VMi>,")»rein- 
rltd is the " Dolide PoeWruin Scoloram.'' Of his 
uulation of Cxsar't Coiumentaries inla Greek, and 
e poenu in his natiie loogue, *hicU sic said to hase 
aced hbn " on a level nilh Pclraich and Ronsaid," 
eie appears to be no trace. We pcobabiy snSer lillle 
Mn the Hiinl of Ihc former; but tl is a malteiorreil 
gift, thai soch tepnled Ircasares as his Scollish poems 
oulil hare been lost to the laDgoage. The " Ei- 
llenl liltle booli," addressed In lipsins in defence 

Bembo, and anLicnlehxiacnce, is not known among 
e bibliomanUu of Ibis couDtiy ; bat ma; nrj 
:el; ■(ill jlumber od the shelies of some coDlinental 
KWies. Among the unpublished MSS., Di. Leyden 
kes notice of ooe on plaols, as " a nork of conu- 
rable elegance and poetical merit, which dcserrei 

be insened in any future edition of the " Delicie 
:>elaiuiD ScotoruiD." " This author," he adds, 
has combined the mjlholopcal history of plants 
ith their description, but seldom alludes to Iheir 
edical qualities. The titles of his poems are, 1. 
osa ; 9. Viola ; 3. Lilium ; 4. HyaciDthni ; 5. Pa- . 
iver; 6. Petilius; 7. Nardus ; 8. Tbymbra; 9. 
mum; 10. (Calendula ; 11. Iris; IS. Crocus.*" 



le Complaynt of Scotland." 
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It may be proper to remark, that the 
" Hymni," given by Boyd to one branch of 
ems, does not imply, as it may seem to do, ti 
are of a devotional nature. They are on ran 
jects, and none of them devotiimaL One of 
addressed to Patrick Sharpe, one of hb old pr 
at Glasgow, and in terms of a£fectLon and gi 
which form some atonemelnt for the refracta 
his youth. 

Te doce, si primum Pamassi comna vidi 
Ac Aganipps perfudi labra liquore, 
Non tantum voces, non triti carmen amici, 
Ncc tenuem ilorcm nee olentis brachia thy 
Accipito, banc animara, meqoe intra pictor 

A. 



NINIAN PAl-ERSON. 



MONO Ihp Staunch royaliats of ScotlBncl, jusl pre- 
ioui to Ihe rerolotion, Ninion Psterson, ministet of 
liberlon church, holds a pTomiDCnt sUttinn. He 
;jles liiiuself " Glasgncnsis," and ia supposed, with 
jmc appearance of prDbabililj, lo haie been a re!»- 
nn of John Pulerson, Bishop of GsllDivay, after- 
'airis Archbishop of Glasgow, la nbom he addrcsKd. 
iveral poems, in a colleclion, which be pubiiahed 
I ie7B, uoder the title of " Epigram matum libri 
do cum aliquot psalmonum paraplirasi poelica." 
Tie greater nombet nf these epigrams relate to mo- 
il 01 sciiptural subjecis, and have little of the epi- 
jrammadc chaiacleT bejond the name. Many of 
iieni derive an extrinsic interest from commemora- 
ing, among other remarkable contemporaries of the 

" Names once known, now dubious or forgot." 

In point of language, tJiej are superior to the ge- 
leral order of tramontane I^tinily, and shew fre- 
juentlj considerable ene^j Imth in thought and 
■ipression. At tlie end of the collection, there is 
ID English version of a Ijlin ode, by Florence Wil- 
ton, pulilijbed in his Treatise De TranqaiiitateAnima, 
The following stanza may serve as a specimen ; 
Mella absynthia non dabunt 
llva^ HOC tribuliis ; sic mala gaudia 
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Vita^ qui soquitur brem 

In fmctum petit ex arbofe non svuu 

Thus translated bv Patenon : 

As sure no honey from the wonnwood diops, 
Nor berries on tlie prickled thistle gjTOtrs ; 

So lie» who, from thb short life, pleasure hopt 
lie seeks tlie fruit that this tree never kmni 

During the troubles which agitated the latter 
of the n*igii of Charles the Second, Pateraon af 
to have thought, tliat his majesty followed ae 
of too indulgent a character, uid gave vent 
spleen in a si>rt of rhyming diary of hb opi 
which ho published in 1679, under the title of 
Fanatick Indulgence." Prefixed to it, there « 
Kpistle to James Duke of Albany, afterwards J 
U. ; and at the close, a Welcome to Ilis Royal '. 
ness, to Scotland. The duke, was a prince whos 
duct suited better tlian that of the easy Charles 
the parson of Liberton*s views of public policy 
we need not, tlierefon', be surprised to find hi 
claiming, 

All my desin*, threat sir, is, that I may 

Live, like an atom, in the radiant ray 

Of yi^ur life-giving heart and glorious Ught« 

Whose crisping spires may make me warm and h 





kit PATERSON. 
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ii, thU poen sUU coaxtl'i iavi- I, 
te hub chmten'd it a prophecy j 
.-nee, now onmsik'rl, itrina to bysl 
oha of Le;deo tj^iiul Antichrist, 
the TrojiiD liouie, vbcrein there lies 
: and '\'^auli, with new conspiraciei i 

■be Scots npKi lo Eogluh caiaauin 




I. The BDthoi thas rates the king foi hU al- 


nttotbe ODlLmgl; 


■rirtoc of " tame 


mercle." 


DOW my lojal sobjects looked for 
latcju^dajs, the tempests roar i 
our ejes, on ererj rising ware, 
ills in triamph, and pnsents a gnrc : 
ihf mijstof our dtspaireaand (em. 





: like Job's, these nineteene yetia pvf 
t distractions, and destructions t«iI: 



te ravom's public iojari? ; 

pitie spare, and lei the gangrene ipread, 

le bodie's wholly putri6ed ^ 

urgcoQ would do tbts, but be that') mad > 

jcl lo the good, who spares the bad ! 

son's English poetry is much inferior to 
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Latin ; and he did well, when bidding adieu to tl 
Muses hi the following lines, to return to the langua| 
in whicli he wuoed them witli most success. 

Sat musis nugisque datum, suspendo sacratis 
Jam Libertonse barbita routathoIis» 

Alusa, Vale ! quendam leximen dnlce laborum 
Posthac nee vutb solicitanda meis. 

The intolerant spirit manifested by PaUerson t| 
])ears to ha\'e provoked the ire of the puritanic. 
i>arty, by whom hb character has, more in the spii 
of revenge than of truth, been severely assailed. 1 
a work, entitled " An Answer to Scots Firesbyteria 
Eloquence displayed/' he is branded as a hypocrit 
In religion, and a profligate in manners ; but, if « 
mav ji)(lgc from his works, no calumny could I 
more unfounded. Ijis sientiments, though mingle 
with a great deal of prejudice and bad temper, ai 
in the main tliose of a man of piety and Tirtue. 

T. K. 



lA/M WILKIE. 



tH Winii; »aa tbe son of i lespectible 
in the pBiisli af DiJnieny, ia llic coonty nf 
;a« ; and boin on 0\e 5lb of Ocbiber, 1791. 
:C«iving a commoii scboot education, he wu 
tlic age of 14 to the univcrtil; ot£dinbarghi 

be tiad completed Va academical counc hi:i 
lied : lea-vmg tbe charge of tlie farm, and tlie 
ion of B niatlier and tliree usters, to devolve 
he young ulndmL From lbs near ricinagc of 
rgh, and Ibe lailf; of at&ndance peimitiGd by 
iges of Scotiisb nniverutles, be was howersr 
i both lo carry on the husincu of the faim, 
Dontinne Ilia collegiate appearances till he ob- 
Jic drgrco of licentiate in th« Scottish chureb. 
e yet a youth, IVilkie is said to have shewn 
ndicatioiis of poetic lalenL In the itatiitjcal 
: of llio pnrisli of Dalmeny, there is a copy 

indifferent i-erses On a Slwn, alleged to have 
illcn Ijy him when in his tenth year. Dr. Gleig, 
ife oT Wilkie wliich be has inserted in (be Sup- 
t * to (he Encyclo[>cdia Britannica, inclines to 
his as " a story fabricnied lo raiie the Scotlisii 
the same cm'tncnce »ith Pope, ithoH.' versilio- 
i allowed to have inilUted with success." He 
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does not doubt that Wilkie wrote these vem 

sonic part of his early life ; but he thinks it i 

blc that they were written so early as his tei 

because he " displays a notiont a confusei 

indeed, of the laws of electricity, which a 

his tenth year, and at a period when el 

was little understood, could nut have ac 

The propriety of this remark is strongly cc 

by an interesting fact, of which Dr. G. i 

tainly not aware, which at once accounts fo 

Wilkic's confused knowledge of electricity, a 

the period when he acquired it. The IVofi 

Natural Philosophy in the university of £di 

at tlie time when Wilkie went throng his aca 

course, was the celebrated Colin Maclauri 

among other mysteries of nature which he u 

to his students, none was more important, or a 

with mure remarkable circumstances, than tha 

phenomenon just alluded to. Mr. Maclaui 

two classes : a public class, to which all had 

and a private one, consisting of a select numbe 

students, of better parts and more inqubitiv< 

than ordinary, to whom he lectured on the 

parts of philosophy. At a meeting of the latt 

one evening, the Professor informed them that 

just received a letter from a learned friend of 

the continent ; containing, as he said, discov 

Natural Philosophy, which were of so extraoi 

and whimsical a nature, that he could give a 

ner of credit to. them ; and could only conclo 

the judgement of his worthy friend was failing, a 

he had communicated tlie reveries of an infected 

nation as discoveries in science. He then pi« 
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tbe letter, and rend, bow, that in tb« neighbour- 
hood of the place nlicrc the nriln lived, i( hu) been 
discoveietf, thai hj lumiag a glass globe quickly 
round upon its aiis, and si ti)e tame time robbing it 
upon certain substances, it was Ijeud lu cnukic and 
icentoemil apaiki! of fire ; thatif any person touched it 
al tbat lime be anfiered a iiolcnt sbucfe, and seenied 
to have received a blow upoa the wrists ; witZi many 
otber things to the same purpoie, which now rai^ 
among the most oidbary phenomena of electricity. 
Mr. Maclaurin observed, that though strongly per- 
caaded, diat Ibey were mere chimeras of imagination 
iniilead offsets, u his fiiend affirmed, yel aithc ope- 
latians of naliiie nets aomelimes very eitraordinary, 
and as he bad on every former occasion found hii 
tiieai a very sober sensible man, not ready la be 
inUled by false appearances, he would not reject as a 
fiction any thing wbich he liad asserted, till he had 
gi<en it a fnr (rial ; and aihe bad described in a rery 
particular manner the apparatus necessary for pro- 
ducing such singular effects, he wouldcause one of the 
nacbinestobeiDadeinaabort time, andrepeatlheeipc- 
riment. Tbis he accordingly did. But how great wb! his 
surprise (o find, thai upon trial, all the eipeiiments turn- 
ed out eiactly at the; had been described I He immedi- 
ately called together bis students; reminded them of his 
former incredulity i repeated the eiperiments before 
them, and shened them how jniich he had been mistaken, 
and wbal injustice be liad done his iugcnious friend. He 
concluded with waruing all those who heard him to profit 
by the lesson which ibis occnrrencc afforded, and never to 
reckon any thing which wasdelivered as a new discovery 
impossible, tiowever improbable it might appear, till 



I 
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thoy had given it the fairest trial. Nor d! 
Maclaurin rest here He went to his publk 
which had as yet heard nothing of the diacorei 
revealed ti) liis younger students all that had 
oil the su!)ject. To which class Wilkic beIonge< 
not appear ; bnt from tlic profound knowledge 
tiiral Philosopliy which he displayed in after 111 
probable that he ranked among the select few. Ii 
case, his mind must have been struck with a diac 
made and communicated under circumstances 
culiar ; and nothing was more natural, than, tl 
returning home, the " confused notion/' (fcNr 
it could be nothing more,) which ho had acqul 
the subject of electricity, should baTC found i 
into a poetical eifusion, which begins witli ask 

What ))enetrating mind can rightly form 
A faint idea of a raging storm ? 
Who can express, of elements the war. 
And noisy thunder roar'mg from afar ? 

'flie production of the poem, according to t) 
nation, must be referred to his fifteenth, or 
or j)robably Hcventeenth year; written it 
was, in the course of that period, and not c 

Among the friends whom Wilkie acquit 
lege, he had the pleasure of ranking Robert* 
Home, Fergusson, and Adam Smith, all 
the first renown in Scottish literature. I 
mate of their relative merits, he used to f 
ference for sound judgment to Robertson 
vention to Adam Smith. The latter a 
aurpristKl most people. It would seem 
had mistaken the merely metaphysic 
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liicfa gai*e bitlh to the Theory of Mora] Scntitafots, 
I thai poner uf prodttcing new imogps and aev 
imbinations, to wljich the name of invention more 
operly belgngi. Instead of eicelling his compeers, 
tre WIS KsrceJy one of them to whom Smilli nu 
it inferior in this respect. With Hume and Home, 
Ipml, he can hold no competitioB. 
After obtuning his Jicencess  preacher of Ibc 
iMpd, Mr. Williia withdrew enttrelj to Dttlmeny, 
ere to avail sueb ecelcaiastical pioferaifnt as fortune 
ight bsTe in store for him ; assisting onlj Hccasion- 
y in som* neighbouring churches, and devoting his 
iefatleniion to the labours of tho farm, whiie poe- 
r aod pbilosopby occupied his Idsure tiaurs. Ten 
an had passed away in this humble sort of life, 
it'U hehappened tobcca 



' diurch of Itatbo ; 



iHige , 



asioa Has the patron of the liTing, the Earl of 
iderdale. His lordship was so much pleased with 
slyte in which the young probatiDner acquitted 
lelf in the pulpil, that after the service of the 
was over, he invited him to dine witli Mm at tlie 
y seal of Ilatlon ; and to slay there all night, 
efavouiable iiDpression which hisloidihiphadcon- 
iofWilltic, was greatly heightened by theirintei- 
he fuund in his guest a man of agreeable, though 
hat eccentric manners, and of various and pro- 
information. Pleased Ibathia patronage placed 
'lis power to raise so worthy an individual 
scurity, his lordship, neit morning, presented 
with the presentation lo the vacant living. 
)t immediately after his induction to llie pas- 



' . na<l< rs, ;umI uas r;ttli«r severely liandlci 

lictil and Montlily Ke\ ieu»TM. '1 he subjtu 
is draw II fniin the foiirlli llia<l, wlien* St 
A^ameiimon a short acrountof the sacki; 

-when the youth of Greece, by' 



H<rtumM to c<JiK]uer where ilieir father 

ThcMC youTif^ heroes were known to 
under the* name <if the Kpigoni, or desc 
for this rcaHon, the author has given to t 
title of Epigoniad ; a name most unfortun 
for ns the circumstance from wiiich it wa; 
known only to a very few of the lcamc( 
wt re not able to conjecture what could b 
of tlu; poem, and felt little solicitous to ; 
what suggested noUiing to exjicctation. 
renin hied among the Greeks, tliat Home 
Thebes for the su1)ject of a poem, ivhich 
WiJkie seeniM to have pleased himself witli 
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and the world at large could be expected to feel little 
interest in anj new addition to scenes and characters, 
so different from those with which they are familiar, 
and so far removed from their own times. Accord- 
ingly, the Epigoniad, though possessed of great merit 
as an £pic, and rich in poetic charms, entirely fuled 
in exciting general interest. The sale of the poem 
among the author*s friends in Scotiand, having never- 
theless exhausted the first edition, a second was 
published in 1759, to which was added a Dream in 
the manner of Spenser. A very generous effort was 
at the same time made to recall the attention of the 
public to its merits, by Wilkie's old fellow student, 
Hume, who published a letter to the editors of the 
" Critical Review,'' in which he appealed against 
their former condemnation of the work, and expatiated 
at great length and with much fervor of encomium 
upon its beauties. He represented it as a work 
abounding in ** sublime beauties," and as " one of 
the ornaments of our language." Among the spe- 
cimens by which he illustrated his criticism, he refer- 
red particulariy to the Episode on the death of Her- 
cules, in the seventh book, as exhibiting a sublimity of 
imagination and energy of style which entitie it to 
compare with any poetry in the English language. 
" Nothing," he adds, " can be more pathetic tiian 
the complaint of Hercules, when the poison of the 
Centaur's robe begins to prey upon him." As the pas- 
sage is perhaps the best in the poem, and may serve 
both to shew the degree of discrimination which Hume 
mingled with his praise, and to furnish a fair idea of 
Wilkie's capacity as a poet, the repetition of the quo- 
tation will not, it is hoped, be deemed out of place. 
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Sovereign of heay'n and earth ! whose bomidleas 8« 
The fates of mm and mortal things obey. 
If e'er delighted, from the courts above. 
In human form you sought Alcmeae's loTe ; 
If fame's unchanging voice to all the earth 
With truth proclaims you, author of my birth ; 
Whence, from a course of spotless glory mo. 
Successful toils and wreaths of triumph won. 
Am I thus wretched ? Better that, before. 
Some monster fierce had drank my streaming gore 
Or crush'd by Cacus, foe to Gods and men. 
My battcr'd brains had strew'd his rocky den ; 
Than, from my glorious toils and triumphs past. 
To fall subdu'd by female arts at last 
O cool my boiling blood, ye winds that blow 
From mountains loaded with eternal snow. 
And crack the icy cliffs * in vain ! in vain I 
Your rigour cannot quench my raging pain ! 
For round this heart the furies wave their brands. 
And wring my entrails with their bumuig hands. 
Now, bending from the skies, O wife of Jove ! 
Enjoy the vengeance of thy injur'd love : 
For fate, by me, the thund'rer's guilt atones. 
And, punish'd in her son, Alcmene groans : — 
The object of your hate shall soon expire ; 
Fix'd on my shoulders, preys a net of fire ; 
Whom, nor the toils nor dangers could subdue. 
By false Eurysthcus dictated from you ; 
Nor tyrants lawless, nor the monstrous brood 
Which haunts the desert or infests the flood ; 
Nor Greece, nor all the barb'rous climes that lie 
Where Phcebus ever pointSshis golden eye. 
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batho'erdi c Ye Gods! I yield 

arts, micontii I ii  field. 

^alas ! are these tAe same that bow*d 

id his giant force sabda*d ? 

;*d Nemea's monster from his den ? 

the dragon in his native fen ? 

( ! their mighty moscles £aul, 

IS infernal er'ry nerve assail : 

) ! I feel in streams of woe 

s dissolve, before nntanght to flow. 

y virtne, oft in dangers try'd, 

toils, in deadis anterrify*d, 

ny aid ; nor let my labours past 

t achieved, be blotted by the last 

immor'd, the present shock endore ; 

oaph, and for ever rest secore* 

me, in the same letter, tiins speaks of the 
in the manner of Spenser," which Wilkie 
ided to the second edition of the Epigoniad. 
t supposes himself to be introduced to Ho- 
irensures his poem in some particulars, and 
in others. This jxyem is indeed a species 
for the Epigoniad, written in a very lively 
it manner .- it may be compared to a well- 
em of the purest water, and cast into the 
tiful form. Those who would judge of our 
Jents for poetry, without perusing his larger 
• satisfy their curiosity by running over this 
a/ They will sec the same force of imagi- 
i harmony of numbers which distinguish liis 
formanco : and niav tlience, with small ap- 
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plication, receive a ftTourable inqMeaakm of our an- 
thor's genius." 

Notwithstanding this ardent tribute from ftioidlj 
criticism, and the great weight of Home's Mitiioiitj» 
there appears to have been in the Epigoniid a gift- 
vitating tendency, which no piaise cookl coonlenet 
The poem continued, as before, little leftd, and hv 
become every day less and less known. Mr. Chalmen 
has indeed included it among his " Woiks (tf tbeEig^ 
lish Poets ;" but with a qualification whldi deprifCi 
the compliment of all value, and does npon the whok 
little credit to his independence of 0|nnion. "Asl 
have nothing (he says) to oppose to the neglect with 
which Wilkic's poems have been treated, I hope 1 
shall be pardoned for inserting Mr. Hume's ntj 
elaborate criticism, whatever effect it may prodnoe." 
The plain tnith after all, is, that the Eptgoniad, tiun^ 
distinguished by groat powers of invention, by «pe^ 
fectly intiniatr* acquaintance with what we mayle 
allowed to call clattic costume, by strength though nst 
case of diction, and by frequent shooting lights wfaieh 
remind one of the presence of perpetual day, is ml 
altogether such a poem as persons willread» who ml 
with any other purpose tlian that of reading thea- 
si^lvcs asleep. 

In 1759, Mr. Wilkie was elected Professor of Na- 
tural Philosophy in the University of St Andrew'fc 
On removing thither, he took his sisters to reside wA 
him and attend to hb domestic afimirs. At tUs pe- 
riod his whole fortune did not exceed £800. With 
this sum he purchased a few acres of almost wmts 
land, in the neighbourhood of St. Andrew's ; but by 



I 
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■kill hi hiubsiidrj bpeedilj braught (hem Inio a 
! of cullivalion, wliicli was Uie lurprise anj envy 
is neiglihours. As a teaclicr, he is snid ta hnve 
layed gnst knowledge □( ccience, nith an caiy 
tomilUt mode of itliutiation, which liied the at- 
LOn u well as liie regard of hit pupils. He waa, 
le Game time, cxlreniel; dene in liii mode of rea- 
ag; and totlioiewha came to bis leclmes without 
ScieDt pri'pBTBtiau of geometiy, and habits of 
t aUpnlion, it waa apt (u appear obscure. 
I 1766, the Univetsilj uf St. Andrew'e eon- 
d upon Dlr. Wilkie tim degree of Doctor in 
nity. 

fter a long estrangement from tlie Mnses, be pro- 

d, in 1768, asmall collection of ■' fables," which 

edicated to bis early patron, Ibe Earl of L^uder^ 

Although superior in merit lo bis :^igonIad, 

were attended with eren less success. They were 
BUS imitations of the manner of Gay ; but tUough 
ilways original, were distinguished by a projiriely 

ntiraent and ease of tsprcssion, which even Gay 
not often eicellcd. Serisible of Ihe objection 
:h eiisled lo the want of novelty in his precepts, 
lUthor lias thus endeavonred to obviate it : 

You say 'tis vain in verse or prose 
To tell what every body knows. 
And stretch invention to cipress 
Plain truths, which alt men will confess : 
Go on, the argument to mend. 
Prove that to know, is to attend. 
And that we ever keep in sight 
Wliat reason (ells us once is right ; 
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Till this is done, jou mutt ezciwe 
Tlic zeal and freedom of my miue» 
In hinting to the human khid 
What few denj, but fewer mind. 

To these sensible arguments, it may be add 
5(11110 are formed to propose new mazimsy whil: 
find themselves more fitted to illustrate tboee 
rrccivcd. Nur is it easy to be determined w 
tributes most to the interests of morality, tlM 
dual who adv<ii:ccs new maxims, which, on 
of that very novelty, are likely to meet wit 
sitiou ; or ho, viho, adopUng positions uni 
as!<onted to, is at more leisure to decorate th 
tlie charms of ornamented diction and brilli 
fsuicy. 

Of these Fables, one of the best is " The 11 
the Tartan* ;*' the chief design of which, tfa« 
lolls us, was " to give a true specimen of the 
dialect, where it may be supposed to be most 
namely, in Midlothian, the seat of the capital 
style is procLioly lliat of the vulgar Scottish ; ; 
the matter might be suitable to it, the poet ha 
for the subject, a little story adapted to the 
IK'asantis. It is a tale commonly told in i 
among tlie country people, and may be lookt 
as of the kind of those aniUsfabdUs, in whidi 
observes, his country neighbours were accust 
cunv(>y tlioir rustic philosophy. After propo 



I'll lit it nicely wi' a f«blc. 
A bare, ae monung cbtinc'd to s^i^c 
A partsn creeping on a lee, 
A fi^wiie wba wcu ehtIj oat 
llod diapt Ihi- CMalure thereabout. 
aia«kiD buinbau'd and frighlwl saji 
To sec a thing but bido and Iiair,* 
Which if it atuf")! not, might be lacn 
For naetluDg ilbec (ban astane, 
A squnt-wiie nambling, Bail beirt 
'Wi' gerse and nub<» like a net, 
Finl thangbt lo rai for't (for bi kjnd 
A hire's nfte feebler jc maun mind), 
Bill seeing thai wi' a' its strength 
It acarce could eieep a tethei lengflft 
The hare grew faauldei and CRm near. 
Tom'd plajiomc, and larijat her tear. 
Quorti Mawkin, " Waa ibcre em in m 
Saefc>;klcsa and sac puor a ciealurc > 
It scarcely ken], or I'm laislaeu. 
The way lo gang or aland its lane- 
Sec bow it sleillerst ; I'll be bond 
To rin a mile of up-biil grand 
Before it gets a rig-braid frae 
The place its in, though doon the I'rac' 

Mawkin wi' this began to frisk, 
An' Ihinkin there was lilUc riit, 
Clapt haifh her feet on partan's back. 
And lum'd Hid awald} in a crack. 



"Williuut hide and hair. tSlaj^crs. t'-Tupsv II 
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To see the creature sprmwl, ber iport 
Grew twice as good, yet proy'd bat short. 
For, patting wi* her fit in play. 
Just whar the partan's nippers lay» 
He gript it fast, which made her squeei 
And think she bouided wi' the deil ; 
She strave to rin, and made a fistle» 
Tlie tither catchM a tough bar tfariile 
Which held them baith till o*eir a dyke 
A herd came stcnding* wi' his tyket* 
And fell'd poor Mawkin, sarely miiig 
Whan forc'd to drink of her ain biewbi'* 

The success of '* the Fables" would |iiob«bly hcfe 
lieeq less indifferent, had tliey turned \em on tfmai-' 
thor's personal disappointment as an £|uc wiilA 
The greater part of them are undisgoked htta at the 
critic?, for not discovering in his Epigoidad a anit 
which it did not possess. The public saw with ptia 
tliis carping at a judgement which they had to fidly 
confirmed, and shewed, by a continuance of thdr ^ 
favour, the folly of contemning general opinioo. Br. 
Wilkie seems to have sat for his own pictme m one of 
his Fables, The Young Lady and th» Lodkimg Gkm: 

To bid your friend his errors mend 
Is almost certain to offend ; 
Though you in softest terms advise, 
Confess him good, admit him wise. 
In vain you sweeten the discourse — 
lie tliinks you call him fool, or worse. 

 • 

* Leaping. t Dog. 
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And to hate forgot the parting reproof in hij Dia- 
logue belween " The Aathot and a Friend :" 
cDDlend 

D[. WiJkie liad almost all hb life been suhjecl to 
igac, aod, in older (u escape its vijilalioiu, he fell 
into habits which neie ultimalelj the means of shott- 
cning bla dajs. To fceep ap a penpiiation, he laj in 
bed nnder a load of no fenct than (wculj-foiu 
blankets ; and to BToid all chance of the cold damp, 
be never slept from home witliout requesting lo be ' 
indulged with hed-linea previously used bj some of the 
farailj ! When he went out, be wore several flannel 
jackets, waistcoats, and top coat, mid over all a great 
coal and gown, prestnting alfogetiier a grolejquo 
magnitude of appearance, flis frame betame, by this 
syitem of liiing, rapidly debilitated, and after a Im- 
going illiKU, be dkd on the 10th October, 1T7S, in 
his fiflj-Kcond jear. 

Although WiJkie comtuenced his profesHiisbip idlh 
only £300, be is said lo have died wortli £3000, 
accumulatrd in the course of ihirteea jeus by pai' 
aimonioua living. His cbuacler in tliis respect baa, 
however, been well vindicated by (hose vrho knew 
biiQ inlinialelj. " Much of his life," it is truly said, 
" «as spent in poverty ; and a strong sense of Ihe 
TaJue of independence induced biuk to become saving 
as soon as he coold spare any thing from bis imme- 
diale nants, and the necessity of his sisters, fflrwbom 
be appeals to have provided with ait the affectionate 
concern of a parent. By avoiding tlie eipenses of 
bospitalily in a hospilabie country, he incurred the 
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-■-;;::::■::•.:: iiiK'.«.r t;;o tji.'rt>5U»n ot poverty, " s 
in "i:" in''<' irivatc n.. inner ho u<ed to cxac 
: .'.- . l" xcriov t"p-ni liu'jo uho were the ol 
lii" iK".intv."* 

Till' manners of Dr. Wiikie, in private lif 
altoiiother extremelv eccentric. The bulk c 
\^hii:h liel{.H'd to ruin his constitution, was retii 
^ '' no !:ort of ele^nce or attention ; his clothes 

t as if thrown upon him by a pitchfork, and 

' brusli they never knew ; his wig was always 

and such was his habitual carelessness of appo 
that wlicn a preacher, he would even forget ^ 
the pulpit to take his hat off his head : add 1 
circumstances, t!iat he used tobacco to excess, 
picture of a moving piece of dusty lumber 
complete. 

His fits of musing wvre many, and contribu 

doubttdly, in no small degree, to confirm hi 

iif negligence ; they made him often ridicu 

'if- ]>rii'ate society, and something still worse in 

I I ^Vhen any thing risible occurred to him in the* 

dreamings, he would, without saying a word. 
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v'lth «ren his most suriana public duties — nl one lime, 
fori^tting lo [iroooaQce tbc blesung afler public str- 
ike, at saolJier, dispendng tbc sacrament nitbouC 
cnntccnliag tbe elemenls— one conid udI belp wisb- 
■Dg thai he had been allogelbec a poet, and no dirine. 

As a poet, WiUtiebad tno remarkable peculiarities. 
He was (he first, and peitaps the onlj indiriduol of 
the fralemilj, irho was deeply coOTenanl nilb that 
most unpoctical of all lubjects, Fluxioos ; and he 
never could lead aloud the smoothest tene, in such 
j> roaoDer, as to preserre either the measure ai ihe 
sense, allboagb bis own compositions m Terse are 
not deficient in smoothness or elegance. 

When aclivel}' enfnged in comeisatioa, and pcr- 
liaps then onij, Wilkie ihonc lo adsaotaKe in private. 

of wit and humour, made alnaja a great impfessioa 
on his hearers ; and there were few good judges who 
did not leave his company with a high opinion of bis 
talents. He was pardenlarlj happy in transfciring 
to bis conversation, whi^tfaer on literary or philosophi- 
cal aubjecta, the phrases and terms of common life. 
Having lived during the earlier part of bis life, alter- 
uatel; with the literary men about tbc University of 
Edinburgh, and with tlie fanners in bis own- ncigh- 
bouri;ood, he had acquired a perfect intimacy with 
the modes of both ; and was Ibos qualified to shine 
equally amidst a company of peasants or of phi- 

Of bis literary friends, most of whom were mote 
fortunate than himself in their literal; adventures, 
Wilkie always spoke ivithout chagrin or envy. He 
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was aDgry with tlic critics for Uicir want of m 
his Epigoniad, but not displeased that they di 
cd in the Douglas, and in the Hbtories of the 
of Tudor and of Stuart, some of the first prod 
of the age. He was fond of telling anecdotes 
authors, and dcscribuig the peculiarities of tl 
nius, disposition, and habits. It is said, howev' 
towards the close of his life, he broke off all con 
dence with Hume and Robertson; though fc 
reason we are not informed. 

A handsome tribute to the memory of Wilk 
()aid by another son of the Muses, Robert Ferj 
wtio tiad studied under him, and liad been 
indebtt.'d to his friendship. It was published 
lirst number of lluddiman's Weekly Magazine 
appeared after Uie announcement of Dr. V 
death. It has great merit, and is happily i 
long fur transciiption. 

EcU>gue to the Menurry of Dr. William Wi 

GEOnniE AND OAVIE. 

Geordie, 
Blaw saft my reed and kindly to my macn, 
Wcel may ye thole a saft and dowie strain, 
Nac mair to you shall shepherds in a ring 
Wi' blythness skip, or lassies lilt and' sing -, 
Sic sorrow now maun sadden ilka e'e. 
An' ilka waefu shepherd grieve wi* me. 

Davie. 
Wharefor begin a sad and dowie strain. 
Or banish lilting frae the Fifan plain ? 
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ugh limmer's ganc, an' we nae lanBft view 
blades o' clarer wal we' pearls o' dew. 
Id ninter'9 btockest bla^U we'll eiUily cam, 
eldiae driceo, in' aurbai'at is owi ; 
Tucki fu' thick aie atnckit i' the jord, 
the Yule feul a saalU mast'i prepar'd, 
ingle naol: supplies the Bimmei Gelda, 
aft u noii; gleefu' mamenii jielda ; 
III man, fling a' yom sleep; spiingi awa', 
on jou.' canty whislie gie's a hlaw : 
iuiegd, 1 Ijow, maun lighten ilka eV, 
ilka eanty callant sing like me. 

Gtordie. 
db; a cantj Bpting nad now impart 
threefald sonow to laj heart; 
' to the aett my ripcn'd aits had fawD, 
tiakewinds onr m; rigs wi' pith had blatvn, 

fuund oceaaiun now my cheeks to dr;. 
ics like thac, or lack o' watld'i gear, 
laetliing wlian we tyne a friend that's dear. 

naes me for you, Willy ! mony a day 
1 wi' j'ou, on yon broom tliacklt brae 
I aff my sheep, an' lei Ibem careless gang, 
iarken to yout cheery Uic or sang, 
3 that fur ay, on Caledonia's strand 

fit the foremost mang her Innefu' band, 
reamt yestreen his deadly wraith 1 saw, 
5 by my cen, as while 's the driven snaw ; 
oiley Ringie, yoiif'd an' yowi'd a' night, 
d an' crap near mc in an unco fright, 
en'd fley'd, an' shook baitli (ith and limb, 
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I kcnt that it furespak approadun wae. 
Whan my {Kxir doggie was disturbit sae* 
Nac itooncT did the day begin to dawn 
Than I beyont the knowe sae ipeedy ran, 
Whare I was keppit wi' the heary tale 
That sets ilk dowic sangster to bewail. 

Davie, 
An' wha on Fifan benta can weel refuie 
1 o gio a tear of tribute to his mase ? 
Farewell ilk cheery spring, ilk canty note 
}io daflin, an' ilk idle play forgot; 
lUiiig ilka herd the moumfu', moornfu' bougfaa, 
UoNcmary sad, and ever-dreary yews ; 
Time sal bi> st(>opit i' the saut, smut tear. 
To wf'ct >vi* Imllow'd draps his sacred bier, 
VVliaM; saiigM will aye in Scotland be rcver'd. 
While slow-gawn owscn turn the flowVy swaird. 
While bonny Iambics lick the dews of spring. 
While gaiidsmen whi.sle, or while birdies sing. 

(reordie. 
'Twas na for wccl tim'd verse or sangs alane, 
lie bore the bell frae ilka shepherd swain; 
Nature to him had glen a kindly lore, 
Deep a' her mystic ferlies to explore ; 
For a' her secret workings he could gic 
Keason.s, that wi' her principles agree. 
Ye saw yoiirsel how wecl his maiiin thrive. 
Ay better faughcd and snodded than tlie lave ; 
Lang had tlio thristles and the dockens been 
In use to wag their taps upo' the green, 
Wliarc now his bonny rigs delight the view, 
An* thrivin hedges drink the callar dew. 
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Daoit. 
They tell me, Ceonlic, he had sic a gift, 
That scarce a sUniie blinkit ftae the lift, 
But he wou'd some ald-wuld name foril find 
Aa gnrt liim keep it freahiy in his mind ; 
For Ihii some ca'd him an iincannj wighl ; 
Tlie cluh gacd round, " he had Uic srrond sight 
A tnle that ncrei fail'd to he tho pride 
Of gtaiuii€s spiimin at the iogle wle. 

Gnrdio. 
Bui now he's gane, an' Fame that whan alire, 
SecntI lets onj o' hcT vot'riea Uirive, 
Will ftae his ihinin name, a' motes withdraw. 
And on her loudest ininip her praise! bisw. 
Lang may liia sacred banei untroubl'd reat I 
Jjuig maj his tiuS' in gowani gaj be dtest '. 
Scholars and bards nnlieard nf yet sball come 
And stamp memorials on his grassy tomb, 
AVhich In, yon ancient klrk-jtird shall remain 
Faoi'd as the urn that hads the Manluan swain. 
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ROBERT FGRGUSBON. 



RoBiKT Feiccmon «u boiD It Edmbm;^ 
the fifth ot September, 17SO. Hii &tlwr. W 
Fcrguoon, wsa ui KConnUnt m the Britub. I 
Hall ; • litiulioii of ropcctaUlity, bat of idiBlI 
lumeDt. He is lud to biTC poHCMcd tome pa 
talent J but no proofi of it are extant. Y 
Ilohen, who wu deathted to niae the nane of 
giisson to a place among theGntpoeti of Ida MM 
wan, in iofancj, of M Tciy weakly a canatltt 
(hat little hope* Kue enteilwned of hi* amri 
manhuod. Bj the tender me of hii pannti, 
ever, Jic gradually acquired iti^gthj and at lb 
of lii ycin, wu icnt to an P-^e*'''' achoal,i 
he attained a proficiency in reading and leab 
90 rapidly, that before a year dapied, he 
Iransfcrrfdlulhc High School of Edinbni^, to i 
the Latin tongue. He remained al Ihu lem 
four years ; and, nolnithilanding freqneat I 
missiuni of mtcndance, occasioned bytbe inflnn 
of hii bcalih, he «a> ahte, not only to maialai 
huDourahle competition with hia fellowi, bat to ' 
must of them. For lome reason or otiiei, wbich 
nut appear, he wai now remoTed to tiie gnt 
school of Dundee, where he continaed two J 
and (hen went to the oniienity of St. Androw'a 
j^enlleman, of Hie name of Ferguuon, had left 
laties, for the education of two boji of the i 
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tuaoe, *( this nniTeistf ; and Mt. WilGun Fefganon 
ms foittmsle eooogh to procure ome of them for his 
ion ; the eipenw of whose ftiture edaatian wu 
thus iDBtnisHj Intmcd. 

Al tbi: imivtrsilj, FeTgD»son became, as at Achoof^ 
spcodilv dislinguished for a qaicknesj of parts, wbicb 
BD|}er&eded asnduilj of appbcalion ^ uulttd bow- 

whicb presaged a wBjHBid life. Frank, kiad-he.atled, 
and fralicaome, he gained the general eiteem of hia 
, fcllow-studeals, and in all ibeir jouthful fallies bore 
' k leading parL Hi; eiploils, on one of these occa- 
DUDS, were attended with latheran imrortanale isaae. 
Od the erening preceding the distribuliDQ of some 
annual prizes, Ihe successful and disappoinled 
GombaUDti had a fierce encauntei, in Hhkb, Fcr- 
gnsaOD iras repotled lo liave been one of the most 
forward combalnnla. Tlie principal aggressors, in- 
Glnding Fergnsson, were formally eipelled j hot in 
consequence of Iheir peniteatiaJ submissions, were, 
within a few dajs, restored. The eccentric Dr. 
Wilkie, author of the Epigoniad, with whom Fer- 
gnsson had become a great favourite, is said to have 
partjcularly eierted bis interest on Ibia occasion, in 
behalf of the young offender. 

A place of favourite resort with the students, on 
winter nights, was the Porter's Lodge ; wliich Fcr- 
gusson has made the subject of some picasiug reminis- 
cences, in his elegy on John Hogg, the Porter- 
Say, ye red gowns 1 that aften here 
Uae toasted cakes to Katie's beer: 
Gin 'cic thir days hoc bad their pt-er, 
Sae biytb, sac daft ; 
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Ye'li ne'er again, in life's career. 
Sit half sae nfu 

While pursuing his studies at St. Andrew's, 
gusson is said to have begun to direct bis atte 
to {>octry, and to have written many occai 
pieces, which attracti'd the particolai notice o 
professors, as well as of his feilow-stadents. ] 
of his published poems, however* can be reletP 
so early a period ; all of them have the muks oi 
subsequent production. Dr. Irving mentions, 
some fragments of a dramatic cast, written tritfa 
gusson's own hand, are to be found on the blank U 
of a book, wlilch was in his possession while a 
Andrew's. The following verses are ail that ca 
distinctl J read ; they are puerile, but from the pi 
at which tlicy were written, objects of curiositj^ 

Tliercfore, 'tis meet, that Sisera be ciown'd 
Willi all the honour worthy of his service ; 
And that this day for mirth be set apart. 
To celebrate the deeds and valiant acts 
Displayed by him in war. 

Conquest alone, my liege, repays our toil ; 
But, since it is 3'our sovereign inclination. 
This day to grace us with a pompous triumph 
As swift as thought my deeds shall fly, to sen 
In all your after battles. 

He had, we are told, commenced, at this f 
a tragedy, on the story of Sir William Wallace, 
relinquished it after finishing the first two acts. 
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Stoat he met vith anotltrr drania on ilie sninc >nb- 
jtct, iBi] xu apprrbcnBice of b«ing rcginled u a 

FcrgosBOn^s ongina! destidatlt^n wis fhe cbiKfi- 
Ai bn name, ou liis clus bonks, be uspd la add 
'Sfodenl of Diriait; ;" but il doe! nal appear, 
tavt he tvcT cntcrrd an 1ii« acloal sluffy of dlvinily. 
LfWr BllBiidhig the ptdiminar; cotiises uf Humanilj, 
tetmcc, and Fhih»Dpbj, wbicb occnpini the foui 
rean to *liicb bis bunaij cilcnded, he retunKd 
o Edinburgh. His filber nas iioir drad. and hi> 
BOlhrr ID poor circunutanccs. Hr found it irame- 
Balc4^ nerc^sMij to have recourse to some pmploj- 
Dcnl, foi the incaiu at snbiislencc ; and in the liopc 
rf being ajMstcd in thi» object bj a maternal uncle, 
kb. John Forbes, a gcnlleman of opulcooe, who re> 
□dcd bi Aberdeen^ he paid him a vitiU Mr- Forbes 
eceiipd him nilb lundness, and told him, lo make 
lis boose hH bome far the pieseot ; bnt with ao uuen- 
ibilitj tohU.ultimate wclbre, vbich shewed as mncb 
•eakneu of head 'as want of heart, he took no 
lains tu put the youth in a way of providing for 
ijmself; and after the lapse of ui monlhs, the ne- 
tew 3 clothes beginning to assume ratbet a poetic 
ippeatancc, be -as no longer deemed a fit guest for 
ais nncle's table ; and, (a tbedUgrace of thai uncle's 
iKmoc;, was rudely turned out of doots. Pool 
Fergasson, stung to the quick at Ibe barsh treatment 
•hicb he had lecelred, retired to a little solitary inn, 
hat stood at a small distance, where he despatclH?d a 
etter to his unfeeling relalire, couched in the most 
ndignant. but manly, trims. Tbc tetter appears 
o have produced a momenlarv impression of shaino 

,.«! l.J 
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on the uncle ; he despatched a messenger ; 
gusson, with a few shillings, to defimy his 
on the road to Edinburgh. — ^A pitiful boo 
it is probable, Fergussoo was not in ciicam 
refuse. He travelled all the way on foot, a 
fatigued by his journey, and depressed 
tliat he reached his muther*s bouse exttemel 
remained so for several days. 

Dr. Irving, and other biographers of ] 
say. that when be began to recover sb 
comjiosed two poems, in reference to hb 
in the north ; the one, on I^ Deeaif of} 
and anotlicr, Againtt repining at Fortune. 
plicabiiity of the titles appears, however, 
only authority for tlib statement Neithei 
pieces made their public appearance till » 
afterwards. His visit to Aberdeen must b 
made when he was about his eighteenth yea 
in 1767 or 1768 ; but tiic Decay rf Friem 
not published (in Ruddinian's Weekly S 
till Se|>tcmber, 177)1 ; and the lines, Agai 
ing at Fortune, not till 24th September, 1772. 
in neither of the poems is there any thi: 
can lie supposed to have a direct referoicc U 
duct of his uncle, which would, doubtlt 
been the case, had they been written in 
warmtli of his resentment. 

Fergusson was now reduced to such neces 
cumstances, that he was content to subn 
tlrudgery of copying papers in the offic 
commissary's clerk, and afterwards, in tb 
sheriff's clerk, for the means of subsistence 
cupatiou, to which it was his unfortunai 
remain chained for the rest uf his life. 
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The editor of tho first collection of bij poena ss- 
'tti, that be commenced tha itud; of Ihe lair, as 
profmion ; bat made no progress in if, on account 
f the sprighllineBs of big geniuE, whicb rose superior 
»50drj and sedentaTy a pursuit. Tbe assertion 
n-idiout fonndBtion. He copied law papers for 
read, like the English Chief Justice, Sannders ;■ 
id might, poisibly, have picked up enough of law 
nonledge, in the course of time, to become eiens 
hief Justice ; but bejond that verj vague chance, 
H thee his hopes nor plans eitended. The editors 
F the Ene. Bril. in Iheir article on Fergusson, cm- 
race the opportunity of moiling aume very scntible 



•Sir Edmnnd Saunders, Lord Chief Justice of 
le Court of King's Bench, towards (he close of Ilic 
venteemh century, was origiiiflliy, a slrolliiig 1jeg- 
u about the streets, withcul kniiwu parents ot te- 
lions. He came often lo beg scraps at Clement's 
in, where his spiightlineis and diligence made tbe 
ciety desirous to eitricate liim from his miserable 
tuation. As be appeared desirous to learn to nritc, 

id there tl^e 1}eggar'boy sal, and wrote after co- 
es of coact and other hands, in which he at 
ngth acquired such eipertness, as in some niea- 
re to set up for himself, and commence hackney 
■iting. He also took all opportunities of improv- 
g himself, by reading such books as he cuuldbor- 
vr ; and in the course of years became an attorney. 
unset, nod utlimatcly Chief Justice.— Siog. Diet, 
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ic pretended nieoDipi 
■tudjoflbe Ibh, irllb tacb Uvelioeu 
Fergusion ]jo(seaacd, ■' We might ini 
ay, " different kwjcra at out own bi 
great pu'tical tsienti in tbeic yonth, 
the auiomit of Ihcic profession ; but, 
■onaJ riistinclioM at lionir, we ahall 
Bmplci from Englsncl. The geniui of 
of Monifield wns, at Ua3\, as lively 
Fcrguuon ; aud if he had pleaacdi b 
been equally a poet j yet he submitted ti 
of BtudjlngB law, ilill drier than thai 
To'thu fine tasf c.f Alterbuij, Bishop 
andto bis dauicsl compojilions, both 
versCi Tie man \i a stranger, who is at 
in Kngliih literalure : yet, that clegani 
pDCI» after he had rlsea to the dignil; 
Carlisle, Bubmitted to the drndgery 
Ihrongh tlie medium of barbarous tit 
sissticil lav of fingland, from tiie eaili< 
dcclarid, that by dint of peiacTerani 
in time. Id lellili it as much as the alt 
ond Virglt> Whatever may be though 
political girinciplcB, no mau can read I 
Nal wriliogB, and entertain a doubt, 
could have submitted to Ibe dmdgen 
Ihu law. The truth is, that a man of" 
mind may bring himself to delight i 
study which ti useful and honourable 
wciG Lord MantGeld, the Bishop of F 
Milton. But whether through some . 
in bit iiervoua lyslom, or in conaequ 
dissipitioiis, Ml. Fecgiisson, with mi 
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qualilips, nu so utterly destitute of mentjil vigour, 
tliat, mlhci than submit to wliat his fiiends cali 
dradgcr.v. beseemed to haie looked with i. wistful 
e;e to some sineCDre place." 

The lul Dbaervatign will, pctbap). be regarded 
u an exception to Ibe good aense and feeling, wbidi 
pervade tlie tett of this passage. It is, sunsly, a Tery 
false supposition, to imagine Ihat Fergusson, who 
could bend himself En tbe drudgery of being a mere 
copying machine, could not muster determination 
eODUgb, to submit La the mental labour of studying 
wiy science which would have conducted him to an 
honourable independence. The truth is, lliat poor 
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Some friendly hand might have interposed its aid, 
to give a happier direction to bis fortunes ; but none 
luch was held forth. Let it not, therefore, be imput- 
ed u> Fergusson as a fault, Ihat he bat yielded to a 
tide of events, which be could not contioul. 
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The writer in the Encyclopedia has hinted «t tke 
probability, that "early dissipation may hate cob- 
tributcd to that want of mental Tigour," which he 
makes the source of Fergosson's declennon m Iifo» 
But the dissipation of Fergusson had not comnenced 
at the tiuie he was under the necesaty of befakng 
himself to the mean employment, in which he conti- 
nued till the close of his days. Having been, for many 
years, absent from Edinburgh, he returned to it 
almost an entire stranger ; and it was not till the 
publication of the poetry, with which he solaced hii 
leisure hours, had brought him into notice about two 
years after, that he acquired friends and companionii 
and was drawn by them into tlie vortex of pleasue. 
When Fergusson came back from Aberdeen, he could 
not ha%'e passed his nineteenth year ; but it was not 
till 1771, when he was in his twenty-first year, that 
his pieces began to make tlicir apjicarauce, in Ruddi- 
inan's Weekly Magazine. • 

That Fergusson, at last, plunged into a course of 
dissipation, hostile to all steadiness of purpose, and 
calculated, arlificially, to increase the difficulty of 
emancipating himself from the low condition of liff 
into wliich he had fallen, must, with feelings of sot 
row, be allowed. Possessing great powers of £s8c' 



* Dr. Irving says, that *' beforeht, reached the twe 
ticth year of his age, many of his little poems ms 
their appearance in Kuddiman's Weekly Magasin 
But tliis must be a mistake. The Mapiune o 
commenced in July, 1768, when Mr. Fergusson 
in his nineteenth year : and in the first foor voin 
tlicrc is not an ucknowlegcd line from hb pen. 
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ition ta corapanj ; the broadest humouc niUi the 
vaest wit; singing, mLjiicrj, gnd slorj lelling, 
ch in aa unri¥allecl degree ; an 0|*n heiui, fo( 

scorapanj becamE eay.'tljF cciutled hj penona of 
I classes in life. Fereuison obej-td llic call of plra- 

tau led into tlie companj uf men, who, simply 
ubitJDits of parlaking in tbe eicesscs uf genial, 
ucd not to what eitTemcs of follj Ihey uiged bim 
1 ; and ubo, unfortunately, could make no com- 
■nsaiion, when ibe hour of revelry was past, for 
II! sacrifices of lime and chara;:Ler wLicb tbeir 
15sh fadings bad exacted. 

The mind of FergauoD woold etaa leium, willi 
dseas, to tbe blight Iiopes nbich alied' a rufiance 
'er Us earlier ;ean i for, thongh no unwilling vo- 
ry of pleasQre, he was sufiidently conscious of 
e profitless nalarc of tbe round of dissipation in 
liich it bad now involved him. It was, probably, 
I some occasion oftliiskuiid, that be wrote the elegy 
I the Dicay if Fiiendihip, which has been ascribed 

so much earlier a period. It abound; in ciicum- 
■DCes which can only have reference to this day of 
erriment and glee. 

atlery ! alluring as tbe syren's lay, 
And as deceitful, thy encbantiog tongue ; 

ow have ye Wight my wav'ring mind to stray, 
Chaim'd and attracted by the bMieful song. 




(]S LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

To wnko ciuotiuiis In the youthful mind, 

Strt>plion, with voice melodious, tuii*d the sonj 

Knch •<ylvan youth, the sounding chorus j<Mn'd, 
Fraught with contentment 'mid the festive tiiron 

• • . • • • • •  

But all ! tlicsc youthful sportive hours are fled ; 

These scenes of jocund mirth are now ho men 
No healing slumbers 'tend my humble bed ; 

No friends console the sorrows of the poor. 

And what avail tlie thoughts of former joy ? 

What comfort they in the adverse hour ? 
(*an tiioy the canker-worm of care destroy, 

Or brighten Fortune's discontented lour P 

• •••••• 

To the lone corner of some distant shore. 
In dreary, devious pilgrimage I'll fly. 

And wander pensive, where Deceit no more 
Slinll tnicc my footsteps witli a mortal eye. 

Tlieri', solitary, saunter o'er the beach, 

And to the nuirni'ring surge my grief disclose 

Tiiere, sliall my voice, in ])laintivc wailings, tea 
The hollow caverns to resound my woes. 

Adieu! ye fields, where 1 liavc fondly stray 'd : 
Ye swains, who once tlic fav'rite JDamon kne? 

Farewell, ye sharers of my bounty's aid ; 
Ye sons of base ingratitude, adieu ! 

The fits of repentance and amendment, wl 
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Buch lefleclioai produced, wcie, however, but of 
Domenlarj duraliDD ; InsU'ng, generallj, only till 
ocie new allurement invited him to a new oblition of 
ui rates. HUoind wb« of a cast whicb tougfat ra- 
ther for cirruinitancts of consolation under luisfar- 
', than for the loesiu of ovetcommg it ; laming 
an afifclation of philosaphjc todllference, what 
, after ail, no better than a taine submianon lo 
[ thing! as he found them. This is stiikinglj pour- 
ed, in bis verses Agixbat repiniag at Fortune, 
h may be received u a synopsis of a specious 
I ptoccss of leasaning. but (no familiar to all ilissulule 
of genius. After cumplaiaing of Fortune, tlic 
or thus BpDBlropbrzes Nature: — 



r Vrheo eailj larks shall cease the matiii song ; 
When Philomel at njghl resigns her Tajs; 
XVhed melting number) to the owl belong -, 
Then shall the reed be silent in thy piuie. 

CZan he, who with the tide of Fortune sails, 
Afore pleasure from the sweets of Nature shan 

I>o Zepbjrs wafl him more ambrosial gales, 
Or do his g(oi-eaa gaverliv'ry wear? 
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The genuine sincerity of socli seOeetfou en h 
no way be better iUustnted, flum by tkt voj Mtf 
vencs which Fergnsson published in hit poederi tf- 
nerary, Ruddiman's Maganne* They aie 
" ]$raid Claith.*' 



Ye, wlia arc fam to hae your 
Wrote in tlie bonny book of 
Let merit nae pretension clum 

To laurel'd wreath : 
But hap ye wecl, baith badi and 

In gude braid claith. 



Braid claith lends fouk an unco 
Makes mony kail-worms, butterflecs ; 
Gies mony a doctor his degrees. 

For little skaith : 
In short, you may be what yon please 

Wi' gude braid claith. 

For tliuf yc liad as wise a snout on» 
As Shakespeare, or Sir Isaac Newton, 
Your judgment, fouk wad hae a doobt 

riltakmy aith; 
Till they could see ye wi' a suit on, 

O gude braid claith. 



Fergusson, unable to resist the temptatioiia 
the town daily, ( r rather nightly, presented, had 
ccivcd the determination of flying from then. 
took lodgings at a small distance from town ; 
frequent excursions into the country ; and a* Ml] 
finding that the syren pleasure stiil wayhid Hi 
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eierci he roved oil Scottiili giouod, thought of 
ing la.iea, to try his fortune. All Ihis ihews, if 
tmnch tesolution, al least, much good iulcation; 
IreadDf Ihc abyi) to which hewu hutcniag, but 
unhappy inabi^ily to cflcape iL 
While on one of these couatrj raojliles, R cleigy- 
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Ifae moment, aank deep into the mind of Fer- 
uon ; and he relumed to EdiobuTgh, fully reaolv- 
to enter upon an amended course of life. This, 
e most of his resolutions, however, quickly yield- 
to new seductions, and had hecome almost for- 
tlen, whea an incident, of somewhat a romantic 
it, lecalted foicibly to mind the lesions of his 
urch-yaid monitor. In the room adjoining that 
which Fetgusson slept, a starling was kept. One 
'ht, a cat, having found its way down Uie cbim- 
y, seiied tlie starling, which awoke Mr. Fergus- 
1 by tJic most alarming screams. He rose, and dis- 
vered the cause of the alarm, but too late to save 
; poor hird. The circumstance gave riiC lo reflcc- 
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tions, which bimialied tkep fnum Idipilibiriirlleirik 



I 



of tlie night. How tralyhndllie 
of his yoQth been cieinpHfied. — ^Hk 
thee in the night, at a ikArf t m uik, «h 
know tchen he cometh T* How teniUe. 
fatal stroke, to a sinless tnd 
Couhl it be less so, to one who ifaand oCllw  
nest) common to homanity ; who ndglhC beidnik 
the midst of sins onnnmbered ad umrpeiled ; mi 
to whom death was not oblhrkm, battbe pMngetoa 
state of ctcrnBl misery or happinoi ? Iiidal{g$^g htfi 
train of Uiought, rendered moie awfol by the 
stillness of the night, day light found Inm mNM ^ 
to a pitch of remorse, borderbg on detpdbr* He 
not as he was wont, to roijc a^dn with Hm neU alj 
gay, bat to be a rcclose from tociety. dewnnnd^ 
the remembrance of follies past; All bb ~ ^ 
had forsaken him ; those lips, which nefcr 
but to impart delight, were cloaed as by tin 
death ; and *' on his countenance Mt bonw phnMi* 

Even this impression, however deep and ~ 
it was, vanished in the course of time. ~ 
nature was of too social a cast to resist Ibe 
tlons of pleasure long. Yielding to one Und bi^ 
tunity after another, be gradually relapsed fate 
old course of gaiety and dissipation. Happily, I 
ever, for the interests of poetry if not for l6 
he still laboured with asndoity in Oe Mr? 
the Muses. During the years 1779 and ITH^: 
which embrace the worst periods of his 
scarcely a week elapsed without some YnhmbiecM^ I 
tribution to Ruddiman's Magazine. His poetie 
indeed, seemed always greatest when he wm 
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am the impbiitioBili of the festive eiicle; end most 
' hit i^eces bear obvkras mailu of bavfaig been the 
ipid fesult of pasMDg aoggestumi and occunences. 
la Augoflt, 1775* he poblished a poetical aooouit 
rthe expeditioii to Fjife and the Island of May on 
Mud the Blessed EndeaTonr of Dunbar, Captain 
Azbnigjh Commander. Hie party appear to have 
sen inhospitably received on the flta shoie» and Fer- 
UBon thus poors out on it the vials of apoet's wiath. 

** To Fife we steer, of all beneath the son 
Hie most miha]Iow*d mid the Scotian plains ! 
And here, sad emblem of deceitfii] times. 
Hath sad Hypocrisy her standard borne. 
Mirth knows no residence, but ghastly Fear 
Stands tremblmg and appal'd at airy nghts. 
Once only, only ooce, (reward it, O ye powers !) 
Did Hospitalityi with open face 
And winning smile, cheer tlm deserted sight, 
That else had langaish'd for the blest return 
Of beauteous day to dissipate the clouds 
Of endless night and superstition wild. 
That constant hover o*er the dark abode." 

Tliis reproach gave such offence to the swains df 
ifc,*that one of them, in that true spirit of locality 
hich led Captain Forbes to challenge Wilkes, sent 
similar message to Fergusson ; 

" Some cankcr'd, surly, sour-roow*d carline 
** Bred near the Abbey o* Dunfarmline." 

Instead of accepting tlic invitation, huwevcrj the 
ird treated it with the ridicule which it deserved. 
In the course of the same year, Fergusson took a 
mble to Dumfries, to visit an old poetic companion, 
PART 4.] H 
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of Iho anina uf Charin Silmon,* who 1 
Itiirpli, in fiillow lliQ budoeis of  pii 
.lark-on, tlie iiublislicr nf the Dam 
Mn)TaiInr. lie Hu Mxompamed by 
Wilsun uf Ibcnny; tlic loa of a Mr. 
known at one tinir as a lecturur an eluci 
liiir^li, nnd the aulhiir <>r icvrral uccu] 
puFlry, Hliii'li appt'arrd in llic public 
the KtpinluiT uf Ctandm. Fcrgunon p 
M-lflu llircuriniia (taitcof IheUunifcicn 
 alraniiF plight. Jlii |icnan and diei 
(■nvlrst diiunlf r : he wore, inilead of i 
nhllF SuuhtI jacki;! ; and having p 
jiiuTiii-j OB fiiol, wBi all over diul. I 
ull llie wurJdlike a iccmit aFlctH longn 
uf Ibc inijminitrel, " oa |>lv»ulc lient.' 
Ifit'd fur Ilia liinliDliillv by mj'mg, Ibal I 
hiioM'if had lakro rather ■odden lew 
llelkic}" (lirj had been nnmiii^g lo^i 
Enlio); nit|hl, iind nfliT leavinj; tlio la' 
uf mom, had Jndnlpfl hi lume uicli pr 
to ph'HMintly rrlnti'd iii Hid cpilugue ■] 
Wilnm, in lliv cbiuiicler iif a;i EdinburgI 

■I f„f vBloni'i duzUiij; m 

Up 111 liin hrighl mrririlnn had ntii. 
And liki' R'nownnl Qiiiiolo and his iqui 
Sporli and advt'iilimui nerc our bdIc duai 
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8 tumbled afker lamps, and lost tiieir lustres, 
doomsday when the stars shall IibII in clusters, 
incy paint what daazUng glory grew, 
christal gems, when Phoebus came in idew : 
shattered orh ten thousand fragments strews, 
tnew Sun in every fragment shews." 

end their frolic, or, perhaps, to escape its con- 
Dces, Fergusson proposed, that without going 
. they riiould start off to Domfnes, on a visit 
dr old friend Charlie Salmon. The challenge 
sadily accepted, and away they hied. Salmon, 

of his visitor, introduced him to all the ad- 
I of genius about Dumfries, in whose society 
and qmte another Edinburgh, of high delight 
linous excess. Ills reminiscence of the banks of 
ith was however of a different sort from that of the 
plains ; for in the hour of parting, being pressed 
ve some memorial of his Nithsdale excursion, 
)te on the instant (as he did most of his pieces) 
Ilowing complimentary verses : they have not 
red in any collection of his works, nor indeed 
at, unless it may have been in the Dumfries 
ly Magazine, which the writer of the present 
ir has no opportunity of consullmg. He is 
adebted for them to a manuscript copy taken 

time, by one who had he pleasure of seeing 

^son, when on this poetic ramble.* 

• 

nd the honour of following closer on his footsteps, 

wy one of all the Scottish bards who intervened 

-en him and Bums* Mr. Scott, in his notes to the 

of the Lake, speaking of the ceremony of shoot- 

h2 
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^ I'ersei <m viiUiHg Dumfries, 

'I'hf ^Iji, »iin*, in sonie canny hour, 
' To lionnv Nith haV t&*cn a tour, 

\Vlu'ro lionnv blinks the cawler flowV 

Uctidc the strmm 
; Anil, sportive, tliorc haV shawn thoir \ 

' In fairv (Irt'am ! 

Mud Kirkhill* hen> but kent the gaet, 
llu- hoaiitii'd on Duinfric* tliat wait, 
IK'M ni'vor turuM hi« cankcrM )Mte. 

O* »alirc keen. 
When ilkn thing's sac trig and feat 

To please the een. 

1 k(*ii. the stirrah loo*d fu* weel 
Aiiiiiiii', till* drinking loons to reel ; 
Oil clnrct linmn or porter sweel, 

\Vhllk ho coa'd get 
' AftiT n shnnk o' Uvf he'd p(*el, 

HiMCraig to whet. 

Mar>lml.s uiul lUinhbvst then had fund 
[ SoiDi' kitchen t^ude to lay the grand, 

J And ('lit<>irnx* niitf^wi' skill to hund, 

And fle^' awa 
'I • Tlie hoart-scad, and a scud o' wund 

Frae staniack raw * 

in^ for the silver gun at Dumfries, says, "it ii 
jf'ct (»f un excellent Scottish (weni, entitled 
Gun, IHOH, b\ ^Ir. John Alayne, which surj 
J I j etlurta of KcTgussou and comes near those of 

* Churchill the satirist. 
 t The chief innkee]K>rs in Pumfries« 
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Had Hoiioe liv'd* that pteaaant sinner, 
Who loo'd gade wine to synd hit dinner. 
His muae, tbongb dowf, tiie dell be in her, 

Wi'fattOiestsang, 
Tlie drink wad round PamaMiis rin her 

Ere it were lang ! 

Nae mair he'd song to aold Mectenas • 
Hie blinking een o' bonnj Venus ; 
His leave at ance he wud lia'e ta'en us 

Pqrdarethere, 
Whidi Jove and a' his gods still rain us 

Frae year to year ! 

O ! Jove, man f gie's some orro pence, 
Mair siller, and a wee mair sense, 
I'd big to yon a rural spence. 

And bide a' simmer ; 
And cauld frae sanl and body fence 

Wi* frequent brimmer ! 

R. Febgusson. 

Towards the end of 1773, Fergusson published a 
}llection of his poems, including such pieces as had 
ppeared in Ruddiman's Magazine, and a few others* 

** Auld Reikie" the first canto of an intended poem 
f some length, followed ; it was dedicated to Sir 
iTilliam Forbes, the friend and biographer of Dr. 
Seattle, but, as Dr. Irving tells us, that worthy 
laronet despised 

" The poor ovations of a minstrers prabe." 

He was even, it seems, offended at the liberty which 
'ergusson had taken, in dedicating it to him with 
•ut permission. 

H 3 
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Tlie dissipated course of life which bad now 
been habitual witli Fergoason, began, mk la 
hasten towards its natural termination. Hi 
frame, never very strong, became broken an 
elated ; his mind lost all coherence, and sm 
weakness into a state of utter lunacy : fear 
future returned and usurped entire dominion 
disordered intellects. Religion was now his onlj 
anfl the Bible, as with Collins, his constant com] 
J'hc few unpublished manuscripts which he ha 
J ]>ossessiun lie committed to the flames, and I 

consolation which the recoUeclion of his 
si'emrd to aflbrd him, was, that it had never bet 
titutetl tu the service of vice or irrellgion. 

From this afHicUng state of mental alienatioi 
))erienccd a temporary relief and began agun tc 
friends. One night however he had the misfo 
fall from a staircase, and was carried home in a 
insensibility. Frenzy ensued, and as his poor 
ysht not in circumstances to command the att 
recjuisite, in her o^n house, she was under the 
necessity uf removing him to the public Asylun 
of his most intimate friends, having watched i 
opportunity, found means to convey him thi 
decoying him into a chair, as if he had been aboi 



I 



* " He had withdrawn from study, and t 
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le crcning viiit When Ihej hid irachiHl the place 
of theii dcstinalian, all nai »iapl in piofound .lilcnce. 
Tlie poor joalb eottncd the dismal nian»Qn ; he ciisl 
bit cje> nildl; ■rODnd and began to petcei'c bis 
teal HlDBlion : the discoiery awakened eveiy feeling 
of his lool. He maei a hideous shoal, whieh being 
letuniHl by the wretebed mhnbilanls of everf celt, 
echoed along Ibeiaulled roofs, sod produced in Ihe 
miods nf his coiapanions »mliinenb of unspeekible 

When he was aflemards visited bj hu inotliei and 
airteis, Ihey found him Ijmg in his cell, calm and col- 
lected. He eiptpued a perfect knowledge of liii 
melancholy condllioD ; lecBlled la their lecollection 
a prrsentunent which be bad often felt, of liiua ending 
bis days ; hut cndenromed la comfort them with u- 
larences of his hdng humanely used in the Aijlnm. 
At parting, he entreated his sister to come and fire- 
qoently sit by him, in ordfr to dispel the ginom 
which ofcrcBst hia mind. Bat, alu ! Ihey parted 
■eret to meet Kgiun. A few days after, the mekn- 
choly tidiDg* cwne, that poor Feigasian had breath- 
ed bb lut. He died on the 161b of October, 1774, 
in the twenty'Sflh year of his age. His remaim 
were interred in the Canongale cburch-yard. 

Id a poetical will and codicil, which Ferguison 
published Ihe year before bjs death, he bad canitded 
the task of writing bis epitaph to one of his most in- 
timate companions, William Greenlaw.t 

• Irying, 

t The following notice of Greenlaw appeared in 
the Edinburgh Magazine and Review, a few weefci 
ifler his death. 
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" lA*t honest GkcdUw be the staff. 
On which I lean for epitaph i 
And that tlic Muses, at my end. 
May know I had a learned friend, 

" Died, at Edinburgh. Mr. WilUam < 
prL'achor uf the gospcJ, in the sixty third yc 
ago. Though he followed not the profi 
which he was bred, he was deeply skilled ini 
the few discourses he composed, discovered 
dance of matter tliat would have sparklec 
entire volumes of modem sermons. His vie 
astronomy and all tlie branches of mathemi 
{irofound and uncommon, but he meant ( 
distinguish himself by Ids knowledge of thi 
languages : the study of them was the great 
his life, and the progress he made in them 
portioned to his acuteness and assidui 
taught them privately in Edinburgh, abov 
years ; and there was so little jealousy in h 
that he freely bestowed Ids knowledge 
teachers who wished to profit by his coi 
tions. What peculiarly distinguished hin 
flow of inijlVensivc humour ; a gift rarely ; 
by the natives of Scotland. His heart was v 
opt*n, his social spirit unbounded. Of i 
]>rofessed a contempt, and he refused a livh 
his friends would have pressed upmi him. 
ambition to excel, he was yet careless of hi 
tion ; conscious of his own merit, he allows 
judge of him as they pleased. His manx 
simple, his figure ungainly. In a licentibv 
made a vow of chastity, and what is more m 
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Whafte'er of chsncter he's teen. 
In me thro* hmnoar or chagrin ; 
I ciaTe his genius may nanate in 
The strength of Ciceronian Ijatin.' 

Greenlaw, ^however, died without peifonumg the 
endly office thus beqneatiied to him. The loss of 
fgosson was, faideed, not unlamcnted by his poeti- 
I contemporaries. The press teemed with affectionate 
imtes to his memory. One of the best of these, 
itten by Mr. Tait, author of the Gtos <f Morar, is 
nmonly appended to the editions of Feigusson's 
iks. Mr. Wood, the respectable comedian of the 
inbnrgh theatre, who ranked among tiie most es- 
med £nends of Fergu&son, tendered some lines 
lich might have supplied ** honest GraenlawV 
liflslon ; but though of connderable merit, they haye 
sn hitherto passed unnoticed by all Fergusson's 
igraphers. 

IJpttapfc xnitndMifoT the late Robert Ferguswn. 

lid Nature smil'd upon her sportive bard, 

it Fortune from his sight her blessings hurl'd, 

s spirit madderud at the lean reward, 

irst from its bonds, and left th' ungrateful world. 

W. Woods. 
Fergusson has thus commemorated hb regard for 
r. Woods, in his will : — 

kept it. The last years of his life were rather 
fortunate ; the constant use he had made of his fa- 
ties seems to have impaired them. But he had 
t the misery to survive their extinction ; death came 
bim when his friends wished for it" 
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*' By special grant of the Managen 
To Hubert Burns, — who erected this sto 
This burial-place is ever to remain saciec 

memory of 
Robert Fcrgusaou.*' 

How fondly Fergusfion was beloved by hi 
wa^ c'vinccii in a very remarkable mann 
circumstance which occurred shortly a 
(lo<itli ; anil wliich shews, that though he n 
hv ranked amongst tlie neglected sons oi 
llioso wlio shared his intimacy are least U 
])r()ach(>«l witli tliat neglect. Among his i 
^ny associates, many, doubtless, were un] 
tliiuiigh utter heedlessness ; but there wen 
wiio only wanted the ])owcr, to have made th< 
sacrifices fur tlie sake of Ibcir ingenious friend 
was one who lived to have that power, and he < 
it nobly* He was a young gentleman of t 
of Bumct. Having gone out to the East Ii 
soon found himself on tlic road to affluence 
nienibering the less fortunate situation of tl 
whom he admired above all others, he sent I 
a cordial invitation to come over to India ; 
out Uiemodc by which the requisite pcrmissi 
1)0 obtained ; and at the same time^ en 
draught for one hundred pounds, to defray 
pcnses of liis outfit. A generous deed ! ] 
it cauic too late. — It fell " as a sunbeam on ' 
vd blossom." Before tlie letter arrived, p 
gusson had breathed his last. Deeds, like 
rare in the history of youUiful attaclimei 
cxampled, perhaps, in the chances of hombl 
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salion, sueli a plenitude of fancy a 
tum, tbatt when 1 call the happy period of our in- 
taiconne to my niemoi;, I feel myself in a state of 
dcliriom. I was, then, yonngec than him by eight 
oi ten yean; but bU manner was ao felicitous, that 
be ennplnred every penon around him, and infused 
into the heart! of the young and old, theapiritand 
animatian which operated on hij own mind.'" 

It is bat loo ttue. that theae great aoclal qunlili- 
cations alienated him from habits of temperance and 
■obiiety, " without which," as one of his biographers 
justly remarks, " no character can be propoaed as an 

* Cnnie'i Life of Burns. 
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riample worthy of imiUlion." Yet^ moc^ ai 
ancc surely must be made for the imfbrtaMie 
cuiu>Uuices in which Fergusson was plaoed. « 
loft him, at an age which is a ciisu in die lifCi • 
men, without any fixed object of honoonMe pvM 
as a ship without a rudder, to be toaied to aa 
by i'very passing wind ; much aUowaaoe, too, foi 
soverei^m |>owers of that juice, of wUch Ferga 
has sung as he felt : — 



c«. 



whose care-controufing pow*n 



Ciiuld ev'ry human misery subdue. 

Ami wakv to sportive joy tlie leisoie hours. 

That to the languid senses hateful grew.** 

It is also due to the cliaractcr of FcTgusson, to 
M>rvo, that whatever sacrifices his habits of dia 
tit in involvcil, that of a spirit of independence 
mit among the ntnnber. *' He never disgraced 
Mum.' with the servile strain of pancg\-Tic ; he fiat 
fd nil illiti-r.ito |>L-er, nor sacrificed his sincerity 
onliT to advance hU interest.*' * Such is the 
uuHgr uf a ^iriter, ^^h^n^: testimony, on the subj 
1 (]ui.to the inure willingly, that it may serve ton 
toracta liar>h ami extremely inconsistent asser 
uf lilt (iwn. in anotbcr place, that Feigcsson, ii 
his t'liiuts wen* in an exhausted state, "had 
cour>e to mean and desjiicablc shifts." Ilad tl 
been even some colour of pn'tence for the imp 
tiun. we might again say to this wTiter, in hb i 
wonis, — " Yet over hUjrailtiet, let humitnityirofat 

* In'ing. 
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Att vbrtitm only te remember^, lit kif 9ke$ iUk 



m apprectttiDg Ifae poetical genius of Fefgoswn, 
fc oa^t to be recollected/' saji Dr. Ctinie» rery 
lly, " fliat his poems are tbe efTosions of an irre* 
ar, tiioogh amUble, yonog'^nian,'' who '* wiote 
his amusement, in the intervals of business or dif^ 
ation." . They were all, with Teiy few exoeptioiis, 
rt as the impulses which gave rise to them wen 
mentaiy ; hit oiF at onoe, and seat for pobBcatioii 
tbe anpolished state in 'which they first came fiom 
pen. ''AuidBOtte^" the loii|^ of his poems, 
Jmost the only one which was begmi on an extend- 
plan. JtwasoriginalIyofferedasafiiitCanto;biit 
rer recafed any imp<^tant additions. 
Ihhongh, therefore, we must expect to meet, in 
rgosson's works, with many instances of erode 
•Qgfat and faulty expression, and, perhaps, with little 
that reach of imagination which belongs to vigorous 
i continued exertion ; yet, if we would describe 
rgosson by those qualities by which he will be 
st recognized by bis admirers, we must speak of 
; ease and sprightliness of hb manner, the fide> 
^ of his delineations of men and manners, the fan- 
with which he has embellished, and the just ob- 
vatjonwith which he has enriched, tliem. 
Uu best poems are those in the Scottish language. 
we except his Last Will and the Codicil, his Epilogue 
the Edinburgh Buck, and Verses written at the Her' 
.age of Braid, none of his English productions rise 

* Life of Fcrgusson. — Original Edition, p. 35. 
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uhovo luciliocrity. It woultl srem, hoirewr, thattfab 
p.Ti-M' Io^s from a want of u perfect acquuntuire villi 
thf Kiiiilish langiiSj^o, as many pasagei which may 
rank u iili the purest speciracns of Engluh clauie poetiy 
M'Tvv tu >hcw : than from his having pi c fciitd hv nalKc 
tiincue fur rooM of his happier tliemes, and puticolarij 
those w Inch related to Seottish life and mumeis. 

"The popularity of his Scottish pornu,*' sajtlr- 
\in^. " is a strong proof of their intrinsic merit.*' A 
>ironi:er coulil not be wished. ** In that part of the 
ioiaml," he add.<, ** where their beauties can be pro- 
perly undi rstotnl and n^lished, few productions of a 
>iinilar <lo>cription have been so univeisally adnured; 
tliey are nMd hy people of every denomination." 

Dr. Cuirie» and Dr. Imng after him, consider " The 
Farmer^ Ingle" as the ** happiest of all Feipusoa's 
])riHltictions." It (possesses indeed superior merit, and 
aeipiires an additional interest from having undonbt- 
edl\ sn^^oslod to Bums, the subject of hb ad minble 
IKMMU of the Cottfr'i Saturdaii KigkU The distnce 
tietvieen tlie two poi^nis is, howe\-er, great ; and one 
may hv excused for seeking a better comer^stooe ten 
Fergussoii's poitiral reputation, than ** The Fanner i 
Iiii:le." Bums ha't surpassed Fcrgusson in hb deli- 
neation of the rural fireside, for one reason among 
others, that he knew it better. Fergussson, who had 
lived about town and college from hb inftncy, was at 
home in describing the incidents of a town life, wdA 
as the Dat\ Days, the King^s Birth Day, the £iceCb«, 
J.eith liaca, and The Hallow Fair ; but he went from 
it, when he took a ramble in fancy to *' The Farmei's 
lii^le," where he had never been but a passing visitor, 
reihaps no lietter proof of this could be adduced than 
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the fiwC, Hmk Fogmtoiiy in ftttemptiog a pictnra of 
tfae ineideiitt whidh fill ap the eveniag houn maAtt 
IhoiDof of aScottMb fumer, tbtmSd liame omitted a 
ijwiaiiitnui ao pecnliaily chaiactoriatic of thii walic 
i» fife, aad of iHiidi Bums has made so sublime a «te» 
aa 1i» peffomaace of efteaiBg wonlup. Thb fioas 
and eieellent practice had begun to be much no- 
^ected in oor towns* even in Feignsson's time ; bat 
was then, as it is now, very g^nemlly observed by 
the inhafaitavts of the coontiy, particolarlj those of 
the western coonties. 

*■ O Scotland ! mudi I loiv diy tranqoil dales ; 
Bat most on Sabbath eve, when low the son 
Slants thiooi^ te nplaad copse, 'tis my delight. 
Wandering, and stopping oft, to hear the song 
Of kindred praise arise ftom humble rooft." 

Groftame. 

Had Fergnsson often passed hb nights under such 
roofs, it b scarcely conceivable that this " simple 
service," the source of so many pleasing and poetic 
leflections, would not have found a place among hb 
reminiscences : the want of it forms a great deficiency 
in the poem, and would alone be a sufficient reason 
for not regarding " Jlie Farmer*i Jngle" as " the 
happiest of all hb productions." 

** Hame Content," a satire, and " Lelth Races," 
aie either of them well entitled to take the precedence 
of " The Farmer's Ingle." They surpass it both in 
melody of numbers and in guety of fancy, and are 
not inferior to it in circumstantiality of painting. In 
all hb works, Fcrgusson has nothing finer than the 
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" Tlic Arno nnd Ihc Tib«i, lang 
llac run full clear in Itumnn sang ; 
Bnl, Mivi- )lie rei'ri-nce of llie scboois 
Tlii'^'n' bailli but lifelcw ilowj pools. 
'Dtiiiglit Uicy coinparc wl' bonnj' Twee 
Ai clou u ony lamiuer-bekd ! 
Ocmc ibeir allures miur sweet ocgay 
'I'linii Forth*'] loughs, or buki o' Taj 
niio" UicTo llie lioidi can jink lUe ihm 
'Msug lliriving vine* and myrtle how'r 
And UIhw Ihc rccd to kittle HtraitiSi 
Wliiln L-cliu's tongue commendi tlieir [ 
like nur'a, tlicj canna warm the henrl 
Wi' siniplfi saft bewitching nit. 
On Lrnilcr liBughs anil Yarrow biapi, 
Aicndiui lionis wad tyne tlieir liyi, 
Tu hl'Dr Ihc tnair melodious sounds 

Curai 



The 3 



And a' jour springs delightfu' lowae. 
On Twccda's banks, or Cowden know 
That, taen wi" Ihj enchanting sang, 
Our Scottish lads ma; rouod je thran 
>'d, they'll never fash again 
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Soon irill Ihey goeaa ye only wear 
The simple garb o' Sifllure hrro ; 
Mait cornel J far, uid fiir lo sighl, 
Whui in hei my clcelhing dighl, 
Than in dii^ii>e ye nis before 
On Tiber's or on Arno's shore. 

O BsflgoBT I* now the bills and diles 

Nae nmii gie back Ihy lender- lales I 

Tic bitki on Yun>» now deplore 

Th J mouenfu' mns" baa left Ihe shore ; 

Near whal bright bam or crystal spring. 

Did yon your wmsDiae whistle faing ? 

The muse simll (here. «i' wafry e'e, 

Gie the dank iwaird a tear for thee ; 

And Yarrow's geaias, dowy dame ! 

Shall there forget her blude-slrain'd itieam. 

On Ihy sad grate to seek repose, 

Vihh' raoiiro'd her fate, eondoi'd her woes." 

In the poem of " Leith Kacei," u well u tbal of 
•■ The Farmer's Ingle," Fergouon has thehaDourof 
banng Bums foi an imitator The comoieDcenieut of 
Ihe BiJy Fair is aa close a copy of the opening alanzas 
of " Leith Races," as can well be conceived ; indeed, 
none bat a genius, bold in its own sbengtb, coald 
bare lentnred on sach an appropriation. Fergusian 
thus commences ; 

" In July month, ae bonny moni. 

Whan Natuie'i lokelay green 
Was spread o'er ilka rigg o' com, 

* Hamilton of Bangout. 
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To charm oar roving e'en ; 
Glowring about, I saw a qaean» 

The fairest 'neath tiie lift. 
Her een were o* the siller sheeny 

Her skin like snawy drift, 

Sae wMte that day.** 

Tlic Nynipli having accosted him, be thus 

joins : 

** And wha are ye, my winsome dear. 

That takes the gate sae early ? 
Wharc do ye win, gin ane may apeir ? 

For 1 right mickie ferly, 
Tliat sic braw bnskit laughing lats, 

Iler bonny blinks should ^e. 
An* loiip, like Hebe, o'er the grass. 

As ^1 anton and as free, 

Frae dule this day. 

" I dv\all ainang the caller springs, 

Hiat wcet the Land o' Cakes, 
An' aftvn tune my canty strings, 

At bridnb and late wakes* 
They ca' inc Mirth ; I ne'er was kend 

To grumble, or look sour ; 
But blvth wad be a lift to lebd, 

Ciif ye wad sey my pow*r. 

An' pith, this day." 

" A bargain be 't, and by my fegs, 

Gif ye will be my mate, 
Wi* you I'll screw the cheery pegs. 

Ye shanna find mo blale ; 
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We'll reel and mmble thro' the sands. 

And jeer m* a' we meet, 
Nor hip the daft and gleesome bands. 

That fill Edina's sheet, « 

Sae thrang thu day." 

e following is the exordinm of the " Holy Fair :** 

** Upon a simmer Sunday mom. 

When Natare*s foce is- fair, 
I walked forth to view the com. 

An' snuff the caller air. 
The rising sun o'er Galston muirs, 

Wi' glorious light was glintin ; 
The hares were hirplin down the furs. 

The lav'rocks they war chantin, 
Fu' sweet that day. 

As lightsomely I glowr*d abroad. 

To sec a scene sae gay. 
Three hizzies, early at the road. 

Cam skelpia up the way ; 
Twa had manteeles o' dolefu' black. 

But ane wi' lyart lining, 
Tlic third tliat gaed a wee a back. 

Was in the fashion shining, 

Fu' gay that day, &c." 

^^or can it be said, that, in this instance, Bums 
improved on his model ; the superiority lies de- 
•dly with Fcrgusson. 

lie " Mutual Complaint of Plainstanes and Caose- 
r," another piece of great merit by Fergusson, 
>ears also to have given Burns the idea of his 
:ra of the Twa Brigs, The manner in which he 
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j&tt\i iiiaiiv ti«. t v> Ilia TTotik A«KUh ac&tiovy 

'Jlic spacious street and p/auutanM, 
Wero never luard to crack but ancs, 
Whilk. happened in the hinder night, 
.11 AVhan Fraser's ulie tint its Ught : 

Of Highland sentries, nane were wan] 
To hear their cronies glibly taukia : 
For them this wonder might bae rotten, 
And, like night robb*ry, been forgotten, 
ifad na a cadie, wi' his lanthom, 
]3een gleg enough to hear them bant'rh 
Wlia cam to me ndst morning early. 
To gic me tidings o' this ferly. 

Yc tauntin loons, trow this nae joke. 
For ancs the ass of Balaam spoke, 
Ikttcr than lawyers do forsooth, 
For it spake naething but the troth ; 
Whether they follow its example. 
You'll ken best whan yon hear the sam 

That Bums should have taken the work 
gusson so often for his guide, is as high a 1 
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It has been observed as somewhat remarkable, 
that Fergasson, though peculiarly distinguished for 
the harmony of his voice and the delicacy of his ear, 
never paid any serious attention to song writing. — 
Bums was the favorite child, for whom the Muses 
had reserved this department; and Fergusson, in 
sympathetic obedience to their decree, attempted 
not to trespass upon it His mind was probably of 
too quick and epigrammatic a turn to fall into that 
simple flow of impasssioned feeling which constitutes 
the essence of song wridng. 

In all the works of Fergusson, indeed, the effect 
umed at and produced, is rather to please the fancy 
than touch the heart. In his Ode to the Bee, he has 
himself supplied us with the genuine character of 
hb Muse : 

*' Like thee, by fancy wiog'd, the Muse 
Scuds ear* and heartsome o*er the dews, 
Fu' vogie and fu' blyth to crap 
The winsome flow'rs frae Nature's lap j 
Twining her living garlands (here. 
That lyart time can ne'er impair." 

D. C. 



\Vii.i.i\M J L' 1.1 US ^I It RLE was bom at La 
Diinifrieshirc, on tlic 39th of Sept 1754 
i * the thinl son of the Rev. Alex. Micklet 

I«ingholiD, who had been prerionsl j a picM 
the diucnters in London ; and snperiiil 
transUtion of Baylc's Dictionary, to wfaici 
to have contributed the greater part of tfa 
al notes. William Julias was edocated alo 
hrotlicraat the grammar school of Lan^ioh 
almost all distinguished poets, is sdd to hai 
trajed indications of his being bom of tbc 
He loved to read poetry, and like Pope wai 
with Spenser ; nur could he renst a Dalm 
to imitate the object «»f his admiiation. 
is e&tant however to Uiew that he cstaifa 
claim to rank with Windsor^s baid, amoii 
celebrei ; and it may be presamed, that 1 
tions of iMickle's boyhood were in no rei 
rior to tlie common run of puerile conpoai 
Mr. Micklo. the father, becomins seed 
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^a oompetBilt prp^denpy In Jbolb llie Ia&i and Qtetk 
iMigoagefl.. 

Two yean after tiw Ber. ]|fe.J|lic]U« came to re- 
. aide at Edmburgb^ hb brother-in-lafr, a farower in tbe 
ndghbonriiood of that cky, died ; and Mr. Mid^ 
eapbail^ed the <4ttef part i^ lus fbitmie ht ihe piuphaae 
^ the brewerj, the hiuiiieai of whidi he oontiiiaed 
ja the name of his. eldest acm. WUliam JfuUtu, ,psm 
iim hiaiUbeenth year, waa alap taken fBom school to be 
^«D^»ioyed a8.a cledk m.<tfa$ estab l is hme nt :I|a le- 
jwalwrd , in this aitoaUQn ti9 Mp, tirentj-fint year, 
iplKii an arrangement was. made by which the.wMe 
llMNujga^and property of the bieweiy were Uansfeficd 
kif^}unkf on condition of granting Ins father tihiia of 
jgilui profits daring his life, and payii^ %cert^ fwa 
^ to brothers and sisten^ at stated periods^ (|l^^ his 
Jktfaer's decease, which happened witlun three years 
alter. 

Family considerations, more than any, inclina^on 
lor trade, are said to have induced Mickle to fall in 
with this plan of life. Althoogh he had left school, 
not for the university, but the counting-desk, he had 
continued in private to pursue his literary stadies with 
the greatest ardour, and has been often heard to. de- 
clare, that before he was eighteen, he had written, two 
tragedies and half an epic poem ; all of which he 
consigned to the flames. Nor did tlie weightier con- 
cerns which now devolved upon him, at all estrange 
him from his favorite studies. Several poetical pieces 
£rom his pen appeared from time to time in the 
Seoi** Magazine ; and two of these, one, " On passing 
through the Parliament Close at Midnight ;\ and the 
other, entitled " Eoiowledge, an Ode }** were reprinted 

PjIRT 4.] K 
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indillVrcnt. Mickle, not disheartened, wrot 
to l^rd Lyltciton, esteemed the politest schc 
time, in which, assoming the name of Willn 
he begged his lordship's candid opinioii of t 
*' It is," he said, " the work of a joimg nan, i 
and unknown ; but were anofber edition to 
honour of Lord Lytteiton's name at the bend 
dicalion, such a pleasure would enable me to 
a much better dress than what h now appi 
He concluded with requesting, that his I 
answer might be left for bim at a coffee-] 
Holbom, where he had directed one of his 
then in London, to call for it 

While Mickle*s vidons of poetical vena 
thus under a cloud for the moment, sometfai 
worse had happened to his worldly concen 
poet, as may readily be imagined, proved 
indifferent brewer : be left the business to i 
who are said to have abused bis confidence, b 
only fault probably was, that they ooold nol 
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:Me ; and, in oider to avoid a thveatened airett, 
wna undelr the painftil neceauty of leaving hb home 
the month of April, 1769. 
)n th« 8th of Maj following,. Midde arrived in 
idon, less dejected in spirits, than strong in the 
>e so natural to a young and vigoiDos mind« that 
his great mart for talent some new line of life wonU 
edily open to him, by wiiicfa he might yet repair 
his losses, discharge Ms debts, and relieve his fa* 
y from the distress hi which his fiuhire and the 
isequent dispersion of the family property most 
^e involved th^m. Nor did fortune seem to smile 
rene. He had the pleasure of finding an answer 
iting for him, to the letter which he had seat 10 
rd Lyttelfon. It was polite and enooucagfng. 
I lordship assured him, that he thoaght his ge- 
IS in poetry deserved to be cultivated ; but wouid 

advise (he republication of the poem without 
isiderable alterations. He declined the offer of a 
lication, as a thing likely to be of no use to the 
hor " at nobody minded dedications ;" but sug- 
ted that it might be of some ' use, if he were to 
oe and read the poem with his lordship, when 
y might discourse together upon its merits. In 

mean time, he exhorted JVlickle to endeavour to 
[uirc greater harmony of versification, and to take 
e that his diction did not loiter into prose, or be- 
ne hard by new phrases or words unauthorised by 

usage of good authors. In answer to this con- 
ccnding, judicious, and truly friendly letter, Mickle 
>rmcd his lordship of his real name, and enclosed 
»ther specimen of his poetry, entitled " PolUo, an 
giac Ode, written in a wood near Rosiin Castle, on 

K 2 
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any niing (ii iiic Kina m iiic r^ngii^ii langua 
interview lierc sou^lit for took place in the 
reliriiary, 1761-. Ilis lordship received Mi( 
tho utniobt politeness and aflTubility, begged 
1 i to lie discouraged at such difficolties •• eve 

author must expect to encounter, but to cnl 
very promising poetical powers ; addhigy wit 
bitual condescension, that be would bei 
schoolmaster. 

Mickle, with Lord Lyttelton for hb p«) 
pr(H:cptor, thought hb fortune, as a maa of lei 
made. After several other interviews and mai 
lent lessons in the poetic art from hb l(»dship, 
hinted a wish to send forth avolumetothe woili 
submitted, for hb lordship's final approval, tl 
which he designed should compose the virfuiii^ 
"lVovidencc"greatly amended since its first ap| 
" Pollio," and « An Elegy on Mary Queen o 

Lord Lyttelton communicated hb judge 
this |)Tojccted volume, in a long letter to H» 
which, after much praise of the first two pie 
]>ointing out some emendations of which tl 
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likkle Uowed with sttbnuMkm to his lordthip's 
mkA ; wuA, after a short tine, tent bfan aiiothar 
py ol ** ProTideiioe,'' ]iii{noTed aocoidiiig to bis 
|gestioiis» as also an *' Ode on May Day/' which 
hoped, his loidship would deem fit to supply the 
ne of the Elegy whidi he had rejected, 
[lie manuscript of "Prondence" wasietmiiedby the 
Ue Clitic, so maiked and blotted as to be scarcely 
y longer legible. What ojMnion he expressed of Hie 
w Ode does not appear, bat it was, in all pro- 
bilily, equally unlkTOurable, for, horn this moment, 
i whole scheme of publication fell to the gronnd. 
•spairing of ever pleanng his fastidious patron, 
idde abandoned the attempt; and no Toliimeof 
ems ever appeared. 

To Mickle, this was a severe blow. He had been 
w two years about town, without any other means 
subsistence, than the scanty remuneration which 

received for some occasional contributions to tiie 
sgazines, and some remittances from his brothers ; 
vays looking forward, and leading his friends to 
)k forward, to the publication of the projected 
Inme, as the means cf extricating him from his 
ficulties, and giving him that name in the world, 
lich would lead ultimately to independence. The 
'ourable opinion of a critic of such rank and repu- 
ion as Lord Ljttelton, and his active influence 
th his friends, could not have failed to usher the 
rk prosperously into the world ; but when, af- 

relying so confidently on both, he founch hira- 
f assured of neither, it is not surprising, that, part- 
in disgust and partly in despair, he should have 
own aside his reed till some happier day. 

K 3 



}iiul s;iMi, that Uv lind resolved to go and pu 
tunc in tlir West Indies ; and re(|ii('Aled 
shi|)'srcr(>iiiiiirn(latii)n to liis brother, Willi 
l.^tteltun, Ks(|., who waa, at t)iat time, 
of Jamaica. His lordship expressed grca 
to asMist his views ; but intimated, that a i 
dation to his brother would be of no real u 
Governor's patronage was generally bes 
before vacancies took place. Jamaica, be 
not, in his opinion, the place for a man o 
abilities ; England was the theatre on whi 
formed to shine ; but here again, unfortui 
lordship could only give him his good i 
his lonlship, being in oppontion, could ; 
vours. In the East Indies, he tliought, hii 
might be of s{)mc service ; but, indeed, he • 
as a friend, advise Mickle to leave Lond 
ho hoped soon to see his " Odes " publi 
mIc of which he would aid with his good c 
'I'll us closed a very mortifying interv! 
which Mickle retired, with a conviction, wl 
one nuist he ready to share with him, thai 
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bad eiparienced, bat co&timied to speak in the 
Mt tespectfol maimer of the advantages which he 
d derived from bb critical lesaom. To this* he 
la |H(Dbably indaoed, as macfa by prudential con- 
lerotSons as by his real feelings on the subject; 
ftg althoQgh no one can well approve of that ex- 
SDC fitttidioasness which Loid Lyttelton displayed 
di respect to Midde's poetry ; a fastidioosness, 
licfa seems to have been indulged quite as much for 
i gratification of the noble critic's own taste, asforthe 
nefit of the author, whose situation may be likened 
diatof the statuary of old, who sunk to the ground 
on want, while the Mecaenas of his day was amns- 
( himself with discovering specks in the marble of 
Nece destined.to "enchant the world ;" although 
: courtesy, which first invited and then trifled 
th the confidence of one, whose success in life was 
pendant on the issue, was, to say the least of it, 
;onsiderate ; yet, so high did Loid Lyttelton's ge- 
ml character stand for good feeling, correct judge- 
■nt, and literary discrimination, that to have pro- 
imed a quarrel with his lordship, would have ex- 
ed against the offcast from his friendship an un^ 
iquerable prejudice in all the world beside. In 
tice to his lordship too, it most be remarked, that 
;r all the circuoistances which might have palliated 
justified bis conduct towards Mickle, an impenctra- 
! veil is cast. We know, neither how much his pa- 
Qce may have been tried by the stubborn vanity 
a young author ; nor how much his sense of inde- 
ndence may have been offended by the want of self- 
;rtion manifest in the whole of Mickle's dangling 

his lordship. We are io no certainty, that his 
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lordbhip WR5 apprised of the full extent of MkUc' 
iicco^tsitii^ ; and still loss ore we tare, that the ic 
quest, wliicli ^\as made in cameit, for a lecominewli 
tion to \\h lonlship's brother, bad not all tiie an of 
iit of spleen, brought on by the blotted atatein wfaid 
■Slickle*!* niamiscripts had been retumed to hb 
Hiere was doubtless, as in all caies, faults on bot 
sides : Mickle may have hoped for too nrach, an 
Lvtiellon may have done less than it was in Id 
p<iwer, ami he was fairly called upon, to do. 

Mii-klo's proy|icets were now so orcrcast, that,beai 
int; that the hituation of corrector to the Claiendai 
Press at Oxford was vacant, he was content tooffie 
liiiiiM'll'a.H a candidate, and having succeeded inobtun 
inv; the ap)M>intnienl, he removed thither in 1765. Dor 
iriiir the same year, he published " Pollio/' the cleg 
which had been so much commended by Lord Lyttd 
ton ; and two years aftiT, "The Concubine," a poem i 
t\%o cantos, in the manner of Spenser. The forme 
did not attract mueli notiee, but nothing could b 
more ilHttcriiig than the reception of tlic latter. 1 
appeared, at first, anonymously ; and while it ic 
maineil so, was ascribed successively to some of th 
most eminent poets of the day. In a short timet ' 
wnit through three editions. 

A desire of gaining a name in the scholasli 
society in which he now mingled, for somethin 
moie to their taste tlian mere poetry, appears totaaf 
witiidrawn Mickle for a time from the service of til 
Muses. A ])r. Harwoocl had published a ad 
'* Translation of the New Testament,'* which, if w 
may adopt tlic account given of it by those whom i 
otl'ended, was so very foolish that it was " scaioel. 
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to read it with gravity." The task of ex- 
lis self-exposed translatioii of the most serious 
>oks, was Ihat by which Mickle essayed to 
for himself the character of a scholar. He 
i a pamphlet, entitled, " A Letter to Doctor 
, wherein some of his evasive glosses, false 
ins, and blundering criticbms, in support of 
1 heresy, contained in his liberal translation 
;w Testament, are pointed out and confuted." 
luction was well fitted to please those for 
was specially intended. It lashed the Ariaa 
much severity, as if, instead of the most 
ae had been one of the most formidable an- 
, the Church had ever encountered ; and it 
sd pertinaciously the comprehensibilitj of 
faith, which it is not permitted us to c^- 
AU this was so much after the usual fa- 
religious controversialists, that it scarcely 
the addition of what is less common with 
espectabie share of learning, and ccmsiderable 
rguroent, to make the Corrector of the Cla- 
ress hailed as a powerful auxiliary, by those 
5e he espoused. His letter was called a 
f Christianity f and it was probably as much 
e-half of the publications which go by that 
at, in reality, it was nothing more than an 
.ttack on a man of singular opinions, who, 
:ounts, only deserved to be laughed at. 
; took a better way, soon after, of evincing 
iment to revealed religion, by writing, *' Vol- 
the Shades, or Dialogues on the Deistical 
rsy." The work shewed all the warmth of 
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latiun of Ihc U 
l,y W. }. .Mickl.'. Hi- hul, il ai>pc« 
)lii» iiniHirlsnl i1i->jgii in liii mind, » 
|inn'il liinii"'lf rnrili dKution, by 
nml'- kliuwti il|!i' uf lllG Poitugucic . 
ti,v. Till' " Lnilad" iinrl hilhcilu i 
|iiit>li[r iDiDt iiiniiTllrd ncf^rct; hi 
Kaiimi, nntl iillii-r crtlici, nhu ilc 
Int^i' lit Tl ll.riiiigh vcr/ faulty ti 
liijo'licv i bill iI apppsrcd la Miditi 
■mill', il n]i[itar In Ilii- wurld, nnc nf ' 
llic viTj linil — iif moilcrn opic pom 
'■ays ni'ickir, " WM Ui<- firil gcnuic 
|iui.'l iithd WMiifl ihi' ntfiilrni K|»c M 
liiiii lilt viralli uf n fliit lovvr : A i 
iiahard of hrfan i "t, nn VolUirr ca 
fsfH-re d^ Ept'ft't, Ami the gnnitpat 
pxiihnr. Iiii^tory) which Hie worlrl In 
A rii}H[;i- iilcrnicd Uia gicat fur i 
Biltciilnrca iif lliis mjagr, throuBh 
dii-itu'il iitinavii^lili' ; llic Eailrrn w 
cnvi'ifil, atui fnr cvrc iniliuoliibly j 
In llir WciCrm ; lli'r (jtnBd INirlugui 
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fouded; the hniMniwtion of «ifi»VwH and 
eaal coBneiee the omseqiieiioe !' What are tlie 
■tmes of an old fiiboloos hero's anival in BriUin^ 
: are Gieece and LtHoB, in anas for a waman, 
pared to this! IVoy Is in ashes, and even the 
Hua emfMre is no more : hot the effects of the 
1^, adrentnresy and biaYeij of the hero of the Ia- 
wHI be folt and bdield, and. perfaiqis increase in 
■teace, while the woild shall remain."—*' Al- 
ffi the sabject of Camnms/* he again ronarks, 
great tnitfa, " be paitiGnlaiiy interesting to his 
trymen, it has also the peculiar happiness to be 
poem of eveiy trading nation. It is the Epic 
I of the Inrth of Gommeroe ; and in a particolar 
ler, the Epic poem of that coontry, which has 
) the control and possession of the commerce 
idia." 

le <mly En^iih vernon which had been made of 
l^osiad was that of Richard Fanshaw, published 
ig the osarpation of Cromwell^ for whom he was 
Asador at Lisbon. It conTcyed, however, but a 
iied idea of the original, and had been the means 
isleading both Voltaire and Kaimes, who knew 
xns only through this disguised medium. In 
^quence of rendering stanza for stanza, it had the 
arance of being exceedingly literal, but was in 
fxoeediugly unfaithful. Uncountenanced by his 
lal, Fanshaw 

teems with many a dead bom jest." 

tiad he the least idea of the dignity of tba epic 
, or of the true spirit of poetical translation, 
leral tianslalion of poetry, as Mickle well ob- 
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M*n'rs, " iM in reality a lolccism. Yon mfty coBime 
vniir author indeed, but if, with tome tnatUtoa, jw 
Ituast tliat you have left your author to apeak fa 
hini>rlf, that yuu have neither added nor diminiilwd, 
yt)u have in reality ji^rossly abased him and deoemd 
voursflf. Your literal translation can have do cUa 

• 

«to the uri<;inal felicities of expression, the energy, eie 
;:anco» and tire of the original poetry. It may bar 
iiidt-ed a n'semblance, but soch a one as a corpie  
ilic srpulclire bears to the former man, when henn*- 
cd in the bloom and vigor of life. 

Nee verhuni vcrlio curabis reddcre, fides 

Intcrprfs 

WHS the tiiMle of the Augustan age. None bat apod 
rnu traiKsIate n poet. The freedom which this pie- 
f('[>t ^ivcs will, therefore, in a poet's hands not oolj 
iiifu.v the energy, elegance, and fire of his author'i 
pi H'try into his own version, but will give it also the 
.spirit of ;in original." 

Such were the views with which Mickle Tcntuitd 
f iR the important task of presenting tlie Lusiad ia a 
IK w dress to the Knj:li!)h public. There was much 
h(iMn('s«; and candour in his avowal of them ; Iwt ao 
one eoidd i>e offended with a writer, for shewing that 
he liHil H proper underbt.indin'; of the task mldch be 
had unilcrtaken. 

After ihsuing his proposals for the translatioa, 
Mickle >ent a small specimen of the fifth book, to be 
inserte<l in the Gentleman's Magazine, in which itsp 
]M'ar|'d iMarch, 1771; and a few months after hi 
piiiiled at Oxford the whoN* of the first book. 

TiicM' s|icciinens met with so much approbatiei 
fiom the literary world, and his list of subscriba 
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tail«d so rapidJy, thai Mtckle fiJt enconraecd (o give 
Mp hu lime entinl; to the compIeUoa of the work. 
^itli IhU view he relinquished his siloalioa at tlie 
I^CUrendiHi Freu, Bnd went to rraide with Mr. Tum- 
flliB*, a fanner at f oicit Hill, about five mUea from 
jgDlford. The lubBCiiptioiiB foi the work, t)eint; after the 
tgood (Hd b^iun paid in advance, h>-' wan placed at 
VSBK a.1 lo hii EipQDsei during thij rctlnmpat, and 
yOna rnabJed la reap Ihe fullest advantige from the 
liienun' and qiiicl vhich it aSoidcd. 

Among Oic perions who inlereaird thetnselvet 
<most in tlioucccH of the work, Uiekic hai etprciHed 
.Jiia particular ubligaliooj to the ingenious Mr. Magul- 
tift, "S 'lie family of the celebrated navigator ; la 
^(Utijr Foilugueiie gentlemen vbo oUiged him wltli 
abnoks and information ; lu Gaveroor Joluutoiu-, 
ff whoje ttncestoii had been the hereditarj palions of 
|f»be ancestors of llio translator," snd to whom " in a 
.gieat measure, llio appearance of Ilic Luslad in Eng- 
.liibiidue." ■'ADd»hJlethos,"tocoDtinuuluhisDwn 
, wonls, " he recollects with pleasure the names of 
.. niBiiy gentlemen from whom he hai received assis- 
Unee or eocouiBgement, he is liappj to be enabled 
ta add Dr, Johnson to the number of those, whose 
Uodness for tlu; man and good wiihcs for Ihc traiu- 
latioD call for his sincereit gralitude." Nor baa he 
omitted  due tribnle to (he memory of Dr. Oold- 
jmitb. He uw a port of the version, but did not live 
^U> racdve llie (bank) of the traoslator. 

BdI tboD^, previous lo publication, Miekle wag 
thus aided bj the countenance of so man; individuals 
dfrmiacncc and weight, he confesses that he was iiol 
Hilhout hij feari fur ihc snlc uf Ihv w»rk. He lhoug)>t, 



Iitth' i;roun'i more wa« lor 5U{«;Hj»ing mat 
li<i(l rj .icIhmI tl-.at Nt^-.u' in tho tiino of Mickt 
muuv avlmii:ibic | oi-ms which linvc appear 
tlu- half ct.iiturv which has since eUpsed 
growing avidity of the public for poetrj, 
^et incipient taste for other fine arts, attest. ' 
tho tiino» in which wo live, as worse than idl 
gonf before them, is one of the common-ph 
of morbid sensibility ; and Mickle, it wouh 
w-ai not entirely exempt from it. 

Wliilo the translation of the Lusiad was In 
Alickle, to avoid the langonr incident to anil 
occupation, made several stray excursions 
Muses. In 177t2 he formed that collectioi 
tivc poetry, which was publislied in four vol 
George Pearcli, bookseller, as a continoatioi 
>lt'y*s collection, and contributed to it. Iron 
pen, the '* Elegy on Mary Queen of Sco 
*' Ilengist and Mey," a ballad. He sent al: 
other occasional pieces, both in prose and 
the i)erioilical publications. It has been 
[Gent. Mng. vol. LXI. p. 402.] that Mr. £i 
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had so oAer pfetence to antiquity about it, 
tfoi, tiiat it ivas in die spelling of Qoeen Eliaibcth's 
eriod. It is a poetical veruon of the interesting 
•gead |Heaeived in Ashmole's History of Beikshife, 
a^weting tbe tragic hie of the lady of the celebrated 
iul of Leicester, the faroorite of Qoeen Elisabeth. 
A the ballad fkoBi the scarcity of Evans's work b 
Itle kno«ni, and as it fombhes as incidentally 
Hh a Tery happy spedmen of MiclLle's poetical 
Mrefs, its lepetitioB here will not, it is hoped, be 
seoMd oot of place. In the following copy, the 
■tiqiie spdHag is dropped. 

m 

CUMHOB HAU« 

The dews of Summer wgfat did fall. 
The moon, sweet regent of the sky. 

Silvered the walls of Comnor Hall, 
And many an oak that grew thereby. 

Now, nought was beard beneath the skies, 
The sounds of busy life were still, 

 Save an unhappy lady's sighs. 
That issued from that lonely pile. 

" Leicester," she cried, " b thb the love 
'' That thou so oft hast sworn to me ? 

" To leave me in this lonely grove, 
•* Immur'd in shameful privity ? 

** No more thou com'st with lover's speed, 
•* Thy once beloved bride to see ; 

'* But, be she alive, or be she dead, 
*' I fear, stern Eari's the same to thee. 

l2 
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" Not so the usage 1 received, 

" When happy in my father*8 ha)i ; 

" No faithless husband then me grieved, 
" Nu chilling fears did me appal. 

" I roso up with the cheerful mom, 

" Xo lark more blythe, noflow*r more gay ; 

" And like the bird that haunts the mom, 
" So merrily sung the live long day. 

" If that my beauty is but small, 
" Among court ladies all despised ; 

" Why didst thou rend it from that hall, 
" Where, scornful Earl, it well was prized^ 

" And when you first to me made suit, 
" How fair I was, you oft would say ! 

" And, proud of conquest — plucked tlic fruit, 
" Then left the blossom to decay. 

'* Yes, now, neglected and despls'd, 
" The rose is pale, the lily's dead ; 

" But ho that once their charms so priz*d, 
" Is, sure, the cause those charms are fled. 

" For know, when sickening grief doth prey, 
" And tender love's repaid with scorn, 

" I'fie sweetest beauty will decay— 
** What flow'ret can endure the storai ? 

"At court, I'm told, is beauty's throne, 
" Where every lady's passing rare; 

" That eastern flowers, that shame the sun, 
" Are not so glowing — not so fair. 

*' Then, Earl, why didst thou leave the beds 
" Where roses and where lilies vie^ 



« 
« 

(C 

« 
« 

« 



POETS.— WILLIAM JULIUS MICKLE. 113 

*' To seek a primrose, whose pale shades 
Must sicken when those g^des are by ? 

'Mong nural beaaties, I was one : 
Among the fields, wild floweis aie fair. 

Some country swain might me have won. 
And tfaoQ^t my beaoty passing care. 

Bat, Leicester, or I modi am wrong. 
Or 'tis not beauty lores thy tows ; 

Rather ambition's gilded crown. 
Makes thee forget thy humble spouse. 

" Then, Leicester* why, again I plead, 
" (The injured surely may repme). 
Why didst thou wed a country maid, 
'* When some fair princess might be thine ? 

Why didst thou praise my humble charms, 
" And, oh, then leave them to decay ? 
** Why didst thou win me to thy arms, 
" Then leave me to mourn the live-long day ? 

" The village maidens of the plain 

" Salute me lowly as they go ; 
" Envious, they mark my silken train, 

" Nor think a Countess can have woe* 

" The simple nympbs ! they little know, 
" How far more happy *s their estate ; 

** To smile for joy — than sigh for woe, 
** To be content — than to be great. 

** How far less blest am I than them ! 

** Daily to pine and waste with care ! 
" Like the poor plant, that from its stem 

" Divided, feds the chilling air. 

l3 
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" Nor, cruel Ear] ! can I enjoy 

The humble chvnn of soUtade ; 
Your minions proud, my peace destroy, 
" By sullen frowns, or pratings rude. 

" Last night, as sad, I chanc'd to atray, 
** The village death-bell smote my ear ; 
" They wink'd aside and seemed to say. 
Countess, prepare — thy end is near. 

And now, while happy peasants sleep. 

Here I sit lonely and forlorn, 
No one to sootlie mc as I weep, 
" Save rhiloniol on yonder thorn. 

" My spirits flag, my hopes decay, 

" Still that dread death-bell smites my ear, 

" And many a boding seems to say, 
*' Countess, prepare — ^thy end is near." 

Thus, sore and sad, that lady griev'd. 
In Cumnor Hall, so lone and drear ; 

And many a heartfelt sigh she heaVd, 
And let fall many a bitter tear. 

And (*re the dawn of day appear *d, 
in Cumnor Hall, so lone and drear. 

Full many a piercing scream was heard. 
And many a cr^* of mortal fear. 

The deatli-bell thrice was heard to ring. 
An aerial voice was heard to call. 

And thrice the raven flapp*d its winga 
Around the tow'rs of Cumnor Ilall. 

The mastiff howKd at village door. 
The oaks were shattered on the green ; 
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And, in that mBnor, no» no laaie 
Is cheerful fpaat and aprTghllj ball -, 

For ever, since that dresty hour, 
Have spirits haunted CumnorHall. 
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Tlie haunted tow'rs of Cumnor Hall. 

Id 1775, the eotiie lianslation of the Lnsiad at 
aigth mads its appearance, in a qnarto lolumo, print- 
d at Osfotd. To illustrate the poem and vinrlicalc 
s importance, the BUtliot prefiied i first, an Intro- 
action, refuting the opinion of those theorists in 
ohlical philosophy, »lio lament that eitliei of the 
ndies -was ever discovered, and who assert, that com- 
lerce is only the parent of degeneracj and the noise 
frice ; second, a History of the Discorety of India; 
lird, a liistory of the lUso and Fall of the Foiin- 
nesn Empire in the East; fourth, a Life of Camoens ; 
nd lastly, a Dissertation on the Lnsind, and Obser- 
^rralioas upon Epic I'octiy. The tejt of the poem 
as also enriched with many learned and copions 

Tlie volume was, by the adyice of his friend, Cotn- 
rodorc Johnston, dedicated to the then Duke of 
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)nocK'Ui:)i» a nobloiuaii uiuversally esloemed for bii 
ihrral support of ovorv effort calculated to pramoie 
the lumour or advantage of his country. .But chfarr 
from I ho work not boing pmperiy brought under the 
I)uki''> noiico. or from »oine otlior unexplained caoid 
it lirt-w forth no nnrk of favour to the authw; ud 
Mickli-, uiih Io>s pnuience than he cnnced on h'l 
(•otranLomcnt fn»m Ixinl L3 ttclton, resented the nt- 
^hrt hv Mippri*»ing the dedication to his Grace ia 
all iho Mih.oeipicnt editions. AVith the worid, tibe 
('iiii(liK-t of a no:leman of such honourable rcputalNB 
as the Duke uf Bucdeu^h was sure to be open to a 
ihou>and fa\ourahle explanations ; buionly one thiag 
citiiM be inferred, from the mode which the antbor 
tuiik of e\pre>i>ing hi» resentment, namely, that be 
haii Iven imhiced to dedicate the vrork to his GiacVf 
in tlie hope of !>onic reward, which be urns ugiy be 
ilid nut get. Althttugh this is pretty much the case 
^\iih most didieation», it is not usual to be so pUn 



ni avow nig it. 



The appri'hation which the work received from the 
puMie, at all limes the be»t patrons, was such as ta 
make ani|>le amends for this instance of patriciaa 
ne^leet. The fir^t edition of the Lusiad, conusting 
of a thousand co]tie>, had so rapid a sale, that a se- 
cond was called for in June, 1778. The author 
braced the opi>ortunity of making consideiable j 
meats ; and added to tlie notes, a whole treatise 
the religious tenets and philosophy of the Brahmins 

Soon after the first publication if the Lusiad, Mid 
had been advised, by his friends, to try his < 
lents on a Tragedy. Tl:e subject which he ch 
wa> ** the Slece of Marseilles,'* in the reign of Fi 
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CIS the First. The piece being completed, it was 
offered to Garrick for representation. The answer 
retnmed, was in the usual style of managerial refu- 
sals. The " Siege of Marseilles had great merit 
as a poem, but it wanted stage effect.'' It was not, 
however, absolutely rejected, but referred to a sort of 
Committee of Revision, consisting of the two War- 
tons, and Home, the author of Douglas. In com- 
pliance with their opinion, Mickle made great alte- 
rations upon it; and thus amended, Thomas Warton 
recoomiended it in the most earnest manner to Gar- 
rick. Mr. James Boswell also exerted all his influ- 
ence with Garrick to procure a favourable decision. 
*' Permit me now," said he, in a letter to Garrick, 
"again to recommend to your patronage, Mr. 
Mickle's tragedy ; which, I rejoice to hear, has now 
passed through the hands of both the Wartons. By 
encouraging Mickle, you will cherish a very worthy 
man, and I really think, a true poetical genius. Let 
me add, that your goodness to him will be an addi- 
tional obligation to your humble servant ; who will 
venture to say, that you have never had a warmer 
and more constant, or a bolder admirer and friend at 
all times, and in all places, than himself ; though 
you have had multitudes, of greater distinction and 
abilities. All these things considered, I would hope 
that Mr. Mickle, who has waited long in the anti- 
chamber, will soon be introduced, and not be shoved 
back by others, who are more bustling and forward.'* 
The Roscius was, however, not to be won over. 
He still continued fixed in his opinion, that the Tra- 
gedy would not succeed on the stage ; and finally 
declined having any thing to do with it. 
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Alickic ufts greatly irritated at the obstinacjof 
(iHrriik, and Lkmiik informed by some officious per- 
Mtii, that lie had followed his refusal by someexpm- 
sioiiH of personal disresitect, he became so enragedi 
ns to threaten tu write a new Dunciad, of which 
(jiirrick ^h(lnld be the hero. His friend, Mr. Boar 
well, remonstrated with him upon the folly of the 
.'ittenipi, hut he was slow to be dissuaded. "As to 
(iarrick's beini; out of shot reach/' said he, in a 
letter to TMr. B. " let me conjure you not to be of- 
ft luled with me if I tell you, that our opinions dii- 
ii::ree. His ureut abilities, as an actor, are indupu- 
tahle. hut in every other respect he is one of the 
{leoiile. 1 have the happiness to be acquainted with 
sc»me, the greatest part of the literati of England, 
and to a man, they despise him as a critic and author. 
I have littard a name at which Garrick would tremble, 
talk \^i1h ineiTablc contempt of his Jeu de ThM&tre, 
-and the }iiece3 he brings on tlie stage. When I 
lold the name now mentioned, tliat I would attack 
Ganrirk's taste, through the sides of the trash he bat 
lirought on tiie stage, ' there,' said he, *isaBBaaD 
MAHK, and you will hurt him.' " 

Other friends, more considerate than this one, at 
whosc> name Garrick would have trembled, joined with 
iMr. lioswell in deprecating an attack, which, thou^ 
it might do injury to Mr. Garrick, could bring no 
benefit to Mr. Miekle ; and overcome, at length, 
hy their representations, he gave his scheme of resent- 
ment to the winds. 

In 177U, he published a new and amended editioi 
of his popular ])oem of "the Concubine,*' to which, 
lie now gave the name of " Sir Martyn," as the origi- 
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lad been fonnd to convey a very erroneous 
of the subject and spirit of the poem. 
Iistanding the snccess of hu fiterary adven- 
ckle was still dependent on the continued 
if his pen for the means of existence. He 
ed nearly a thousand ^undsfor the iTosiad, 
that sum which he coold spare from his im- 
lecessiUes he appropriated to the payment 
ts and the maintenance of his sisters. Being 
lut any regular provision for the (qtare,' 
endeavoured, about this time, but ineffectn- 
rocure him a pension from the Crown as a 
!tters. It is said, that Dr. Lowth, the 
[iOndon, made an offer of providing for him 
eh ; but that Mickle declined the offer, lest 
Ti support of revealed religion should be 
) interested motives. According to another 

he declined entering into orders, because 
ife was not suited to his disposition ; * and 
tlnnation invulves no such extraordinary re- 
tf feeling as the other, it is that which plain 

probably prefer. 

), he published a pamphlet, entitled ** a 
caminatioD of the reasons for depriving the 

Company of its charter, &c. ; with Stric- 
ome of the self-contradictions and histo- 

of Dr. Adam Smith, in his reasons for the 
•f the said company." 

lonth of May of the same year, his steady 
iiiiudore John;>toD, being appointed to the 



* Anderson. 
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cnmmnndof tlieRomncyinanof war, 
of a snuUI squadron which was destiiK 
lie immediately nominated Mickle to I 
in onlcr that he mi^ht participate in t 
(hat might ensue from prises captored 
llir pIoAsurc with which he accepted 
mciii, was much enhanced by the pi 
^RTu liim of visiting the natiTo shoret 
C'anioons, whither the fame of his 
Hln>ady reached. In November 1771 
Liflbon, and was instantly sought afi 
v:ith every possible mark of respect b 
luihilily, gentry, and literati of I 
Hoynl Academy of Portugal elected 
(if tlicirbudy, and Prince John, Dul 
v^lio jiresidcd on the occasion, prcs 
his fiurlrail, as a token of his particule 

While he remained at Lisbon, th< 
the Driiliant bcrnnie vacant, and th, 
(Irtorinincd to lose no opportunity 
fortune of his ingenious friend, appo 
the situation. 

After a 3'eBr*s absence, tlic squadn 
KnglanrI, and Mickle was appointe< 
London as joint agent, for the dispos 
of valuable ])rizes taken during the ex 

The profits from the whole of thi 
venture were sucli as made Mickle ii 
life. They enabled him to discharge 
ing debts in Scotland, and to make ; 
virion for such of the members of his 
looked u[) to him for support. These du 
he thought he might now without 
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of a teoAeta natora. Be lepafaed to Fo- 
ll,- and- nMffied Maiy the dangbter of Mr. 
Tonkim, ivith whom be tended while tranK- 
he Lmiad ; and, with the object of his affeo- 
be obtnned a coasidereUe addition to his for- 

{le now took a house at Wheatly near Oxford, 
e view of pasnng tiiere iStte lemamder of his 
oomfoft and ease ; bat the isiline and death 
id^er, with whom he was connected as agent 
priaes, and a chaneeiy si^ to which he was 
for recovery of part of Ids wife's fortone, in- 
him in seventl heavy losses, and completely 
1 upon tiiat tranqtulity on which he had fondly 
^d. He still however employed his pen on 
oal subjects. In 1782, he pnUished " The 
:y ef Queen Emma," a ballad, widi an ironical 
, containing an account of its pretended au- 
id discovery and hints for vindicating the 
icity of the poems of Ossian and Rowley, 
contributed a series of Essays, entitled, ** the 
nts of Leo,'' and some other articles, to the 
an IVIagazine. His last production was ** Esk- 
aes," a song written by the desire of a friend, 
oemoration of the place of bis birtlu 
Mickle died after a short illness at Forest 
n the 2Bth of October, 1788, in the fifty-fifth 

hb age, and was buried in the church yard 
parish. He left one son, for whose benefit a 
m of his father's poems was published by sub- 
D, in one volume quarto, 
personal character of Mickle has been very 
Jrawn by two writers. " His manners," says 

4.] M 
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IMr. Ireland, *' wore not of tliat obtrnBre kind, by 
«%hidi many nien of the second or third cider fbiee 
tlionisolvcs into notice. A very dote obsener mi^ 
Iiave passed many hours in Mr. Mickle's compaji 
uiilidut siisjK'cting that he had ever written a Ikiecf 
piK'try. A common physiognomist would have siidi 
that he had an unmasked face. Lavater would have 
Miid othcrv«isc; hut neit)ier his countenance n« 
maimiT-i wi>rc such as attract the muititnde, Wha 
his name was once announced, be has been mon 
than once ask<>d if tlic translator of Camoena inu i^* 
relation to him? To tliis he usaaJIy aniwered, iritha 
^ood naiured smile, that they were of the same la- 
iiiily. Simplicity, unatifccted simplicity, was the 
leading feature of his character. The philosophy of 
Voltaire and David Hume was his, detestation. He 
could not hear tlicir names with temper* For the 
hilile he had the highest reverence, and never sat 
sili'iit \Oien the doctrines or precepts of the Gpspel 
wvw either ridiculed, or spoken of with conterapt*" 

<' IMiekle," says ^^r. Isaac lleed, was'* in every point 
of vi<'w a man of tlie utmost integrity, warm in his 
friendship, and indignant only against vice, irreligioa, 
or meaniiesA. The compliment paid by Lord Lyttd- 
ton to Tliuiiison, might be applied to him with the 
strictest truth : not a line is to be found in his woiks, 
whieli, " <lyiti^, he would wish to blot*' Daring the 
greatest jiart of his life, he endured the pretsnre of 
a narrow fortune without rt*pining, never relaxing la 
liis industry to accpiire, by honest eiertions, that ia- 
de|>endencc which he at length enjoyed. He did 
not shine in cimversatiim ; nor would any penoa 
from his a)){K*arance have been able to form a h- 
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vounble judgement of his talenti. In cveij aitus' 
tion in whicli forlDDe placed liim, lie displujcd hd 
indepeDdenl aplrit iindeb«si?[l by kdj' iDUSnncas, Hnd 
when hU pecuniary circiimfUnceB made him on uuc 
occasion (ee\ a disappDinbnent with some force, he 
even Ihea weoied more uhamed at bii wanl of dis- 
cenunent of chBiacIeT, tliaa concenied for his loss. 
He iceracd In entcrtsio, with icluctance, an opinion, 
that high binticao he united nilh a sordid inind. He 
had, honeier, tlie sitisfactioD otrcflectjng, that do ei- 
Iravagant jiBoegjHc had disgi?ic«l his pen. Con- 
tempi certaini; came lu liis aid, Ihoogh not soon ; 
he wished la forget his credulity and never after con- 
lersed on the subject by diojce. To conciode, bis 
foibles were but few, and those inoifenaivc ; his vir- 
Incs were many and his genius was cnnaidorablc, lie 
lived wiihont n-jitoach, and his memory will ainays 
be cherished by iIiok who were acquainted with 
bim." 

llie poetical fame of Mickic seems, in general es- 
limatioD, lo rest on his being the tramlator of llic 
Lusiad. For, though his oiiginal piecei abound with 
the strongeit evidences of native geiJus, they fade 
from one recollection, when we look to the poetic 
omnipatence tvitb which he has made a poem, tlic 
pride of another language, equally the pride o! oat 
own. It was his ambition, " to give a Poem that 
might live id the English language," and he has done 
BO. MidMi I'lmad h universally allowed lo be 
only inferior to, PofH'i Iliad, and it already rivals it 
in popularity. The time is not peihsps far distant 
when it may be even more generally lead. Hornet 
baa been highly pnised for his judgement in the >e- 
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Itrction of a subject which mtemled hit coonti jf ; 
Imt it certainly is not from theintnvst he iBi|Nreia te 
simply for the beauty of his poetry, thmt be h m 
and admired in modern times. When, theiefiBR,ncl 
a poem as the English Lusiad cornea into die field o 
coiii|HMition, a poem which not only poiMci alltiai 
living interest which the Grecian epic ku lost, ha 
is nearly if not fully equal to it in those poeticnl china 
which arc " for all time ;" it seems not imreasonabli 
to anticipate, that it will ere long take the lead m po 
pularity. 

Nor conquests fabulous, nor actions vain. 
The I^lusc's pastime, here adorn the strain^ 
Orlando's fury, and Rugcro's rage. 
And all the heroes of th' Aonian page. 
11 ic dreams of hards suqMiss'd, the woridihall view, 
And own their boldest fictions may be tme ; 
Surpass 'd and dimm*d by the superior biasc [plays 
Of Gama*8 mighty deeds, which here bright truth dis 

Liuifld, Book I. 

Tlic freedom with which IVHckle entered on tlM 
ta*(k of this translation, he is said to have cairirc 
farther tlinn the laws of translation wiil allow ; bat 
M has been well remarked, the liberties he has takes 
are of a kind with which translations cannot uioalljf 
Im* charged, for he has often introduced beauties ol 
his own, equal to any that came from the pen of Ci- 
nioens. It is true that he has left the cnrions reada 
thtr trouble of discovering the various deviations of ^ 
translations from the original ; but let us listen to Ui 
own a^Kjlog^'. " Even farther liberties soenied to 
iiim in one or two instances advantsgeous ; bat i 
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Biinuteness in the mention of these, would not in these 
pages appear with a good grace. He shaJl only add, 
that some of the most eminent of the Portuguese lite- 
rati, both in England and on the continent, have ap- 
proved of these freedoms ; and the original is in the 
hands of the world." (BissertaUon on the Lusiad. 
Third Edition.) 

Nor is it as a poet alone, that Mickle has done 
honour to the memory of the poet he has translated. 
In the critical dissertation prefixed to the work, and 
in the various notes appended to the text, he has 
successfully vindicated Camoens from the numerous 
misrepresentations, of which, beyond any other writer 
that ever lived, he has been the object. The English 
nation may be said to have owed this compensation 
to the fame of the Lusitanian bard ; for not only did 
Voltaire, as before mentioned, but also Rapin, two of 
the roost violent assailants of the Lusiad, derive 
their impressions of it from the old and faithless 
English version of Fanshaw.* Mickle has been no 



* When Voltaire's Essay on the Epic Poetry of the Eu- 
ropean Nations, which contains his attack on Camoens, 
was at the press, in London, he happened to shew a 
proof sheet of it to Colonel Bladon, the translator of 
Caesar's Commentaries. The Colonel, who had i een 
in Portugal, asked him if he had read the Lusiad ? 
Voltaire confessed he had never seen it, and could 
not read Portuguese. The Colonel put' Fansliaw's 
translation into his hands, and in less than a fortnight 
after, Voltaire's lying and slanderous critique made 
its appearance." 

M 3 
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ulicre happioT in his delenoe of Camoens* than In the 
niannor in which he repels the chai^ of indcccac y , 
fiihninatcd with such confidence by Voltaii«t thit 
according to him, no nation, eicept the Pofftegnete 
and Italian, coald tolerate the scenes described in 
tho Lusiad. " Not to mention Aiiosto/' stji 
Mickic, ** whose descriptions will often admit of M 
palliation, Tasso, Spenser, and Milton, have alwaji 
been estoeuicd as the chastest of poets ; yet, in tin 
delicacy of warm description — the inartificial modestj 
of nature — none of them can boast the condnoni 
uniformity of the Portuguese poet. Thoo^ there b 
a w nrmth in the colouring of Camoens, which evn 
tho genius of Tasso has not reached ; and though dK 
island of Arraida is evidently copied from die Lusiad ; 
yet those, who arc possessed of the finer fieelin^ ivfl! 
easily discover an essential di£fefence between the lofi 
Acenes of the two poets — a difference greatly in fiiTon 
of I lie delicacy of tlic former. Though the nymphs, ii 
Canioens, are detected naked, in the woods mid in the 
strenniK, and liiough desirous to captimte, still thai 
iiehaviour is that of the virgin who hopes to be tbc 
.spouse. They act tiie part of offSended modesty: 
even when tiicy yield, they are silent ; and behave 
in every respect like Milton^s Eve, in the state <A 
innocence, who 

" what was honour linew — " 

And who dbplaycd 

** Her virtue and the conscience of her wordi. 
That would be wooed, and not unsought be wotk^ 
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ToEiimBpall, tho nnptinl KUictity dniwa iti hallow- 
ed cuiuiDS, and a masterly allegory sbulg up tlie 
love KeUFS arCamoena." 

"loaHotd," he add J, "Bouojuil is Ihe ccmute 
of Voltaire ; a censure wliich never arose fniiii a com- 
parisork of Camoens with other potls, and so ill- 
grounded is the charge agaiiut him, that we cannol 
but udmire his fuperiar dclicsc; ; a delicacy not 
e«ea andeisloiMl in bis age, when the gruiieat inia- 
gerj often found a place in the pulpits uf their most 
|Hou9 divines. We know wh^t liberties were taken 
by tho politest writori of tlie Augustan age ; and 
SDch is the change of manners, that Shakespeare and 
SpHisermight, with justice, appeal from the judgement 
of the present, when it condemns them for indecency. 
Cvnoena^ faowerer, may appeal to the most polisbetl 
mge; let him beheard forhimseK; let bim be com- 
pared with others of the lirat name, and bis warmest 
deacriplions need not dread Ibe decision." Let the 
comparison, however, we may add, be made in ibe 
version of Mickle, in which the lire of Camoeas 
will be found to hum so pure, that he might almost 
aay, — Yv-gnibai pueriiju canto. 
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DR. GEDDES. 



A I ] \ xNDiii CiFDDEs was l>orn in llic year 1737. He 
w.iv tiic sDii (if a .small farmer at Arradowl iii tlie 
p.iii^li if KuiiuTii anil county of Bantf, and of Janet 
Mit(-li« II. a nati\o o( Ncthor Dallachy in the parish 
(if Ih l!;iy. lii> parents were of the Roman Catholic 
nliL'i.'M, anil, amoni; the few b<.)oks which they po»- 
^i-sord, till iiui.st rare to persons of their dcnominatioD, 
\\,is ;i copy of (lie vulvar Knglibh hibU*. As soon as 
MMiM^ Cieiide.^ liail been taught to read, by a village 
'•(-JiiioliniNtres.s of the name of Sellar, he took great 
ilciijlit in p(Tu«<ing this family hihic, and before lie 
111! K-aelu (I his (l(-\en(h veiir, he is said to hare 
Kii:i\\M all il> hi-^twrv l»v heart. 

1'lu- Lainl of Arradowl having engaged a student 
froiii Alu-nli'iii, of the name of Shearer, to be domes- 
tic tutor to ills {\\o son.*-, he looked about among hu 
n(ii:lil)our>' tor two or three boys of the most pro- 
uiiNJui: p.iii^, ulio mi^ht be admitted to a gratuitous 
pariii ipatii'ii in the Ir.ssons given to his sons — a noble 
r\am|)l(*. wcil wi^rthv of imitation by men of opuloice 
in cM-ry \illagv throughout the kingdom. Geddes 
was one of three on whom his generous selecUon fell ; 
and a seeoiid was his cou^in, .Tuhn Geddes, afterwards 
r»isl;op of .Marroceo, or titular Bishop of Dunkeld. 

At the a-^e of fourteen, Geddes, through tlio infla- 
rnee if 'lie ^ame worthy indi\idual, \^as admitted 
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into tfao academy of ScnJnn, in the Highlands, b free 
Ronian Calholid semmary, intended for (bn prcpan- 
tOTj inatruetlon u( such young men of ihit persuasion 
as are aflcrwards lo be qualified fot bi'ly aiders in 
some foreign univenity. 

Never was a aeminarj beller fitliui, by its nalninl 
siUaUoa, lu Lc a nunery foe young nionkn, Uiau 
Scalan. It lay in a lone deil, so oTerlopped by lofiy 
mounlaini, as to require aimost ai perpetual a uie of 
Uie lamp, as Ibe sublrrranean cell of Deniosibenes. 
Of Itie gloom in which it ins involved, an idea n»; 
lie rormcd from (he following reply of Geddcj, lo one 
uf his lellow students, »lio liad obtained leave to pay 
a Tiail to his friendsat a distance, and who atked liim 
if he had any comniandt he could eiecutc ? " Piay, 
be so kind," replied Geddcs, "as lo make piniculai 
enqairiea aftx Ihe Leatth of the Sdh : fail not to pre- 
sent niy compliments to bim.and tell hJta, I still hope 
I shall one day bu able to len'-w the honour of a pcr- 
sdubI Bcquainlanco «ith him." 

In thii seminary, lie added, to a kno^vkilgc of Ihe 
bible in the vtilgar English, a knowledge of it In the 
nlgar Latin ; but beyond this, iia appears lo have 
gnioed little by seven years' long eiclusion from the 
light. 

On attaining the age of twenty-one, Geddes was 
removed lo the Scotch College at Paris, of which the 
worthy Mr. Gatikn was Uien principal, litre he 
completed hirluowledge of the Lalin langHage, and 
added a competent BcijnBrntuiee with the Hebrew, 
Greek, FienHb, Spanish, German, and Low Dutch. ' 
School diviniljiaoHbiblkal «ilicism were, however, 
the chief objects which occupied hii attention. He 
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had now an opportunity, of which he assidoooslj 
availed himself, of enriching his knowledge of the 
bible, by a close acquaintance with the originals; and 
>vas suoii able to mark where the difference lay, be- 
tween the Latin of St. Jerome, and the English of 
King James's translators. " I had both versions," 
says he, *' constantly before nic ; and I now discover- 
ed the cause of tlie great difference between them. 
The study of the English translators, I fonnd, had 
been to give a strictly literal version, at tlic expense 
of almost every other consideration ; while the aatbor 
of the Vulgate had endeavoured to render his originals 
equivalenUy hi to such Latin as was current in his 
age. If ever I translate the bible, said I, tlien it 
must be after tliis manner." The scheme of a new 
translation of the bible had in fact already taken fidl 
possession of his mind. The partiality which he had 
accidentally acquired under his father's roof, for the 
study of its sacred pages, had been so nursed and 
strengtliened by every circumstance in his subaeqaent 
education, tliat it was now become the master passion, 
from which all the rest of his life was fated to take 
its complexion and Character. 

After an absence of six years, he returned to Scot- 
land, in 1764. He was immediately ordered by his 
ecclesiastical superior to iix his residence at Dundee, 
as an officiating priest to the Catholics of the district 
of Angus. But he was scarcely settled here, when 
the Earl ofTraquair,a Catliolic nobleman, invited him 
to become an inmate in his family ; and to liis Lord- 
ship's seat, on the pastoral banks of the Tweed, he 
accordingly removed in May, 1765. ** Here," 
says he, " I had plenty of time and a tolerable 
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f, to enable me to coDthme mj favourite ttady. 
tacieBt vernons in the Poljrglott were now alter- 
f lead and occasionaHj compared ; and fiom 
ectare and comparison, I was eveiy day more 
lore satisfied, that a Tertial yersioii of the bible 
. the most proper to convey its meaning and 
ly its beanties." 

KB he had resided upwards of a twelvemonth in 
lospitable mansion of Lord Traqnair, he was 
antly compelied to tear himself away from the 
ues which it afforded, by an interesting cir- 
tanoe, of which Mr. Good gives the following 
nilars : 

I female relation of the noble Eari was at that 
a co-resident in the house, and constituted a part 
e family. Tlie merit of Mr. Geddes was pro- 
it ; her own charms, and the regard she openly 
ssed for him, were not less so : too soon be felt 
;lf the prey of an impression, which be well knew 
} not possible for him to indulge, and ^uztorff 
in danger of being supplanted by Ovid. He 
d philosopher, but it was in vain ; self expostu- 
1 was useless ; and the well -meditated resolutions 
day were often put to flight in a moment But 
step remained to be taken : he embraced it, and 
more hardihood than is often necessary to obtain 
tory, sounded a retreat He had made, perhaps 
lastily, his vow of reli^ous celibacy, and its 
Lily was not to be trifled with. Of two evils, he 
itill the consolation to think, that he had chosen 
east ; and, with much reluctance of heart, but an 
Dving and sustaining conscience, he abruptly 
c away from the delightful shades and the 
delightful conversations of Tweedale, in less 
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r AftiT HMnainin^ in the French met 

I nine months, during which, he made 

r ' valuable extracts on biblical criticism fn 

libraries, he retained to his native c 
spring of 1769. He was now appc 
cliargc of a catholic congregaU(m at 
in the county of Banff, not far distant fi 
of his birth. It was an uninviting chai 
pie poor and bigoted ; the chapel in n 
parsonage-house scarcely inhabitable, 
however, was not of a spirit to be dii 
the most formidable obstacle!. He lot 
pulling the old chapel down and erectb 
in its place ; he repaired and improved t 
house, so as to render It one of the i 
and convenient in the coantiy. He no 
intended tlicsc labours, but bore a part 
Hclf ; for Geddes, though most of his ti 
spent over books, was as ready a caip 
expert in tlio use of tlic saw and plancj 
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** dapibns mcnsas oneravit inemptis." 

Virg, Georg. 
He pil'd tiieir tables with impnrcbasM stores." 



" Gardening and carpentermg," says Mr. Good, *' were 
at all times favourite amusements with him ; they 
constituted his chief relaxation from the severity of 
study to the last moment of his life ; and I have fre- 
quently rallied him, when at work, upon the multi- 
plicity of his tools, which, in the article of planes 
of. different mouldings, were more numerous than 
those of many professed artists, and at the dexterity 
with which he handled them/' 

In order to soften down that bigotry for which the 
people of Auchinhalrig were remarkable even as 
Roman Catholics, Mr. Geddes made it his first study 
to win their affections. Tn this he succeeded so 
effectually, tiiat he seemed at last, to use the ex- 
pression of one who was intimately acquainted with 
him at the period, " to live in the hearts of every one 
of his hearers." His personal kindness to tiiera was 
inexhaustible ; his attention to the duties of his office, 
punctilious ; the people venerated while they loved 
hiin. The lessons of a man so regarded could not fail 
of making a deep and lasting impression. They 
were lessons of liberality and brotherly love. He 
exhorted his hearers to think for theraselves* and to 
allow, without hostility, the same privilege to oUiers. 
He disclaimed the old fashioned and iniquitous doc- 
trine, that faith ought not to be held with heretics, 
as altogether foreign to the spirit of genuine catiioll- 
city ; and earnestly and unceasingly recoinraendcd 

PART 4.] N 



chariljr nnio o'l >>K'n> *• <">« of tbe fl 

^uch pruCQpti, and lucli conilnrl, I 
■nt did no) eaXMj nmotc, lint rigU ilbi 
III UMickIc, nhltli bnl Utheno apaMcd  
f,r iMcUiioD bctwnm the Cxkolici of AmhlnM 
ud thcli Pfoleittnt neigtilwun: mIiUc ibvy xN 
mwidrd Mr. Gvddti In mnny innluaUe birii>l«li)p i 
rnnunit (he moit dlitingiiitiUt^ dianMnn o( llu> \mlta 
prnuHliin. Among thac, nay be mimiofalfd Itc 
I>[l <it Buchan, Uni FMlMa. PrincLiul BsbtM- 
■uii, Dr. Untlic, Dt. IlcM, Ufd, indrnl. almM al 
tti* profutgn Iwlli of Kdinbur^h and AbcnlMo. 

Dm -liilc Mr. Ccddn had tliut Um i.lrMmr id 
Tnelllng Into Oiriiliau chariij manjr of U>n li«vi> of 
1it> uttii congrpgtiloii, be had tliL immificaiira ai J 
lind, that hli cooducl oni^ prrirafccd iti« i hiiiiImi I 
lit hill cJtrlcal brtillircii. Blihop Ilay, hit riUecM*. I 
mcniuvd liim wlOi luipduiaii bnm bli rcdeMMtnl I 
ruiu:llau>, unlCB he bcMmc nurc clMumapoM in An I 
llffl lull ciinvenaijon, and kept UlmHilf uncuni 
nalcd b; hcTclkal Intcrcourw. Tlie rhinf di 
qiicncj nlih which li« wa* cbargsd, ww ii» d 
ilotitl apiiFuanec in ilic church of a Pnihniam binA 
Mr. Ctniford, lti« wunlij idIduM n/ an adjoini^ 
paitib. Afli^r wine cpUlolary conoa|iiHidrTi«. ii 
which Oi'ddi-i ii laid to hate hmlrd delixncc rt lb 
nartan'mlnilFd pielalc, liw allUi >b* •nffcrrd b< 
tiwp. 

Nur *»» tliia die only un|ilt«*Bi t 
wliicli arose to diiwrli his Imnqiiiillj. 1 
tniially coiiiriclud dchla to  rmufatnili 
in tcbuiJdini; the Ch>p«i aud ii'iiahlng ilif fan*- 
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jge-llnuie, in tlie conBdcocc of being coibli^ to 
^scluige thmi bj subaequenl conlribatioos from pcr- 
mnoflbe Catholic petiuvlou. The ciolilors, tiow- 
irer, become hnponunate bebm theic na> auj' Hp- 
^earance of the eipccled soccoors ; and Mr. Ge>]iJea 
■ina bf^irming la naffer nil the puns of pecaniary em- 
^nsHmeat, wihca the late Duke c>f Norfolk tlepped 
bnard ia & very generoug mvjner Eo bia relier 
Bb Gmce, who occaoonally lEtid^l on a large fa- 
tnty nUIe on (be Seoltiib bordrn, had beard of the 
ie*l, liheralilVf and IcBiuing of the prieal of Auchio- 
tetrig. Bod eiprcssed a wish for liii acquaintiuieeiii 
In inleivifw wns brought about thiougli the friendly 
interreDliDn of thc^KFJ of Traqaair ; and, upon tbc 
inl mtimaliua of the obligaliont which Mr. Geddrs 
ud come undei in bia pasloni c^ndtj, hi> Grace 
na pleased to claim tlie priyilege of diKhargiog 
bem, u ao earnest of their future friendship. 

Although relieved from erery pecuniary diatieUr 
tw. Geddei deriied too scant; an income from liis 
oogregadon not to fed maa; depriiationi. In the 
4>pe uf improving his ciicuoutancei, betook a small 
am at Eotie in Fochabeis, in (be iuunediate licinUy 
t Auchinhalrig ; and being accommodated by a 
rieud with a sufficient loan of money to slock it, he 
ommenced farmer wilh an ardour of expeclation, 
oly to be accounled for on tbe score of extreme sim- 
Jicity. So cettun did he feel of speedily realizing 
n independent fortune, thraugh tbe natural fertility 
fhia fields and the proverbial certainly of theses- 
onii that he began with what people hardened with 
.fflDcnce generally leave to the lasl.^bailding a cha- 
wl as an appendage to his farm. He erected, almost 



130 tlVKJf Of KMINBKT tcoraiiBs'. 
crtlntj cm h» own ci«di(, a very nrkt and ctmoB- 
dioni pIkCD or public varil>i|< rim): by Ui ttm- 
faaiuv ^ uid commenced ciflicaling alicnulElj' hn 
and at Aucliiuhaliig. 

Tbci-n(l of th'u KCond tpnnUliiHi ikbIi kirtIt 
la br told, nil Gcliia did not ptnirr 



1I.U1 LbiU fiom whicli Ibc Dnkfl ut Noifxik hw) Kt- 
ru'-d him. 

Tbc mode which Mr. Ofdilcn look cf ^ItBg IM 
nf hi> dlflicuJlietun the prrsenC uccmion, musl (roIi 
■I Gal tight, almotl « niw u Ibal b j wluch he M 
iniD llism. To be bioDght lo the brink of nin I7 
fanning and kirii-baiidiDg, and to be sami InM H 
by liimiBg portaaler, musi ba allawed to bi> rtuba «it 
of Ihr <»u^ cuacw of event*. " Foiled," »aj. Mt. 
Uond, ■' to the laboun of tbo band, be waa delnnil- 
whelher thorn of tho head mighl not Ir 






The 






with a ilr^ne of »iicceas, which p«be)it tHTptiwd nn 
vet niura than himtelf. In 177!l, he puhliglwd, »' 
Lundt«, " Select Badrea of lionet, tian^ti^ iaiu 
Engliih mie, and, far tho niost part, adsplcd to0R 
fitcKtit Timra end Mannen." Thue lalim mr 
nut altogrlhn lli« ptodactioii of thp premt nhnvM 
of oxjgmrj' 1 they had ocraiiiunijlj' Mxapivd lib 
pnvluui hiiiurp, and been gradually acodnmlalfiiig <« 
ihn tlMe of thcif pnblication. ■' Eariy in tjfc," laji 
iicfuc by nhich Ihry »rfc nibend 






il.l.« 
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1^ fi turn for poelry. I reajilj, ptrhapi too ntdily, 
ffiered him. I nrote, nns p)eaMd with my (iiDdnc- 
tai, and now began la publitb tlif^m In hopei of 
eudng olheri." Tlie publicBlion succeeded bo wtll, 
nt it produced liim a pmfit of shnut one liDDdied 
sods, tir glxdl; applied Uiu buid to Uie liquids- 
h) of tiis delitjj, and lieing foitunaiit cuougli to le- 
gre addliiunal msiitaoce ftoni other quarten, which 
i4uec(eil lu the sime objecl, he once more found 
melf freed fiom diilicul^vt. in which the aidout 
id limplicily of hia DBture liad iaiaJved him. 
.About thri liine, Lord FHidlatfi liaviog msmed 
K daagbter of Count Murray, of Melgum, Mt. 
eildei was employed to insUuct the fair bride in the 
igliah laogQiige, with which a foreign education had 
it her Dnacqaiialeii. At the DWDjiuTl of his lord- 
ip, he fcrmed Bu inlimatc friendship widi the E*v. 
r. Baclianan, miaistei of Cullen, and did not lie^- 
le occaiioaally lo attend the ehnrch in which he 
Sciated. The indignation of Bishop Uay was again 
cited h; a knowledge of this circunutancc : he sent 
, angcy expostulation lo Geddes ; and finding that 
I attention waa paid to it, he actually proceeded (a 
■pend him from the eierciae of his eterical fnuc- 

Hr. Geddes fell hut little regret at this illiberal 
oeeeding ; for eier since (he success which his sa- 
ca had experienced, he had formed in his mind the 
•olation of tiyiog hi< fortune id LondoB, and had 
Jy been pevtntcd from ciccuting his scheme by 
c varmth of hit attachment to hii (piiltual flock. 
ic tic between them was, howeier, now broken by a 
>wci which neither cnuld cootniul. ToHuds the 
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Fiifliif 177*>, lu' took nil iitVfCtionato Icavt* of 
'•'•iiijrii-jjMlions ; ** ami Mich," says Mr. Good, 
i tlic riithusiahtic ii'uanl with wliich his cimrtcu 

, his kiiidiu'ss, hiM {>iT|)otu:il attention t'l thi- ili 

; lii«( (liDrc, .niul csiu'cially to the instruction 

, Muui^iT hraiu'hrs of his flock, had iii.<ii>iro( 

th.ii at ihr saU* of liis tioiischuld goudsi. at 
I \»Ty (m»' |iri-.sMMl fi>nvanl to testify, by an c 
.'.aiil hiddini;, his vi'nrration and love, as wv\ 
iililaiii |M)o!4os>ioii of some inoniiniont of a iiiai) 
iiaiiK' and iliHnictiT wi-rc so iiiHtly dear to th' 
fiiii Iniii liy a hidy wIim was presi'iil upon thi 
si«iM, that thi' iimst insignificant artiidcs uf fui 
i'wn cMi|i.s and Miiircrs, thougli imperfect or ) 
wvrr rani;Iit at with the utmost avidity, and i. 
pcupU' apprari'd to prize the dilferent lots the 
fdrtiiiiate en<iu|;h to procure, rather as relies o; 
trnM saint than as memorials of a heiovi-d past 
The eathoiie.s of Auchinhalrig and Fcciiahei 
nut tlic (inly individuals who saw, with re^n't, I 
parliire of (jcdiies from his native country. 
litcr.'iiy iVicnds of the prote.stant rominunion in 
dcrn. lie had liecome ecpially endeared ; and tl 
Ihrir iniluenee, the University of that city s' 
forwards ^^ltll a liluTality hijlily to its honou 
<"onfcired on .Mr, (jcddes the degree of Dtx 
L'lws. 
J)r. (ieddes now left HukIc : devoted a few 
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biissador's chapel. His own literary fame, and the 
nomerous complimentary letters which he brought 
with him from his friends in the north, soon intro- 
dnced him to an acquuntance with many of the first 
Englbh scholars of the day ; and from the unrestrain- 
ed use of several public and private libraries which 
lie found thrown open to him, he was led to resume, 
with renewed aidour, his early project of accomplistv- 
ing a new translation of the Bible. Tlie undertaking 
might still, however, have languished for want of all 
the requisite means,, had he not had the good fortune 
to meet witli a most munificent patron for it, in the 
late Lord Fetre. The want of a good vernacular ver- 
sion of the Scriptures, for the use of English catho- 
lics, was an evil which had been long lamented by 
Liord Fetre ; and hearing that Dr. Geddes entertained 
the project of supplying one, he sought an interview 
with him. The explanation which ensued proved so 
satisfactory to his lordship, that, with a public spirit 
and generosity rarely equalled, he engaged to allow 
Dr. Geddes a salary of two hundred pounds per an- 
num, while employed upon the translation, and to be 
at the expense of whatever private library the doctor 
might think requisite for the purpose, leaving him in 
this respect totally unlimited. 

Dr. Geddes, elated with thb munificent provision, 
entered with extraordinary ardour upon the active 
])rosecution of his favourite design. In a short time, 
he published a sketch of the plan on which be meant 
to proceed, under the title of an '* Idea of a new 
Version of the Holy Bible, for the use of tlie English 
Catholics." " Finding," he said, '* sacred criticism in 
a favourable progress towards perfection ; having be- 
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furo me i)io vnrious readings of texts <^ Scriptnrc 
ilif M'voral versions made from them with a hi 
Rpparatu!! (^tf trough the princely munificence of 
lVtre\ which few individuals possess ; grieved be 
to obsGr\-e among the English Catholics an a 
total want of taste fur biblical studies ; and wi 
til remove a reproach, whidi* in Protestant lit 
companies, 1 had often heard made on thataccoui 
H'proAch, too well founded to be repelled ; I tht 
I con 111 not better serve the cause of Christiani 
p'lu-ral, nor iK'tter cou»ult the particular inter 
thnt boiiv to wliich I more immediately beloi 
than by employing whatever porliim of talenti 
fallen to my share, in attempting a new and fa) 
tran>lation of the Hible, from coirected tests o 
original, nnaccom]mnied with any gloss, comroen 
or annotations, but sach as were necessary to a 
tain (he iiti-ral meaning of my text ; and free oft 
sort uf interpretation calculated to establish or d« 
any particular system uf religious credence." 

At the clusc of 1780, the Imperial Ambassa 
cha|K>l was >uppressrd by an order from theEmj 
.lose|)h (he Second. Dr. Gcddes continued, howi 
(o {ireach (»ecnsi(mally at the chapel in Duke-sl 
Lincoln's Inn FieMs, till the Easter holidays of 1 
when, findin;: that it interfered with the progR 
his translation, be voluntarily withdrew from c 
stated ministerial function, and seldom officiate 
any chapel whatever. 

Ln the summer of 1781, Dr. Geddes paid a rii 
Scotland, during which he wrote " Linton, a Twee 
Pastoral/' in honor of the birth of a son and hei 
the noble bouse of Traquair. According to an am 
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prophecy of Thomas of Lermont, when an eagle 
sfaoold be the offspring of a ntTen and a rook, joyM 
jidings were to arise for '* the bonny men of Twee- 
dale i" and (his popolar impression Geddes aviuled him« 
aelfofTeiy happily on the presentoccasion. The rook 
coostitated the crest in the armorial bearings of the 
IVaqn.aires ; and lus Oriend and patron the Ear], having 
married into the family of the Ravenscrofts, in whose 
i anus the ravm holds a chief place, the poet huled in 
^ ^e offiipring of this alliapce, the eagle predicted by 
B '(be prophet, on whose arrival at majority, the " bonny 
«. men of Tweedale*' wonld be in fall possession of the 
: golden days of Saturn ; when 

-war, and discord, and domestic strife. 



And all the other woes of human life. 

Death, Ifanune, plague, mortality, shall cease, 

And all be health, and harmony, and peace. 

No more religion, with fanatic hand. 
Shall fan the fire of faction in the land ; 
But mild and gentle, like her heavenly sire, 
No other flames but those of love inspire. 
Papist and Protestant shall strive to raise. 
In different notes, one Great Creator's praise ; 
Polemic volumes, on their shelves shall rot. 
And Hays and Abemethies be forgot. 

The Earl and Countess of Traquair having resolved 
to make a tour to the South of France, Dr. Geddes 
was invited, and agreed with much pleasure to be 
their companion on the journey. From France he 
returned to Scotland, and from Scotland to London, 
now burning witli impatience to resume his theolo- 
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GDDlentod wilh ■pplaaduig aod « 
wlf, he poshed me fnrwiida &om mj oba 
notice of others ; he ipoke of me to Ba 
iatroduced nic to Ijnitlu" To Lowtfa, 
London, " one of the moil elegant idiol 
biblical critics of the >ge.^' At the mue 
Lowtli, Geddes revised his " Idea ofk B( 
(II rather irrote an entirelj new proapectn 
fillip and eiplicillj the plan which he ] 
fuUow in hii translation. When it waa CD 
submillcd It in manuscript to biiloidship'i 
requesting that bewouldmaAwilhabla^ 
pasHgcs 19 might appear eiceptionsble. 

fjing to (he (eelinKi of (he author ; 

" The Bishop of London pnacBti hii c 
to Dr. Gcddes, and retnmi with thanki Ui 
vhirh h<* lilt* wpd with Bniiw ivn* mmI mH 
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The Prospectus did, accordingly, make its ap- 
pearance in the course of next year, under the follow- 
ing title : ** Prospectus of a New Translation of the 
Holy Bible, from corrected Texts of the Originals 
compared with the ancient Versions, with various 
Readings, explanatory Notes, and critical Observa- 
tions." It had a very general and satisfactory cir- 
culation. Not only were praises liberally bestowed, 
but valuable communications were imparted from dif- 
ferent quarters of the kingdom, and even from fo- 
reign countries. The work was briefly, but elegantly, 
dedicated to his patron, Lord Petrc, *' as the first 
fruits of many years of powerful labour, in tlic pleas- 
ing hope of being able one day to lay before him 
the whole han'est." 

On the first of November, 1785, the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland elected Dr. Gedd> s one of 
their correspondent members, an honour which lie 
acknowledged iti a poetical epistle to that respectable 
body ; written in '* geud aid Scottis phrase." " It 
was** he says, ** the hasty production of a very few 
leisure hours ; when, after being exhausted with tlie 
incredible labour of collating a Greek manuscript, 1 
sat down, towards the close of the da^', to a solitary 
meal, and amused myself in trying how far I could 
give to the dialect of my native country an air of no- 
velty and elegance that might not displease even 
a critical English reader." To have been so com- 
|>oscd, tlie poem shews great powers of versification. 
It extends to nearly five-hundred lines, and contains 
not a few passages of genuine poetry. The author 
is fvif ticidarly hapj)y in a personification of our '• JMi- 
Iher Tongui'," as 
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" A gentlcwDouui bred and bam. 



Anil 



c afl Du bcD-maiit biiik ihe liu 
shufu the edge of countiy wil 
-"■Jill of gkbby Mwi -"' — — 



An' juke> ui' jibei of iUiei dayi : 
Tliul gir lik guil lo nuUc iport 
Anil gut lliu Ungwme oight look 

At utIiiY fimca in aoi 
S\k tu [III- culcliok Iwdt  beuk 
And nidi in sik > nilgic (one, 
lliu ilrcdi Ibst am furbcin liac 
Tlial ye 



:ub 






uidcn Blip her wheel. 



l.lizlu «i' loildlo in her hud 
I'll |iiit boil over, gajiuid itand : 
Kv'ii hungry Uib hia ipoun depose 
And fur a moment, >paiu bii btiue ! 

Dr. Gc^ldca aftcrwuili contributed lo I 
•■ A lliaKCUtiim on the Scoli Buon ,d: 
tnu utiirr pornu, bvln^ bwulationi of It 
giio uf Virgil and llie iint IilUlion of The 
Sciillinh Tcnr- Hie oholu of tiioe proi 
I'l lie fuiiiid in tin- only vuIiuul' of tniuM 
ilic bocicly hu yi't published. 
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Dr. Gedde* had now nurie mniidetablc progress 
with his banslaljon of tlie Bibte ; but, inilead of 
flying piFctpiislel; la Ihc preu, he detemuncd to 
■nil himself of the general and aidenl inclioMiDn to 
ass'ul hitn which sppnred to ptevtui m (be lileruy 
-worid, and with faadable iDDilest; be once ntDie od- 
dFPssed ihe public, Ihrougb Ihc mediam of" A Letter 
to the Right Rfv. the Bishop of London, conlftiaing 
■queries, doubts, and difficulties relaliTo to n remscu- 
lat version of the Holy Scriptures." It nu ti sort 
of appendii to his prosprctus, uid met with eqaol 

During (he year 1TB7, Dr. Geddes pabltibed, " A 
letter to the Re.. Dr. Priesllej. inwhich Ihe aathor Bl- 
lempts to pniTe, b; one prescriptiTe ugoment, Hoi the 
TliTiiutf of Jesus Christ wai « primitire tenet of 
Chtislianitj'.'' How far the Doctor was right in his 
doctriue, I h«e no curiosity to cnqoi re. I un con- 
lent to find that he did not abandon for tbe chuac- 
tcr of a polemic, anj of his amiable feelings as a man. 
The sentiments with wliich he takes leave of his op- 
ponent, present an eiample for at) coutroVEnialisls. 
■'Icaniiot,"besa;3, "allow mjself to belieTe, that the 
dinnit; of Jesus will eret be without defenders, or 
that lis ablest defenders will not be tkiglishmen; 
but, lei ils defenders be mild and moderate ; let 
tbem imitale the condoct of him, whose cauie (hey 
undertake to plead ; let not their zeal, however fer- 
vent, tnnsport them beyond Ihe bounds of decency 
and decorum ; their style will not be Ihe less nerrons, 
because it is roid of asperity ; nor their arguments 
tbe less conclusive because unmiit with injuries. To 
discoierTmlh is professedly (he aim of us all; le( 
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u» panuc the path Out Mem the WMt Jilbelj to ked 
us to her abode, with aidoor bat Bot«id&«BiBOHlf;wd 
if we are convinced that we have been ^uppiy eaoB|^ 
tr# find it out, let us not inmlt thoae who^ fat «■ dSh 
mation, may have been lea ■Hff»wfnl ,Ma 
wteiiii et prvifrii vneana aia Mm ; 

About this period, (1787^) the 
ten made their celebrated application to FlnlieBMai; 
for a repeal of the Test Act, and tbdr cUna vcn 
atlvocated in a verj popalar paapblet fiihMfd 
anonymously, entitled, " The Case of the Frotertaft 
Disfenters, with reference to the Teal aad Goipaa- 
tion Acts." Dr. Gcddet published alao mmmymaaJiy 
a letter upon the " Case of the Protcalant Dfaeepten." 
addressed to a Member of ParliaiDeiit. The object cf 
it was to shew, in opposition to the author of theCMti 
Uiat the Protestants were not, as thcj pveleady iKlad- 
cd for a temporary and disiimnlative pupoae. villia 
the op<:rati|>n of the disqualifying acta, hoi that ttoj 
had been at all times as truly obnoziciaa to goncn- 
mcut as papists, and, that allowing anj cril to he 'ap- 
prehended from a general repeal of locb ftitofr^ gy 
vemmcnt would have more to dfead 6ds the ■•- 
chinationa of tlie former than of the latter. 

On the commencement of the AtmlytinI Bmim ii 
May 1788, Dr. Geddes was iedooed to take the 
principal charge of that department, which far'H** 
biblical criticism and ecclesiastical history. The int 
article with which this journal opeoSt behig • odIifM 
on the Faric Leetwnei of De Rostl, waa ftoM te 
Doctor's pen. He contmoed connected with It fer 
live years and a half; during which pe'^^h* b 
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Inonn la hare contributed forty seven sRtclpi. He 
accampamird the Review thtouglioul its lifst daya, 
and it decimcd in sale from the mciutiit that be with- 
in the course of 178S, Dr. Geddes thought liis 
laboan sufficiently adiBnced. la narrnut another and 
K more eiplicit address lo the puhlic, upon the great 
object of bis pmsuit!. He had already publiaiied 
hia " Ideii of a new vcraon," his " Prospectns of a  
version ;" his " Doubts, qoeriea, &c. lelalive to a new 
version ;" and be now added to this formidable array 
of preparalion, " Proposala for prmting by aubicrip- 

Having slated In bia proposals that if any respecla- 
bte literary character would auggesthinls for improve- 
ment, or point out sources of informatjon, wilb res- 
pect (o the plan and execntion of bis work, he would 
receive them with thankfulueas, and consider them 
with due allenlion, he aoon found himself ra over- 
whelmed »ilh pockets of currespojidencc thai he 
thought proper, in July, 1790. to puhlish, " Dr. 
Oeddes'a general answer to the queries, counciia, and 
criticisms, thai hai'e been communicated to him since 
the publication of his proposals for printing a new 
banslalion of the Bible." 

In the conltoveraj which broke out at thia period, 
respecting the application of liic Eagii^b Catholics to 
the Legistatuie, for additional relief in the matter of 
prxmnairc. Dr. Geddes sided with itie Catholic com- 
mittee in opposition to the bishops, and wrote " An 
answer to the Bishop of Comana's paatoral letter, by 
a protesting Calhulic :" as also " an Encyclical letter 
of thchishopa of Bama, Aeanthos, and Cell turis, to 
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ih(* faithful clergy and Imty of their res 
irirt!*, with a cuntuiucd commentary for 
till' vulvar." 

In 171H), Dr.Gcddcs publi&lied an "Epis 
mnica ad Fratrem," esteemed bv one or t 
the happiest of all his sportive effusions. '. 
of it was a recent dinner of the Protestant 
at tlie lAHidon Tavern, " de iis qusc ge 
ntinero Di.Nsentientium Conventu.*' " Tl 
j1 characters," hays Mr. Good," are well cau| 

;■ liiieaU-d with i^ood nature rather than sei 

!'• llie (piaint intermission of Latin and £ngll> 

cla^ioical and \nli;ar, commencing with om 
and terminating in another, of which the gra% 
4)f file respective orators are composed, 
greater quantity of burlesque, and conscquc 
an ampler {lortion of merriment, than ca 
(i(>ri\« (i fruni the happiest use of the Ansteyi 
Mr. Good will probably however reniair 
a>^es .singular in this opinion. Perhaps the 
sa«:r in the poem wliicli is worthy of reco 
tiial, wliere dropping abruptly all idea of AJ 
and elevated by the dignity of his subje 
own enthusiastic admiration, the author b 
iiilo tiie following eloquent and classicaJ sti 
Miii^ric on iAlr. Fox. 

— <.t post liunc Foxius, ipse ; 



POETS. — DR. GEDDES. 148 

IVitliiu a few week* after ilj fitJt ■ppMtilnce, Dr- 

G. pnbliihed a second edidon of Ihc Epittala Maamt- 

niCBt a^^i^nnpiinipd irilh an Engliah Iraailmtion by a 

During the same jear he wioIf a iaIJn Ode on Ibe 
■ecepluice of the Dew Conilitutiou bj Loaia XVL 
of franco, enlilled " Caimen Snculiie pro GaUica 
GenLe Tyrannidl Aiirtucralicx &ep(a ; " and stio 
an English translitioD of il from bii oun pen ; nd- 
Uier of them pieces of much vonli. 

Id 1791 the Doctor «ai seiifd nitli a dangorotii 
feyer ; and, aftef he bad bi-gun r . r.\. ■!..•. :n.:t-;.ti:d 

seat, in Noifotk. This produced, in the ensuing 
year, " a Norfolk Tale, or  Jonme; from Loudon 
to Norwich, with a Prologue and an Epilogue." It 
is a poem, not eertainJy of high poetic merit, bat 
which will always be read with pleasure for lis easy 
veisificatiuu. aad the lone of good hnmoui and gene- 
rous feelingwhlchruDs through it. 

The interesting question of the Slave Trade becom- 
ing, a1 this time, a leading topic of discussion, Dr 
Geddes was nal among the last to conbibate hii mite 
to the caute of humanitj. Having observed, that 
every argument which could be serhuity advanced 
against this abominable tiaflic had been employed 
in vain, be advanced into the held willi an argument 
of adllferenl deicriplion ; and prctendmg la embrace 
the converse side of the question, published an 
" Apology for Slavery, or Sii cogent Argmnents 
against the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade." 
It was an appeal ad certcunditim ; managed with a 
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(Icxtcritv, as annoying to the enemies of the aboli- 
tJun, as it must have boen gratifying to its friends. 

On the appearance of Cowper*s Translation of the 
Iliad in 179*2, Dr. Gediies shared in the general db- 
a|>p(>intnient which it gave to the public. In a fit 
of needless exasperation, he declared^ that he would 
traiulate Homer himself, and shew, that it was pos- 
sible to make as good versification while he preserved 
not (tnly all the epithets and phraseologies of the 
original, but the very order itself. He accordinglyf 
nut long after, presented the public with a specimen 
comprising the whole of the first book, done aAcr 
this literal fashion. How he succeeded, will be im- 
nuHliately seen by the manner in which he renders 
the beautiful invocation witli which the poem com- 
mences : 

" The wrath sing, Goddess ! of the-son-of-Peleos 
Aehilles, dire; \>hich myriads on the Greeks 
Of woes imposed ; and many worthy souls 
To Hades — prematurely sent, of heroes ; 
And then a j)rey prejmred to dogs, and all 
The ravenous birds ; (of Jove thus was fulfilled 
The will,) from what time firstly disagreed 
Striving, Atrides, King of Men, and the — 
Divine Achilles " 

Such were the spirited and harmonious sort of lines 
by which Dr. G. condescended to instruct a Oowper 
how to write blank verse ! And so easily were they 
executed, that in contradiction to all that Cowper 
ha<l said of the difiiculty of writing blank verse, the 
Doctor, in a preface to the specimen, tells us, that 
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it is liardi; credible bow icadil; the Grcek of Homer 
liuuj^ into blank verse ^ iniumuch, tliat lie thinlu 
lie"caii, with ease, cast offa handred lino in a 
^ineoooQ." To make the wonder of lits surpuaing 
jCtmper Ibe gcealet, tliB Doctur asaurea liii teaducB, 
dut be had not, like Cow per, the amallnt auiiUnce 
ether fiom Mr. Fujcli, uc " any other profonnd cri- 
fie in Ilom«r." •' The whole merit or demerit of m; 
Tfision rests solely with mj'self." In justice to the 
cbaiBCter ofthe Doctor both as a poet and critic, 
■l must be allowed, Uiat this asaucanre was vecy ne- 
Bcasury. Nobody conld otherwise have believed, 
■bat the author of so much good poetry and gond 
fDlkism, and tlie autlior of this rare version, were 
one and tlic same person. The Initb ia, that the 
Doclcr never made a more unfortunate speculation in 
111 his life; Cowpec's failure vras nothing to iL The 
cause of his hallucinallon on the subject was no se- 
cret to his friends. He was less oifeaiied with Cow- 
pei's translation, than out of temper with him for giv- 
ing the character of " the best critic in Homer be had 
ever met with " to Mr. Fuseli, of whom Dr. G. hap- 
pened to entertain an eiuemely opposite opinion. 
And to shew both Cowpcr and Fuseli bow little Ibey 
knew of the matter, he commenced his new version 
without waiting a moment to weigh his qualifications 
for it. The amusement which his gpecimen gave to 
the public opened bis eyes to the blunder which be 
had committed ; and Itc proceeded no furthei in bis 
ridiculous project. 

His next poetical effusion was of a redeeming cha- 

DiabU, the Devil's Advocate, or Satan versus Pictor t 



])natc figure, from which to paint a striking 
of the devil, liad, at last, fixed upon that 
not le Karl. Mr. Erskinc was coansel for the d 
and the poem is a hmnoroiu panxly of the 
which he made on that occasion. 

Dr. Geddes had, hitherto, contested hima 
lodgings in dilTerent parts of the town ; boj 
library bad become of coniidenble aagniti 
now took a house in Allsop's B<iikHngi» Net 
Mary-le-bonc, which he fitted up aloKMt 
with hii own hands, in a style of gK«t lileni 
fort and convenience. 

Although hb Proposals for pnblidiiiig Utl 
tion of the Bible had now been a 
before the public, the list of snbseriben 
nearly full. Relying, however, on the 
the public, and trusting that the woik woold, 
or later, meet with its approbation, he bad v 
to put the first volume to the piest ; and In 
made its public appe a ra n ce. 

The manner in which this ▼oliime was tn 
cannot be said to have riven aeaaal satli 
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ur opeo pu ill its ilcfcncp' By none wu 
more abnaed than bj the author's own C«- 
ithien, for whose use it hsd been princl- 
lended. The Vicsrs Apostalk of Ihe 
NortlierD, Bud London distikls issued  
letter, pmfaibitiBg its use and reccptioD 
e faithful cnmmiLteil lo theii spiritual ja- 
; but slating no other ground for this act of 
an that the Icanslalion had not been " ex- 
ad approred uf b; due et^eaiastical itutlia- 

sddes defended himself against this corubi- 
hostility in >. vcij bold and spirited manner. 
published an Addren tn the Public, vindi- 
r. impartialitj of Iiis traDalatiou, and ap- 
lo their liberality against ilie perseenlkm 
d commenced against lilm. He then urate 

lo the Vii»r>, remonstrating with tbem 
le iujustit^ the; had committed in condemn- 
ork in the lump without a hearing ; and ntit 

any answer to this remonstrance, lie pnh- 
etter to Ihe Right Rev. John Douglas, the 
postolk of London, but intended for the 
iumiiiate, in which he complained of Ihdr 
as nncliaritahle, illiiteral, and arbitrary. 
;in this last letter of the injur; be bad re- 
" Here," said he, " is a large, important, 
c work, tlic darling child of its BOthor and 
r prop of his literary reputation, forbidden 



those places where 



it any cause assigned but Ihi 

ty which is no where obierred 
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.m In(jui>itii'n of some sort or otlior had boonota- 
l.li'.!)i(J. Vi'u "Hv not, that vou have cxaminLHl it— 
\nu ^nv not. that it is nn unfaithful vemon.— You 
point nut 4Mit a single sentence M'hich vou fmd cun- 
tr.jry t«» faitli or imiralit v. Ami yet you take it ujK)n 
Vdii t(i ]ir<)«eril)e it in toto. And all tills, bccau5C it 
\\ant-, y«'U •^ay, tlu* retjuisites which the Cl»urcli 
ri ■jiiiri-*. ill pitbli^hin;; >%orks on scripture. You 
>lr>)ulil li;i\e *>ai(l, my iiml, which the discipline of 
tin- Ciiiincil of Trent recpiires ; for the discipline of the 
Ciiiiicil of Trent is nt)t the Church, any more than 
ilic <liM-ipiin(> of the Chureli i** the discipline oftl.c 
Ciiuiiril of Tn-nt." 

\!iliini;h ih«Te can he no iltmht that the proceci)- 
iiiL'" a^aiii'.t Dr. (ie<iilrs had taken a form of which 
1m- >\a- jiiNtly iiitilleii to complain, yet the ouly point 
aixf.it whicli jK.stfrity can he expected to care, i?, 
whclhtr .lihT all, there ^^as any thhig in Dr. Gcddes's 
Mr-ii.n of the Siriptures, which nia'le it proper in the 
\ i<-ai« A|io-ii>ii<- to withholil their sanction from its 
• ire iil.ili'ni. And in this point of view, it can only be 
nt'(»>>«irv to .n|;«Ic a very few of the novel concep- 
tions, oil which iii-* Iranslaiitm proceeds to satisfy 
rvi i\ iinp.-miai niin«l, that the Vicars, though they 
iJHi-r ii» hr sih-nt, were not without ample reason* 
to iu>tify thrir conduct. Dr. Geddes starts with 
ihnihtini.^ whellur .Mo.ses was the author of the Pen- 
tateuch ; hut the writer, wlioever he maybe, is one be 
tells w*, who upon all occasions ^Ives into the marre- 
Idus ; adorn^ hU narration with fictions of the inte^ 
f. r< nee of the Deify, when every thing happened in 
:i natural way ; and at other times dresses up fable 
in iln' .'aril of true history. The liistory of the crea- 
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n is aLcording to him a fabiilou! cosmogony ; Ihe 
try of the full a niyilm in nhich natUtDg but Die 
^re imaginatian of Ok cominentBtuta, (JOuesuDg 
irc fancy than judgement, could havo ducoiered 
Ibei  arducing deviJ or the pniniiac of b Sariaar. 
is a fable, be asserts, inteadcd for the purpose of 
rtuadiag tbe vulgar, that kaowleiige h the root of 
il andlhedesireofUaciime. Moses was, it seems, 
nouof as great tattnlsas Kuma and Ljcurgns  



:, like them, he ^ 



n false 






Il the Deity, 



o person 



antage of ra 



He had 
nialocci 






ide the Israelites that the immediate power of God 
s exerted to accomplish bis projects. When a 
lent wiod bappcoed to lay dry the head of tbe 
Ipb of Suez, he persuaded them that God had 
do apassage for them through tlie sea, &c.6£c. No 
-son certainly can say, iJiat a tianslation, cories- 
nding with such actions as these, had tbe least 
im to the sanction, either of Catboljc or of Protes* 
It. It might suit the disciples of some new faith, 
L was Id direct hostibly with the creed of almost eierj 

Lt was indeed deeply mortifying, to see the la- 
ir and promise of a whole lif«-time in danger of 
ng frustrated : and there is no one on whom the 
iable qualities of Dr. Geddes have made that im- 
ssion which they ought, hot must feel for bis dis' 
mintment. But, in our sympathy for the reverses 
) man of genius, we must not forget the scruples of 
ers: nor blame the guardians of an established 
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fair- .that tiny [>ri.ferrt'd its preservation to the interest; 
of ii iMi-rrly privat*' individual. 

N«'t\*ilh>tan;liii£» the energy which Dr. Gcddes 
ili^jil'ivt «l in repelling the various attacks upon him, 
111 Miiik ;it Ia>t beneath their accumulated severitv. 
iff lu-f-anii' iridomy and despondent ; and it was not 
without >0Mic ditliculty, that the assiduous attention 
and animating ( llurt.s of inanv valued friends, savrl 
him iVoin fa Hint; into a ftate of confirmed melancholy. 
AiiK.HL' th' S4- hi> nol'le patron Lord, Petre, still heM 
thi-diitf place. JIi<> con«iuIinc synipdthies, andgv- 
n< nuis I ypiii-tnlatiuns, fonned at all times asounc 
iif lii« iiio^t pl('a<>ini: recollections. 

it \\a« not. however, till after a considerable inter- 
\.->l ti,al Dr. (icddt-s ^^A'> ahlc to resume his biblical 
Miiiies. 'riie^\orks ^ihich he produced in the mean- 
liiiH', \\<Te of a liiiht and fugilive nature. 

hi 17'>;>, he roinpo«.ed two more Secular OHe* 
<>n the Freiirh Uevoliition, and printed them with a 
o'CoimI edition, nndrr the title of " Carroena Secnla- 
ria 'i'rla pro trihii> C'h.-liorrimis Libertatis Gallics 
KjtfMlii'-." Hut such Mai the violence of party feel- 
ing at thi-> time, that, thouuli printed, he was induced 
\i\ lli■^ friends to su]);ire^<) their publication, till the 
•iiorl j.race of laoi-'^. 

In the saiw- year he offered to the public, a trans- 
lation, in I'linhic rhyme, of Cresset's elegant and en- 
terta-niii.: ji<i' ii.. entitled, •* Ver Vert, or the Parrot 
of Nevers. ' Jle a:>{>ear.s not to have been aware, 
tiiat ilii> poem i. .il already been translated by John 
(iilhi rt CooiMT, :• 1 in a manner which left little to 
he <h ••iri.il. The .ia.:-Jation of Dr. Gcilde;> is easy 
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and spicileil, but not upon llie wlialo lupeiior la thai 
of his predercasor. 

Id 1793, he pQbliahcd an " Ode la Ihe Han. 
Thomas Pelhaiii, occasioned by hia ipcecb in Ibe liiih 
Honse of Commons on the Catholic Bill ;" and in 
1796, a burlesque paiaphiase, in verje, of a political 
■enoOD, preached hj Dc. Coalthunt, on the anniver- 
jary of hi^ M^ejlj'a acccBBion, Ijofore Iho Uoivenity 
of Cambiidge. 

In 1797, the cetebntcd electioneering affaa al 
BangOF, in trhich Dr. Waireu, lUgliop of the dioccie, 
made to conspicuaui a figure, fnmUbcd Di. Geddca 
with a new tlieme for bis muse. He puhlished, on 

tided, ■• The Batllc of Bangor, or the Chuich's Tri- 
umph." Thi^ is undoubtedly die best of all liis pn>- 
duclions. It is ikilful in iti anangemcnt, rich in 
la.acy and humaur, and, with some eicepUona, ele- 
gant in its lersiGcation. It appears to bare been 
modelled on the plan of the Rape of the Lock, or 
rather tlie Lutiin of Despreaui. 

Duiing the same year, he published a second vo- 
lume of his translation uf the Bible ; and in IBOO, 
" Critical Remarks on (he Hebrew Scriptures, cone- 

Remarks on the Pentateuch." 

The demand for his biblical labours had, however, 
long ceaied to keep pace eillierwith his expectations, 
or with the expense of their publication ; and be bow 
became involved in a series of pecuniary difficulties, 
from nhich he saw no probability of ettricating him- 
self. In this otremily, however, bis usual goad far- 
tune in money mallets, did nut desert him. As soon 
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:ts his oiul>arra>omcnts became known, *'it is to the 
inJit," sa\> Mr. (inod, " of Ihe age in wliich we live, 
'• that, \%ilhmit any further application on his part, 
jurviiii'* of ovory rank an(i religious penuaaion, Pro- 
trstnnt> anti Catiiolics, clergy and laity, nobility and 
i:riitrv, >ovt>rnl of whum had never known him but 
Iv iisiim-, ami many of whom had openly professed 
a ili-like of his favourite tenets, united in one chari- 
t:il)i«' clTort to rrscue him from anxiety and distress; 
nor should it be forj^otten, that some part, at least, of 
till* am lint .sul)scribcd, proceeded from the Bight 
HcMMi'ud I M-nch itself. The sum collected and ei- 
prndi-d upon his account, from the comuienceinent of 
the yrar 17H», to tlie middle of the year 1800, 
auioiintcd to al)out nine hundred pounds." 

Dr. Gcddt", liuhtoncd in heart by this generous 
iiitirft rcncc, now hogan to prepare for publication, 
an ciahoratc work, which he had originally drawn 
lip in 171?'.', duiinj: the riots of Scotland and England, 
u|i(in the subject (»f Sir (jcorge Savile's bill, in favour 
iif persons professing the Roman Catliolic religion; 
l)iit iiad suppressed in consetiuence of the intemper- 
ance of tile times. It was printed in 1800, under the 
title of " A Modest A polony for tiie Roman Catholics 
tif Great Itritain, aildres'-ed to all moderate Protest- 
aiitv, particiilarlv to tiic 3Ieinhers of both Houses of 
rarlianunt." It was published anonymously, but 
(jeddes soon became known as the author. It excit- 
ed gre<it curiosity both at home and abroad, and was 
translated both into the French and German lan- 
gua«:es. 

In IHOl, J)r. Geddes was called upon to sustain a 
K>.ss, in (•t)niparison of which every loss and disap- 
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pUDlmail he had beforG eDCDUDtered was light Bad 
(UmlDatiTe, and from the dTects of whicli he never 
futlj recowred — he lost hb patron. Lord Petre, who 
died suddenly of bd iilack of the gout, Jul; Snd, 
1801, aged sitly, equally lamenled hy the lover ranlu 
of life, which he beaefitvd, and (he higher, which 

B; hii last will, his Lordship heque&lhcd lo Dr, 
Geddei in asnait; for life, of one hundred pounds ; 

polito and friendly letter, that lo this sum he pro- 
posed to add a salai; of the lame amouoL 

Dr. Geddes did not long surriTe his benefactor. He 
died of a lingering and eiciuciating disorder, on the 
26th February, 180«. in the sii^-fifth year of bia age. 
The day before his decease, he was visited, as usual, 
by his friend M. St. IMartiQ, a professor of theology, 
and a doctor of the Snrbonne, who had officially at' 
tended him as his priest, during the whole of his ill- 
ness. On entering the room, St. St. Martin found 
the doclDr eilremely lelhar^c, and believed him to he 
ID the utmost danger; he endeavoured to rouje him 
from bis torpor, and proposed to him In receive ab- 
soiulion. Dr. Geddes observed that in such case it 
was necessary he should first make his confession. 
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ortAnJoi tenets of the Calholic church ; be had long 



prcTunt (Hcasion, with a written list of quest 
tlir iM>|)(> of obtaining from the Doctor an i 
and satiMfactury rt'ply. He found however, fi 
lotliargic state of Dr. Geddes, that this legu 
ccM was impracticable. He could not mwMt 
tlicless, ciamining the state of his mfaiid aa to 
of the more important points upon which thej 
cd. " Yon fully," said he, " bcBeve m the Soif 
He roQsed himself from hb aleept and saidf 
Uinly."— '« In the doctrine of the Trinity ?"- 
tainly, but not in the manner yon nenn."-—^ 
mediation of Jesus Christ P** — " No^ no, no»- 
you mean : in Jesus Christ as our Savioar,^ 
in the atonement" Mr. Good enquired of 
Martin if, whether, in the coarse of wlwl had o< 
be liad any reason to suppose that Dr. Oeddc 
gious creed either now, or in any other period 
illness, bad sustained any shade of difeenc 
what ho had formerly professed. He replied 
could not possibly flatter himself with beUeving 
that the most comfortable words he heard Ma 
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sition Id bim to do so, uiil even (he eipTeuinn, " I 
FoiiKDt to all," was eilher, perliaps, ultered from a 
wish to Qblige me as his friend, dt a desire (u shorten 
the conieisatiDD, than froni aaj change in bii opi- 
nions. Afkrhaving thn; einminffdhimself, however, 
for some mkrales, hs gave a sign of being read;, and 
lecetyed abiolutian as 1 had propowd to him. 1 then 
left him ; he shook m; hand hcarlil; upon quitting 
hhn, and said that he was happy he had seen 

Agreeably to his own desire, his remaina were in- 
tened in the chuich-jard of PaJdington, and in a 
spot which he had himself pointed out, for a reason 
which presents a striliing picture of the whole cha- 
racter of bis miod, and ought for erer to silence ail 
doubts as to the general sincerity of his Christian 
belief, however much he may have erred on particu- 
lar points. " I choose liiis spot," said hp, " that when 
aamnKraed fmni my grave, to meet my God on high, 
Ibe first thing which may strike my sight on looking 
np, may be that noble inscription in frimt of the 
Chnrch, " Glory to God in Heaven, and peace and 
good-will to men on earth."* 

A plain marble monument baa been erected to hii 
memory by Ibe present Lord Pelre, st the oat^e of 
(he southwest entrance into the church ; and to those 
wbo may wish to view the sud beneath which be re- 
poses, a solitary yew tree, planted byhisworthyfiietid. 
Dr. Calder (now also deceased) will mark out the spot. 
II is close by the side of the public toad. 

 The inscription on the church is in Greek. 
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Ill liis corporeal make Dr. Geddes was slender, 
but the features of his countenance were large and 
protruded. *• A play of cheerfulness," says Mr. 
Goixl, ** beamed uniformly from his cheeks, and his 
animated eyes darted rather than looked benevolence. 
Yet, such was tlie irritability of his nerves, that a 
sli^lit degree of opposition to his opinions, and espe- 
cially \s\\vn advanced by persons iwhose mental pow- 
ers did not warrant such opposition, put to flight, in 
a inoiiu'iit, tlic natural character of his couiitenance, 
and cheerfulness and benevolence were exchange 
for exacerbati(m and tumult." The portrait of Dr. 
Geddes, which is prefixed to Mr. Good's Memoirs of 
lii.s Life and Writings, agrees with tlus descriptiim ; 
but it is an exaggerated likeness. It was taken when 
tiie Doctor was in his last illness, and wasted with 
anguish both of mind and body. A friend happening 
to call on him the day after he had sat to the painter; 
"Do you know," said the Doctor, " I have been get- 
ting my likeness taken?" *'Ah ! Doctor," observed 
his fri(>iid, " I am afraid it must have been a likeness 
taken in agony." " Oh, no," rejoined the Doctor 
\Ni(li his usual sprightliness, " I sung Latin songs all 
tlie time ! " — A very fine portrait of him when in the 
li(>y-day of health and spirits is in the possession of 
Mr. Corner, a gentleman of the Catholic persuanon** 
Dr. Geddes w as fond of society, and, except when 
under tiie influence of high wrought irritability, no 



• From this ])urtrait the likeness prefixed to the pre- 
sent work has, with that gentleman's kind permission, 
been engraved. a. 8. 
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an pouca^cd nioie CDiDpuiioBsblG ([ualiUci. His 
lecdolt was always readj ; bta wit alwaj) biitliuit ; 
ere was an origrnalit; of thought,  shlundDMi of 
aaik, an epigraminatic Inrn of eipfesiion in almaac 
'oij Ibing whicli escaped him, Ihil was sure to cap- 
pale hig conipaiitOQS, and to induce those vfao had 
ice mctfaini, notwithstanding Lis habitual inficoutj, 

wish eamcally to ineetbini again.' 

His kindness of heart wu cDnitanliy displajing 
lelf in acis of benevofencc and friendship. The 
oracut he beheld the probabLitj of doing good bj 

As a man of geains and learning Di. Gpddes hebl 
:sen'Edty a hi^b rank. That bis literal; laboora 
ok an unfortunate directjon, and that his lepnta- 

il and ijlTensive character of great part of bis writings, 

poetry shew, that bad lie deroted the ttienglh 
' his faculties to the service of the Muses, inatcad of 
asting them in an obnoilous conleation with creeds 
'faith, his fame might have been as elevated aa his 
ippiness would have been puce and unalloyed, 
ich as Ihey are, they are rather to be considered 

the relaialions of a severe student than as tlie conv- 
)silions of an author ambitious of distinction. 
They discover," as Dr. Irving remarks, " «ha( 
tght have been effected, but are not sufficiently 
aboiate to be classed amongst finished compu- 
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BttMv Hie more impoitrat pablk 
linvc bfrn mtoitioncd bi tbc coatwf of 
l)t. Ui'dclea vralo srrenJ pampfatch of 
nulurr, imf msny fughive piecei In pn 
in i1h< niBiiauDO uid uewspapen. 

Ilr left behind him, nearlj tod; ft 
" A ngw Tnnsluton of the Pwfan*," wl 
nards < dited by Dr. Dianey, and Mr. B 
campietrd u fiv u tha llth rate 
pMlin, uid at the time of Ui dutb, 
t lie end of (he 104lh. AtruulattoB oTth 
wiu alio found among bl> papen. The 
work have supplied Ihe i 
Biahop Wilaon's edition. 






POETS.— J*(«EB C 



JAMES GRAHAME. 



Tax Rev. James Gralianie, author of " The Sabballi" 
ind other pocnn, was bom et GJiiigO", on the aSnd. 
31 Apiil, 1T65. Uts fsther, who wu a writer in thai 
;ily, »ppears to liave bten a mail of comiilerable li- 
Icrarj HtlanunentB, oS piom habits, and excellent 
moral Fharaclci. His mothci, who had hcGO broQglit 
Lip in bimjiar priscipies, waa confirmed in her earlj 
LjDpre^aroDa bj the exampJe of Jier husband, and the 
Liniled influence of botli nas nifll calculated to lay 
Ihe foundatioa of those pure Knltmenli of derotion 
in the iDind of the jonng poet, which Here Hfler- 
i>ards to legutate his conduct and amkea his miue. 

In early youlh, Giahame is said (o have been of a 
tprigbll; disposition, but his rivacit; declined as he 
>rcw up, and long before that period vben tbe cha- 
racter is matured bj eipciieiKe, tbe indica^ons of a 
reflecting habit were manifest in his depoitinent and 
^nTcrsalion. This sobeTlum of thought commenced 
u early as Lis introduction to the grammar-school of 
Glasgow, where he received the rndiinents of lus edu- 
ration. From the grammar-school, he went to the 
university of Glasgow, where he soon recommended 
himself, by his knowledge of the ancient clasucs, and 
Ms talent for Latin campoution, of which he pio- 
iuccd a very favorable specimen at Ihe cooiiDeiice- 
nient of his academical caieei. With the stud; of 
literature and philosophy, he uldmalely joined that 
of civil law, and bad the good fortune to obtain tbe 
intimate frlendsliip of the ptufessor of that depart- 
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■uml, lira ingeaiuDS Dr. Jaowa HUlar. 
of kna«l(Mlge, hovevet, for wbich joan| 
alvraj!) manirnted the strongest prep 
that of divinitj. Adimring it ss i itoc 
■iroDi Id adopt it u  profeuion ; bi 
sniiplj of hii falhn to pronde tar th 
Iripsta of his son, bj  conrK of Uie i 
■drancc them, induced him, if not to 
[east to pcBtpone liii own wishes, and t 
theatndj of lbs Uw. 

In 1TS4, Mr. GrahanK wss apprentice! 
Mr. LnuTonce Hilt, Writer to the Signc 
and, at the conclusion of his apprentjci 
 mrmbcr of that respectable body, wl 
lilld of writer) la the Sgnel, conjoin tj 
cupalions which in England aie diridi 
tompys, special pleaders, conTtysneers, 
In tliis capacity, he might, from his c 
GIUKO*, have toon actjuiced an eitens 
live basineu; but his constitalion wg 
unequal to the close confinement wbjcl 
His very telaiBlions, being liteiarj, « 
scdrnlBry, so that Ihn evil was not to 
c]cc]>t by an entice change of pnrtuit. 
accordingly resolved to seek, in the hig 
the profruion, a relief from the luorepaJ 
uf the vrritingdcsk, and whs called to ( 
lOtliof March, 1T96. 

Mr. Grahame, bowerer, carried with hi 
fpsiion of a bairister, notions which B 
cnlculalcd to introduce him into eiten. 
He had an eitremc areraion to nnderti 
cacy of any cause nliicb was at vails 
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own noUons of cquify aod ju^ticf ; and when iCa bml- 
neas wa! manifest »ud Lndispat^le, would relani tlie 
bnef and fe«. A habit lo eiiigulac became, aa might 
be pipected, the lubjcct of niucb obaemtion, not 
only among lawjers and clienta, bat nmong all per- 
sons who take an interest in the deiUtions of apecu- 
lalive men. That such a principle might be carried 
to an eitreme, subrerjive of the very justice which 
it intended to favour, ia a fact admitting no dispute ; 
but if acted upon with caution, and applied nnly in 
cases where the imposture was palpahlc and gross, it 
» hard to soppoae that any injury cuuld rtanit to 
society from ita adupiion, by (he few individuals upon 
ivhom mere morality la likely to Tiave on influence. 

which it is a disgrace to be concerned, occasions mnst 
sometimes occur, in which It would be an honor lo 
decliae a fee. Al all events, whatever danger may 
be apprehended from the practice ii 



the, 
the in 









which is most favourable lo the purposes of private 
inlercat and professional advancement. 

In March, 1802, Mr. Grahame mamed Miss 
Grahame, the eldest daughter of Mr. James Grahame, 
town-cleik of Annan. 

In 1804, he published hia poem, entiUed " The 
Sabbath,"' (he merits of which constitute his chief 
claim to the remembrance of posterity. The caution 
with which he endeavoured to provide against disco- 
very, B9 the author of this beautiful poem, is still a 
subject of conversation in the literary circles of Scot- 
land. He selected a printer, on whose promise of 
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[iiaofs, bul nerei twice >t the mat Iioafi 
■tlnEting obscivalion. He ercn Gantrire 
wiirii Uiraugfa the pre» withoat the koon 
wifi- or uij of liii fnend* ; uid it ia renu 
le ]icFMin whu h»d mint reuon to fed i 
tuccuu, wM tlic tut enn la tuipcd 



Iiin 



ber. Thewoikn 
ill iiopulBiily ) it ou praited Id bU con 
Mr. (jraliHinc liid the iiliibdioa of find 
wirt wBi amuiig the numbec of iti wmnu 
ll wu Uie plEuure which he derired ttot 
siMni of licr pni.te upoD one of thoie oci 
finnlly prcvaiird Dvct hii deleimination 
iDcnt lie cuulJ lieu the public ickoa 
wiUi cuiDpuilivc Indifference, bal the i 
vatc alTcctiuii wu loo iwest to be diarei 
iln tribuU: tuu vuluabie to be detuxd a rec 
ciilireJ^ It liii CDtniiiuid. He canfeued 
Buliiiiriitiiji, and wai fuigiien. That he 
bnn dcsiiuut lu cniiccal fail nunc, In 
itnijcc, U;fun: Uic fate of hii porin cauti 
Iflini'd, wBi a dcJicacy, ui pechaps a we 
dilHcuJl til lie accounted fur in lliii agi 
DAiwrity ; but tfastnftei its merit! were ad 



•till li: 






vanity intu nit llicir litcniy attempt*, 
fruiii tilt nuliuD uf viunjmous iadulrj. 



Wtuuever beneRt Mr. Onbane inigfal h»c nped- 
enced fiom tnuuferring hii legal punuits lo tbe bar, 
it doet DDl Rppeac Ihat lie was jel ntufied with tus 
CDBdidon ; for on his blber djing, in deference lo 
whose desire aloae he bad ever embaAed in Ibe pni- 
feiisiDn of Ibe Ian, hii firat propeasttj trinmphed om 
everj Interested motive ; and though bis practice wu 
lopectable snd repuiatioaadTandng dsiij, he again, 
and for the last time, alteicd his conree of hfe, re- 
»ol»iBglo devote himwlt tlicnceforward to the seirioe 
dF religioD. The death of bis faUicr, wboni he had 
■Iwaja lenderlj iovcd, vns an event nbich made a 
stnuig impne^ian on his feelings; and tile naCnre of 
ttiat impression pcobablj contributed, ill no slight 
degree, lo confirm him in llie resolulion he bad nmr 
taken. (Then death begins his ravages among thote 
who baie been dear to ns fmm cbildliood, and the 
foundations of human altachoicnt 8K about In give 
Ha; under his irresistible piessnic, then it Is that the 



zlot hi 



a iliDck » 



inu>. 



and the cares of this life dwindle into iDugnificn 
and contempt. If such ii the leuoD inculcaled hj 
thia awful monitor upon nunds in an; nay accessible 
to reflection, much more must it have operated on 
one whose ordinary exercises icere coDtemplalive, 
philosophical, and devouL 

Afti;r spending some time at Annan to Tectiut his 



M^\m: ill (il,-u..M.T.Iiiw. The follow 
,.f i l,.lt,r «liii.l. lu- «rol,. lo onv of hi 
>irir lo »li('w. fnmi lib nwn ducnminalii 
Hi'cn hi« fr.'linf!) in lint enWri^ on )b 
llic holy miniaby. moA (he dMvatter < 
which kU to hi* ckvga 

'' 1 am now but iN^iaoing ID fad U 
Ent, the wuulciing hackwudi (od fonr 
Ihc iKiyer-bouk pDuM mt udij, bat  
quilr tmij to IDC. I ncTcr, except the li 
two of the lint day. felt any fmbanui 
pulpiN Thii puuh it im»ll, M IhU th 
Ibcreuy. Ai to thr people, (fte Ubom 
DHsn,^ Ihry are nthei good, I IhWt ; bi 
dull ncc, and dcplonbly ignoiuiL Hi 
iwcDly can wrile, and mon thn Hm 
nwd. The poor iR wretchedly poor M 
the rich an liberal, and the poo nMa I 
light. In religion they we fatbcUBd ■• 
—they want warmth of deroliaB. ti 
join in llic psiilma, and la MMy ehmebe 
■inains al all. The luhewawnaaai of tl 
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gentry, they are both good and ^reeable. They 
read a good deal ; they have excelloit and large col- 
lections of books — they are clever and mtelligent — 
)ut to me there is a want about them,—- they want 
Sre and variety. They are, in short, too raticmaL 

" I am here as happy as I can be at a distance £pom 
ny friends. Our temporalities are not great, but we 
lave many comforts---a toIeraUe house, two gardens, 
ind a small paddodi, besides seven acres for which • 
ve pay rent. The church b very andoit and cnsy. 
[n the steeple, there are three sweet toned bell& and 
in owL" 

Some fiunily circumstances requiring his retom to 
Eldinburgh, he resigned, in April 1810, the coibcj of 
tfiepton Mayne. Soon after hb arrival in the Scottish 
rapital, a vacancy occurring in tiie care of an £pi»» 
x>palian chapel of that city, called Saint George's, 
Hr. Grahame offered himself as a candidate. He was 
lot however successful, and next went to Durham, 
where he was engaged to officiate for some time as 
iubcurate of St. Margaret's. Another prospect open- 
k1 at that place which led to another disappointment. 
\. minor Canonry of small emolument became vacant 
it the expiration of the term for which he was engaged 
it St. Margaret's, but the Dean in whose gift it was, 
;ither knew so little of the talents and virtues of Mr. 
3rahame, or appreciated them so lightly as claims to 
lis patronage, that he not only refused to appoint 
lim, but kept the canonry vacant to the end of Mr. 
3raharae*s life, though it had been twice rejected in 
he interval by more favoured individuals. It would 
>e a waste of time and thought to search after the 
notives of this very reverend personage for such con- 

q2 
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iliirt, but it wrn- wll fur tin* ponrral interest:* nf :c- 
liuioM, and till; partirulnr iiiUTO.Hts uf the c-sta li<il.- 
iii> Mt, iliat llic iiriiiiKfiioii of real merit wasanohject 
ot' iiinr'- xrriiiut attention witli the dignitaries of {\k 
Cliiin-ii i>l' liiiLrliind. The sa:ne svslcm of t*avouriti''ni 
wliieii ri-1l''(:l'>(iis;:rar-- on tne Politician, cannot surely 
III- rnditahlr to tlie Divine. 

'riiniiiuli tlie inti'rrst of Mr. Darrington, the nephew 
uf llif ni«>lio|> of Durham, he obtainefj tlic curacy of 
Si-it:!i ruld, a country |iarish in tJie same nci^lilj<>ur- 
liiiod, where he coniiiienced his duties on the l^t of 
.May, inn. It was at thi.s placo, and probably through 
the roiitrivanre of the same gentleman, that he lial 
an M|i|i(MiiiMity of preachint; before tJie I3ishop liim- 
i-lf. Tiic -lii->li(j{i was so favourably impressed by his 
flo<|iii-iu-c, a ^ til di*f:la re hio satisfaction in the warmest 
ti rill'*, and to acronipuny his praise witli a promise of 
pn t'l-rnii nt. 'I'lie tidi- of (irahanie*s fortune seemed 
111 lia\(- iiirncd at last, liut it was a temporary and 
rl'-friirn! ajijiriraiice. 'J'henr was every reason to 
- ii|i|iii-.(', intui lin- (liaracter of the worthy Jli.ihoi*. 
tnal till- jiruniisc made, without solicitation would have 
III < II r< ali/.i-(i without del.iy, if the decline of .Mr. 
(jraiiauic'-< liiMlth had not rendered it necessary for him 
fo T( tip*, at ihi' \i:Ty niouient when perseverance was 
nioit liki-ly to be rewarded. Confirmed astlima, ac- 
rouipanicd with vifdent headachi; and other acute 
jiaiiis, :is^Nuiini; allot^elher that malignant aspect ( f 
disca.i- wliirii is known by tlie term of" a complica- 
tion," '/!ili^<•d him to <lef:line the duties uf his office 
aii'l to vi'ii r.dinbur<{h for medical advice. His com- 
|ilHint>i, li'i-Acvi-r, rceeived no alteration -, dissolution 
was not to be «tayrd from its last ravages on a con- 
"tit'ili'.m \N(ak l>y nature, and farther enfi.eblcd by 



ng protiaclcd illueaa. Aware of hia approaching 
id, Uc WHS aniiouB U> rcvMt bis native city before 
: died, and accoidiugly left Edisbuigh for Glasgaw 
) the 9th. of Sepleoibci, butitwashJB fate to see 
Jaagow DO more. He died on die jourocy at 
I'hileliUl, the reiidenCB of his eldest brother, in the 
Tfy seventh jear of bia age, maoifeiliiig in hia Jul 
lojnents the aincenty of those reiigioua imprGsaioni* 
y nhicb his life had been regulated. His death took 
luce on the 141h September, 181t, aad he was buried 
I tbe same grave with hia nocthy pareats. He left 
va sons aod a daughter. 

The character of Grahame, whelber, drawn from the 
ict» which have been enumerated in his life, or from 
le tenor of bis uritings, or from the concnrrent testi- 
luny of those who had the happiness of bia acqaajnt* 
mblnation 
:anuethll 






■ces of ii 



noDj 



of a 



*ay, f, 



1 prejudice, and therefore not always 
ended on without the addition of otbel e 
>rms necessarily an ingredient in the estimate of every ' 
haraeter; for there are a thousand circumalancestoo 
linule to strike tlie dislajit obaervcr, which are nevet- 
leless too important to be overlooked altogether, 
'hen we attempt to eihibit a faithful likeneu of the 
uman heart. All who knew Ur. Grabanie, agree in 
ipreaenting his life under an aspect the most amiable. 
lis manners in the retinment of home were as mild 
nd conciliating, as bia principles in the more enlarg- 
d relations of society were liberal and uptight, 
'hough not without diaappointiikents which would 
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have been sufficient to sour the tempen of oti 
such as» in the first iustance, the check impof 
his favourite inclination by the mistaken poii 
father ; subsequently, the want of advanceme 
church, afler he had entered into its service, f 
desirable even in the religious view of extenc 
sphere of his usefulness ; and lastly tiie ex 
which » like most authors of his time, he bai 
petulance of critiscism, aggravating by i1 
the difficulties inliercnt in the nature of dc 
poetry* and consequently obstructing hu re 
and trifling with his fame ; — though not wit 
rxcitement of such provocations, we can natl 
a line of his writings, nor discover a sentene 
conversation, which betray the slightest acrii 
feeling or impatience of temper. His forbea 
this respect will strike us- the more seriously ' 
remember how many even of our finest Po< 
been exasperated beyond the bounds of dec 
tation, by creatures incapable of inflicting a 
injury upon intellects so farabovethem. Thl 
of composure, in the midst of worldly dis 
ments and literary evils, is chiefly attribnt 
tliat religion which formed the bans of Ids d 
Something however is due to the natural con 
of his mind, and perhaps something to tha 
hope, which warms the breast of genius and 
adversities, — the hope tliat at some future da 
rity will do it justice. Nothing is more easj 
ridicule the solitary scholar, who, in the letit 
his closet, enjoys as it were the convena' 
applause of men whom he shall never tee ; 
were not for this brilliant dream of the mfai 
of the most glorious monuments of excellc 



aovr adorn the woiid, had sank ander the discourage* 
incnlsof ignoraaceandcDvy. Tlinlhpiuin1hav(liBc)lii> 
faiiJtj B9 a man it vouH be fully to deny,;cl,ait]»y 
neier obtruded Ihemsplvei on obiervatioii, commoa can- 
dour seem > la foTliid tbstWB thoald diaw npOD oui ima- 
ginaUon, in Die abnnce of tart, tliougli for tbe purpose 
of giving cQuutenance (o a rute wliicli it may be 
readily allowed sdmiti of no exception. 

In proceeding to eiatninp Mr. Giahime's preten^ani 
as > poel, it il diScnlt to diieit ones-self enlirel; of 
the prejudice which hii virtnci aie caJculatcd lo picile 
in favaiir of hia muse. But, making every allowance 
on Ihig ground, no ordinary shar? of pnuje must iiill 
bi! bis due. The moat important eiception probablj 
which can lie tnken to bis works, is, thut ihey are 
almost all too eiclu»ieiy religions to attract the at- 
tention of the general ^cade^ Perhafia it would be 
no misrepresentation of the spirit of any age with 
which we are Bcquahilcd, if we except only the cant- 
ing age of Croniwcll, to say, that such topica ratiiei 
repel than invite the euiiusity which so much befi^end 
a writer. A like devotional character diatinguishei] 
one of Grahame's oldest precursors in descriptive 
writing — Hume, of Logic— lo wbom, indeed, he bears 
a very striking lesemblance. Both uf them belonged 
originally lo the profession of the law ; and both 
abandoned it for the church ; iwth cultivated poetry 
with a view to religious edification; and both have 
studiously refrained liom all refeicDce to (hat len- 
derest, though most selfish, of human paasioni. Love ; 
and lastly, both have fixed on subjecti aa nearly alike 
aa possible — the one, celebrating the beauties of a 
Summer's Day ; and the other, of (he 3abbalh, " the 
hallowed day." In the scale of merit, however, there 
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if  gmt diaunce belvccn tbcm. 
Iiamc, like HiinK.', eicloilcs lore On 
duel nul, like liim, omit to call up a 
lions of thr licarl in it* slcad ; altbc 
woman witb no impaHioncil frelii 
banish her from liis »iew entirply. 
Sahbalh Dty , nu such oirelingi of k 
till! utmujl irulh of painting, [Icscril 
uf lAgui Water. 

It Logui Kiik, wil 



Al*.! 



Mif t <v 
Convoj mo hanw fraa Logan ! 
I)ul wi: liaTE, '■ at the c:loBe of evei 
tlTcclJng i|)cctach3 of youth and lovi 
lo thu grave : 

Again IliBl kiiell ! The slow procci 

The [Htll wiUidrawn, Deslh's altar. 

With melancholy omamenti (llic n 

The recunl of her blnuoming age). 

Iliiveil'd ; and on it. dual lo duit i 

11)0 final liU'. Oh ! hark, that lu 

U|>an llic lowrr'd bier the ihorcil' 

Falls fast and Gib thi: void.— 

Not, Ihuugli averse lo iatrodnce x 

the da; cunitciatcd lo Heaven, doe) 

lo have wanted any tiling of a Iotct'i 

fur eiample, his description In the ( 

cembec night: 
To meeting loven now no bill ii »1 
No liver furdleis, and no forest di 
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And when Ihcy caPEt, unhiislcd bwmid Ihe blul j 
llnfcft Ihc mow, ai eat from lumiDei's ihaiD, 
Around tliem fell a shower of tariing aowun, 
Shook by Ihe sighing of ihe crcning hcerRS 

Umne ii ijnipl; pleuing ; Grghaiue is imprcuiTe, 
often pathotic. The one doclli on cilenul objeola 
alone ; thp olhet penetmlcs intu Uic inmost ceceuea of 
oar ban. Still, considering ntbci of ihcm meirlj a 
writera uuiaustD arriii; atpopuluit; by thcihorleit 
Towl, il must be Betnowlt'dged, th&l, on account of 
the peCTiliarlj religious chamclcr of thcit mriliugs, 
Ihey cqatlly mistook their way. 

The next point lo be noticed is, the mumei in 
which Grahanie has executed the design which be 
s will be better iUustniled by 
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a at random, tba 


nby.thousuid 
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n the other hfm^ 


1, they are cipa- 
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all, til c unrierlaking 


of more ingeni. 


)us thui useful 



labour, to pry into the components Dfthatenthusin^Dj, 
which by one sweep of iU wing has done the business 

The dai.'n of the Sabbalh— iU difference from the 
dawn of every other mom'— is thus strikingly inlio- 
duced. 

How still Ibc morniii;! of the hallow'd day ! 
Aluteis llic voice of rural Jaboui; bush'd 
. The ploiijhboy's whistle, and the milkmaid's song. 
Tlie scythe lies glittering in Ibo dewy wreath 
Of teildi'd grass mingled with fading flowers. 
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That ycstor-moni l)loonrd waving in tJie breeze. 
Son lids the most faint attract the car, — tlie bum 
Of early bee, tlie tricMing of tlie dew, 
The distant bleeting inidv^ay up the hill. 
Cahiineos sii^ thron'd on yununnioving cloud. 
To him >«ho wanders o'er the upland leas 
llir hiaekbird's note coracs mellower from the dale; 
And sweeter from the sky the gladsome lark 
Warbles his lieaven-tun'd song ; the lulling brook 
Murmurs more gently down the deep worn glen ; 
WhiU* from yon lowly roof, whose curling smoke 
()\'rmounts th<> mist, is heani at intervals 
The voice of Pijalm?, the simple song of Praise. 

Tlu' burial of beauty has been already incidcntallT 
noticed, and the conclusion quoted ; the preceding 
p:irt of thi.s episode is still more remarkable for the 
s|)lrit and pathos of genuine poetry. 

liut wood and wild, the mountain and the dale, 
The house of prayer itself, — no place inspires 
Kiuotions more accordant with the day. 
Than does the field of graves, the land of rest : — 
Oft at the close of evening prayer, the toll. 
The solemn funeral-toll, pausing, proclaims 
Tin- service of the tomb ; the homeward crowds 
Divide on either hand ; the pomp draws near. 
The choir to meet the dead go forth, and sing 
/ am the Resurrection and the Life, 
Ah mc ! these youthful bearers robed in wh^tc, 
Tluy tell a mournful tale ; some blooming friend 
Is gone ; dead in her prime of years : — 'twas she, — 
The poor man's friend, who, when she could not give, 
AVitli angel tongue, pleaded to those who could ; 
With angel tongue, and mild beseeching eye. 
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. ne'tir bcsooglit in «bui, lavc when nbe piaj'd 
onget life, »ith beut reU^'d lo die. — 
ic'd to die, fur happy i^lstum bleu'd 
Tojage'i lut dftyrt, Hnd bovciing rouod, 
lied onher Hjul, giving prevtge, 
H(^Bven was oigh. O  whal e barsl 
iptute from hcT eyes ! wliat tcHrs of joy 
!Iea«in«flni ejci suffus'd ! — Those eyes nre clos'd. 
ill her loieliness U not yet flonn. 
imil'dindeflth, and sUII her cold pale face 
ins Ibat smile, ai when a waveleu lake, 
hich the nin'try Mars sllbrightappcsi, 
eeted, by a nigbtly froit, wilb ice, 
it reSccts the face of Heaven, undiiDg'd, 
iffied by Ihe breeze, ot sweeping btasL 

degciipHve as it Is migiDal. 

at not to confine oureelires to " the Sabbath," 
a open " the Gcorgics," liie least happy, as lire 
r is the most focnmate, eSbit of his Muse. Has 
Battle of Dannockburn, the " Sabbath " of Scol- 
freedom, ever received a more grateful or more 
ch insjaring tribute, than in the uords of 

bee, "ho on a lovely morn in June, 
ireakofday, knell on thedewyiwaid, 
le fuU in view, Inchafiray's abbot reai'd 
sacred host 1 To them ! who 'ere Ibe sheet 
ilood besprinkled Hawers, fell in the cause 
reedom and their country 1 To the men, 
1 that day's fight survived, and saw, once more, 
ir homes, their children i and, when ailveiy hairs 
a temples thin bespread, liv'd to recount. 
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On uink-i l^)!l1t^ tbc (diicvcroenta of llialda; ' 
'J'iiIIik:, !«■ rvtrraUisl the Mum's toicu 

lliccxIMcliiwIiiGhbBve been made, are MifiicK'i 
W g'tii' ■> K'lii-ral idea uf the cliuacter of Gnliuw 
j^'tiiua nnd iiprciiiun. His lliougbti, tliuugb w 
ili;ni >ul>liiuc, ui! ncvci mcui, and bit luigiug 
tliiim-liiiiiitllyutupleaad uimlTcclcd.Uuotalvi&yirn 
frciiu ilic cbugu uf rcitiinduKC. Grabaiue'i gpi 
yuwir li in li'ndumcsi, and liii ciiiet fsiiiDg i> «ii 
i.finiT):}'; .Vi.'l, tonic times be bits off  wannlhu 
r<'iii]in;)'><iun uf (>bra»« « liicb iu'll dcfcrm the nmne • 
('iii'ii:.v tlH' iiKiit purlic. On Ibc whole, the iuIIk 
■It' " tW Snliballi" luaj' Iw regarded as a pact < 
inii-idiTiilili' j^'iiius, wliusc ri'piitalion is lik«lj toac 

nitd hIic, iriu'ilcH-s nul class aiuuiig Uic firttuflL 
<:ii'»l frali'mily lu wiiluli lie b('iuii|;a, stands luu pn 

iriiii I t'l \k ilisri'gardfd. 

J.IJ. 
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